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st abuse inquiry begins: 650 cases, up to 80 staff involved at 30 homes 


Roger Dobson 
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A terrible siory is stumbling into the 
daylight. For years, a countless num- 
ber of children were systematically 
abused in children's homes across 
North Whies. At least 10 arc now 
dead - most of them from suicide. 

Yesterday the scale of their suf- 
fering emerged. As Gerard Elias QC 
said at the start of the tribunal of in- 
quiry into the scandal, if the allega- 
tions were accepted “they will 
compel the conclusion that chil- 
dren in care in Chvyd and Gwynedd 
during the period under review were 
abused physically or sexually on a 
scale which borders on wholesale 
exploitation - ’. 

Mr Elias, counsel to the tribunal, 
said a staggering 650 people who 
were in care in North Wales in a 25- 
year period from Lhe mid-1970s had 
made complaints of abuse to police. 
Around 180 will give evidence to 
Britain's biggest inquiry into alleged 
maltreatment of children in care. 


“The conieni, volume and con- 
sistency of statements made by com- 
plainants to the tribunal appeared 
cogent and very impressive." Mr 
Elias told the tribunal, headed bv Sir 
Ronald Waterhouse, a retired High 
Court judge. 

The role of social services would 
be investigated. “It seems an in- 
escapable conclusion, if wholesale 
abuse occurred, that some of those 
in positions of responsibility within 
the social service departments must 
have been, at the best, careless as to 
the plight of many of the children in 
their eare ... or at worst, negligent 
to the point of gross professional in- 
competence. or even guilty of delib- 
erate ‘eyes closing - to the stale of 
affairs which existed in some of the 
homes they helped to administer." 

Many of the allegations came to 
light as a result of articles in The In- 
dependent and Independent on Sunday 
over the last five years, starting with 
revelations about conditions at Bryn 
Estyn, near Wrexham. The tribunal 



Bryn Estyn: home at centre of scandal Photograph: Tom Pilston 


was set up after we reported the re- 
fusal of the now dcluncL Chvyd Coun- 
ty Council to publish an independent 
report into the abuse allegations. 

As many as 8f) people, and six po- 
lice officers, alleged to haw been in- 
volved in the abuse may also give 
evidence to the tribunal, expected to 
last 12 months and cost up to £10m. 


Mr Elias said the inquiry would be 
thorough and that no stone would be 
left unturned. Any allegations of or- 
ganised abuse would be investigated, 
he said. Councils and their insurers 
were also criticised in his opening 
speech. 

“No civilised society may tolerate 
such abuse of its children, and no 


civilised society nil 1 consider those 
who find themselves in care in be in 
any different position to those who 
enjoy the benefits of living at home 
under the care and control of their 
parents.” Mr Elias said. 

He added: “The abuse of a child is 
not only a most serious breach of trust 
by the adult concerned, it may well 
have had far-reaching and long- 
lasting consequences for the child 
victim which frequently outlive child- 
hood. For too many, it seems, the 
consequences have been too hard to 
bear and suicide has seemed the only 
way out. At least 10 former children 
in care in North Wales who have al- 
leged abuse in this period arc now 
dead, most of these are known to 
have taken their own lives.” 

He said that the evidence will have 
significance throughout the country 
for the safety and well-being of 
children in care. 

He said one of the questions lhaL 
will be looked at was whether abuse 
was a series of unrelated occurrences 


or whether it bore the hallmarks of 
organisation or infiltration “by those 
with a determination to exploit 
vulnerable children". 

He said the tribunal would also 
look at how complaints were made. 
“The overwhelming response of 
those seen by the tribunal’s interview 
team has been that complaining was 
not a real option, it brought no re- 
lief but riskixi yet worse treatment. - ’ 

Mr Elias, who continues his open- 
ing speech today, said that the role 
oft he insurers of councils in North 
Wales would also be investigated. 

"As the tide of complaints reached 
its crescendo in the 1990s. the loud- 
est clamour seems to have come from 
the insurers of the local authorities 
who were anxious that abuse should 
be debated by members in private. 
Repons of inquiries were an “en- 
couragement to the bandwagon 
complaints', and with this approach, 
what might perhaps be called the 
hold-the-lid-on-at-all-costs ap- 
proach. the Gwvd authority ap- 


pears to have connived.” Mr Elias 
said. 

He said that from a police inves- 
tigation in 1991. the tribunal team 
had identified more than 650 
individual complainants. 

Mr Elias said the tribunal, which 
is being held in Ewloe, Flintshire, had 
also surveyed a random sample of 
MJO children in care and found that 
some of them also complained of 
abuse. “This has been a valuable ex- 
ercise because most of Lhe individ- 
uals approached have not hitherto 
been interviewed by the police or 
made any independent claim for 
compensation. They have not been 
motivated apparently by money, 
publicity or any external encour- 
agement to complain, os may be 
suggested by others.” 

The tribunal ls inquiring into al- 
leged abuse in more than 30 homes 
in North Wiles from 1974. 

Sir Ronald ruled that com- 
plainants and alleged abusers can- 
not be identified during the hearings. 
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Tony Blair’s ‘stalker’ is exposed 
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Deputy Prime Minister 
strides into enemy territory 
to assault defecting 
captains of industry 


Michael Harrison 
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Prime Minister, 


Deputy 

1 Heseltine, clashed spec- 
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tacularly yesterday with some of 
Britain’s top bosses after they 
published a report endorsing key 
elements of Labour policy, in- 
cluding the Social Chapter and 
a national minimum wage. 

In a gung-ho exhibition of 
guerrilla politics, Mr Heseltine 
used a leftish London confer- 
ence to attack businessmen as- 
sociated with Tony Blair. The 
Labour leader, who had earli- 
er spotted Mr Heseltine sitting 
smouldering at the launch of the 
report, complained that the 
Deputy Prime Minister was be- 
coming his personal stalker. 
He joked that Mr Heseltine 
' had pursued him to his office to 
talk about the Millennium Ex- 
hibition last week and had pur- 
: sued him to yesterday's event; 

- if he turned up at his speech in 
v .-Amsterdam next Friday, he 
.' would have to resort to the new 
- . ^.stalking laws. 

:--The Deputy Prime Minister, 

. '* " 'who gatecrashed the conference 
— ; fit London after the organisers 
bailed to invite a single member 
/of the Government, accused the 

■ --'group of being a “front organ- 
. [ration for the Labour Party”. 
Vj - Among the members of the 

Commission on Public Polity 
7 /and British Business are George 
r Simpson, managing director of 
M.GEC, Bob Bauman, chairman 
_ -of British Aerospace, Sir 
-i Christopher Harding, chair- 

■ nian bf Legal & General and- 

■ David Sainsbury, chairman of 
-the supermarket group. 

' ;• ■ ■ Speaking after the launch of 
;.: t the group's report, Mr Hesel- 
’Vtine said: “This is a front or- 
' -• 1 - ganigari on for the Labour Party. 
/.£ r%u only have to look at the 
. . v £ membership of the trustees and 
i r die supporters of the organisa- 
r tkm to realise that the objective 
’ f of the exercise was to enable 
■ ; Tony Blair to be seen talking to 
- the business community. The in- 
' • ; • tfiresting thing is how few line 


ers turned up. 

Earlier Mr Blair had pledged 


to leave the Conservatives’ in- 
dustrial relations and enter- 
prise reforms of the Eighties 
unchanged but offered a new 
agenda on education, welfare 
reform, the infrastructure. Eu- 
rope and competition policy. 

Mr Heseltine then took the 
platform and launched a with- 
ering assault on both the com- 
mission and its report, accusing 
it of “seriously understating” the 
Government’s achievements, 
failing to recognise the threat 
posed by the left, using out of 
date and selective statistics, 
and ignoring the trade unions, 
save for two brief mentions. 

“I must in honesty, go further. 
I question the motives of those 
who cloak their political inten- 
tions with academic re- 
spectability," he said. 

Afterwards. John Monks, 
general secretary of the Trades 
Union Congress and a member 
of the commission, described 
Mr Heseltine 's attacks as “pret- 
ty disgraceful”. “It shows how 
out oftouch with the agenda for 
the future. He is trying to rally 
business support behind the 
lories but he is fighting the bat- 
tles of the Seventies and Eight- 
ies,” he said. 

Last night the commission 
members fired off a letter re- 
jecting any suggestion that they 
had any political agenda and 
saying that the launch of their 
report, “Promoting Prosperity”, 
went very well. 

. But it goes on: “Among the 
positive comments, however, 
Michael Heseltine, in a piece of 
political knockabout, described 
the commission as a ‘front for 
the Labour 1*011/ and suggest- 
ed that we are attempting some- 
how. to 'curry favour’-with Mr 
Blair and his coDeagues. 

“We were rather surprised at 
his comments, given that the 
commissioners are drawn from 
across the political spectrum 
and represent all sectors of 
British business. We have no 
party political agenda: our aim 
is simply to promote British 
prosperity.” 

Business comment, page 19 
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Loyalists warned 

The Government issued a pub- 


lic warning to loyalist groups 
Idieop- 


that more violence would jeop- 
ardise the place of smaller loy- 
alist parties at the talksJPage 4 


Operatic fall-out 

Raymond Gubbay, the impre- 
sario, has attacked Royal Opera 
House and English National 
Opera, saying that they are 
scared of commercial competi- 
tion and “arroganrnot to have 
touring plans. Page 2 


Mill wall collapse 

Milhvall Holdings, the p 


parent 

company of the second division 
football team, called in the ad- 
ministrators after shares were 
suspended at 4p. valuing the 
club at £14m. Page 19 


Mental care failing 

teuiattv iU ii 


Services for the menially iu in 
London are near to collapse and 
unable to sustain the demands 
made on them, according to a 
study. Page 5 
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Proximity talks: Mr HeseHine at the meeting, another close encounter with Mr Blair 
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The Royal Bank of Scotland is to set up what it 
1 eiaifflc is the first fufl Internet banking service 
in Britain, marking an important step on the road 
and the cashless society, 
a stampede from oth- 
er banks in Britain to offer such sendees, and may 
■ I hasten the demise of the branch network which 
- . i is already under threat from telephone banking. 


Retailers already allovtf shoppers to buy a wide 
r ang e of products on the Internet and while OLh- 
er banks in Britain do offer services on person- ' 
al computers, notably the TSB, the Royal Bank 
of Scotland (RBS) claims Its service is different 
because it is Internet-wide and more sophisticated. 

RBS, based in Edinburgh, said it intended 
to roll out the Internet service to its half-million 
telephone banking customers in the spring. 
Some 50.000 of its customers have access 
to the Internet. To join* customers will need a 


personal- computer, a modem and Microsoft 
'software. 

•>" RBS, which pioneered telephone sales of in- 
surance through its Direct Line subsidiary a 
decade ago, claimed to have overcome the 
security problems of internet banking. A 
spokesman said it would take “longer than tbe 
universe has been around' - to break in. 

The human face of banking is gradually dis- 
appearing as new technology, including telephone 
banking, allows customers to move cash and to 


pay bills without visiting their branches. The num- 
ber of bank branches in Britain has been slashed 
by 3,000 to about 10,000 in the past six years and 
NatWest alone has announced the loss of a fur- 
ther 10,000 jobs. But RBS said Internet bank- 
ing did not mean more job cuts. 

Experts say that this type of banking could 
eventually be used to provide a foil banking ser- 
vice, including the transfer of cash into electronic 
purses, but this is likely to be many years away. 

Internet revolution, page 18 


In an uncertain financial climate, what could 
be better than a guaranteed return on your 
investment from a name vou can trust? 

Abbey National offer a range of guaranteed 
investments so you can choose the one that best 
suits your personal needs. 

To find out more call 
Abbey National Direct 

on 0800 100 801 

quoting ref. A402A/13, 
or call into your nearest 
branch. 
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GPs demand U-tum on 


supermarket surgeries 


Doctors leaders wiU today press for a U-turn over plans which 
could allow supermarkets to open doctors' surgeries, at a meeting 
with Department of Health officials. The BMA is threatening to 
attack the Government in the general election campaign for 
"privatising’* the family doctor service, unless the Secretary of State 
for Health, Stephen Dorrell, backs down. 

Such a charge would infuriate ministers, but leave the Tories 
highly vulnerable. Labour has been accusing the Government of 
planning the privatisation of the NHS for some time, but the 
backing of the doctors would make the charge stick. 

Ministerial sources said they would be seeking a compro mise by 
offering movement on overissues, including a BMA demand for a 
proper timetable for pilot schemes in primary care, before they are 
introduced nationally. 

But the Government sources appeared to rule out any retreat on 
the proposals to allow private companies to hire GPS. The plan is 
pan of the NHS Primary Care Bill, which is due to go thro ugh its' ~ 
final stages in the Lords tomorrow before starting its passage 
through the Commons on 1 1 February. If there is an early election, 
there is a strong chance that Mr Dorrell will be forced to concede 
to Labour to gel the rest of the Bill on the Statute Book. 

Colin Brown 


Reducing traffic set to become law 


A radical Bill to encourage councils to reduce traffic levels in their 
areas has a good chance of becoming law, according to its Liberal 
Democrat sponsors. The Traffic Reduction BEL introduced by the 
MP for Bath, Don Foster, would require local authorities to draw 
up targets to reduce traffic growth for the years 2005 and 2010. It 
has the support of 220 MPs 

Since Mr Foster agreed to remove the requirement for national' 
targets, the Government has indicated that it will not oppose the 
Bill, which has its second reading on Friday. A mass rally in 
support of the Bill is being held in Westminster Central Hall at 
lunchtime today. Drivers written off, page 7 Christian Wolmar 


Veteran comedy producer dies 



The producer Dennis Main 
Wilson, one of the guiding 
spirits behind BBC comedy 
classics tike the Goon Show 


(left), Hancock’s Half Hour 
and TiB Death Us Do Part , 


died from cancer yesterday. 
Mr Main Wflson, 72, whose 
showbusiness career 


spanned 50 years, also 
worked on Citizen Smil 


worked on Citizen Smith , 
The Marty Feldman Show , 
and The Rag Hade. He 
helped launch the careers 
of Peter Sellers, Spike 
Milligan. Eric Sykes, 
Kenneth Williams and more recently, Stephen Fry. 

A passionate believer in building newcomers’ careers, he also 
developed the Cambridge University Footlights for BBC2. That 
gave TV experience to people like Clive Anderson, Tony Slattery, 


experience to people like Clive Anderson, Tony Slattery, 


a Thompson and Hugh Laurie. Main Wilson also discovered 
talented writers. Two of whom, Johnny Speight - who wrote 


many talented writers. Two of whom, Johnny Speight - who wrote 
Till Death Us Do Part - and John Sullivan - writer of hits tike Only 
Fools And Horses - are regarded as the best of their generation. 
David Lister 


Challenge to league tables fails 


An attempt by a head teachers' union to challenge Government 
plans to publish primary school league tables was defeated in the 
High Court yesterday. 

The National Association of Head Teachers had sought a judicial 
review of the way schools' performance is calculated in the tables, 
to be published in March. It said children who missed the tests 
through absence and those with special needs should not be 
included in the results. 

The union failed to demonstrate that the Secretary of State had 
been unreasonable in deciding on the basis for the calculations. 

Lucy Ward 


Jilted killer jailed for life 


A man who stabbed his former girlfriend and her new boyfriend to 
death two days after being released from psychiatric hospital was 
jailed for life yesterday. A jury at Chester Crown Court found 
Andrew Cole, 26, of Llandrindod Wells, Powys, guilty of murdering 
Fiona Ovis, 28, and Ronnie Crompton, 18. 

He had admitted killing the couple but denied murder charges 
on the grounds of diminished responsibility and provocation. 

Cole had met Miss Oris and Mr Crompton when they were all 
patients at the Mid-Whies (Psychiatric) Hospital in Thlgarth. He 
formed a sexual relationship with the woman and became 
“infatuated" by her, the court heard. But she called off the 
meetings and began seeing Mr Crompton. 

Cole slabbed toe couple to death after he apparently discovered 
them haring sex. 

He rained blows down upon the couple, put a tape recorder 


through toe letter box of the bungalow where they were meeting 
and “flipped" when it recorded moans and groans. Louise Jury 
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yesterday, .’f-rV ^wherebe used to hoJdtheliy tits outside Number 
stifesB music’s fcVv’.;,- t ^Downing Street, He became a concert promoter 
* jn Iffe Bodes and has carved out a reputation for . 
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tonal Opera to . . : : 0.:.Camen opens on 6 February and will run for 10 
itifttilhat the'ma- : peribhnances, with ticket prices all below £4a It is 
rfeocared of -J ,, “ expected to play to over 40,000 people. . 

: C*'- -f * David Lister, Arts News EdKor 


Oldest survivor of 


the Titanic dies 


at the age of 100 

The oldest survivor of the Titanic 
disaster, Edith Haisman, has died 
aged 100. Only five survivors of 
the disaster now remain - all of 
them well into their 80s and 90s. 
Mrs Haisman was 15 when she 
made the fateful crossing with her 
family, who were hoping to make a 
new life in Seattle. 

Her father, Thomas Brown, 
perished with 1,522 others on 14 
April 1912 when the liner hit an 
iceberg. 

Along with her mother, 0iza- 
beth, Mrs Haisman was one of the 
few who found space on a lifeboat 
Throughout her life, Mrs Hais- 
man was haunted by the memory. 

She said last year. “It was a long 
time ago that it happened, but you 
do not forget rL I had it for years 
on my mind. It never goes away.” 

She also remembered that her 
fattier had a presentiment that 
something awful would occur. “As 1 



Edith Haisman: Haunted lifetime 


was walking up the gangplank, my 
father ... turned white. He had 
some sort of idea that something 
was going to happen." 

She last saw her father standing 
on deck, with a glass of brandy in 
one hand and a cigar in the other. 
He waved and said: “I will see you 
in New York." 


ova- truancy fine 

A mother fined £1 ,000 for failing to 
stop her two teenage sons playing 
truant lodged an appeal yesterday 
as the boys returned to school for 
the first time in three months. 

Carol Matthews, 36. was 
ordered to pay the fine, the 
maximum permitted by the 1993 
Education Act, after a court heard 
that Stephen, 16, and Wayne, 14, 
had not been to their south 
London school since October. 

Miss Matthews, of Forest Hill, 
south-east London, had until 
yesterday to pay the fine or face 
possible arrest and perhaps even 
jail, but instead lodged an appeal. 
Greenwich magistrates court 
confirmed. The fine was put on 
hold until after the appeal hearing. 

A spokesman for Lewisham 
council, which took Miss Matthews 
to court, said: “Her two sons were 
at school today for the first time 
since October. This is an excellent 
first step. The teachers were 
extremely pleased to see them." 


Mother of missing Zoe protests innocence after release 


The mother of the missing Wiltshire 
schoolgirl Zoe Evans yesterday 
said she still desperately hopes 
her daughter mil be found alive. 

Paula Evans, 28, speaking 
through her lawyer, vehemently 
denied she had anything to do 
with the disappearance of the 
nine-year-old. The mother of two 
was said to be “completely 
drained and exhausted" and 


remained at a secret address after 
being released from police 
custody without charge. She and 
Zoe’s stepfather, Miles Evans. 23, 
an Army driver, were held for 
questioning for 60 hours. Police 
fear the girl is dead. 

Richard Griffiths, the solicitor 
who represented her during the 
questioning, said yesterday: “Mrs 
Evans emphatically says she is 


innocent of any involvement in the 
disappearance of Zoe. She still 
hopes against hope that Zoe is 
alive somewhere and will turn up. 
She is as anxious to help as any- 
one, even when she herself does 
not know the answers ... She un- 
derstands the police have a duty to 
discover what has happened. But 
she has made it absolutely dear 
she has given all the help she can." 
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Go on, tell your boss | 

what you think of him 

orgamsaaoo, acra f 1 d ^io^^^ 2ri e w 7 ’ in which the indivictoal • 
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counsels that criticism must \w?j t£ JHHAJ y™ J 
be constructive because it can 7 'UrnK Of M* W S 
be “quite devastating". Such rut 

schemes have to be “formaT f 2 *** ,/e^l - 


be “quite devastating . Such 
schemes have to be “formar 
but not too highly structured, 
otherwise they can limit the 
amount recipients learn about 

themselves. 

Personal Feedback: Cases in 
Point, Institute of Employment 
Studies, £27, from Grantham 
Book Services, Isaac Newton 
Way, Alma Park Industrial 
F fint?, Grantham NG31 9SD. 

Barrie Clement 
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Complacency over rural heritage 

' . ... ■■ 


Ministers are complacent about the protection 

valuable agricultural land from yns ’ 

claimed yesterday The Council for tbe Protection of ^ 

England said tbe Ministry of Agriculture, fisheries 

between 1988 and 1995, foiled to object to planning [applications - 

involving development on farmland over 10 tunes the size of . 

Bl Sdover the same period, MAFF objected to applications foe 
development on less that 25 per cent of the highest graite _ . 

agricultural land and less than 20 per cent of land involving the 

t0 ^SefiSeTreveal MAFFs continuing complacency towards 
protecting even onr best farmland,” said CPRE rural affairs 
officer; Gregor Hatch eon. MAFFs relaxed attitude nsk«l 
squandering a vital and precious finite resource, he added. . 


SCHOOLS 


Extra-curricular inactivity 

Shortages of foods and teaching time are hampering schools' 
efforts to boost pupils’ academic performance through extra- 
curricular activities. A survey of 62 London schools by Education 
Extra, the foundation for after-school activities, such as sports, 
pastimes and even bomweork clubs revealed 90 per cent of 
secondaries and 80 per cent of primaries hoping to increase their 
provision could not do so because staff were already 
overworked. 

The majority also reported serious problems funding these 
activities despite believing they were vital to students' success. 

The findings come a week after government-backed research 
indicated after-school clubs were as effective as homework in 
helping children achieve in the classroom. 

Capital Gains. £3.50 from Education Extra. St Margaret s House, 
17 Old Ford Road, London, E2 9PL. Jet 018J-9S3 1061. 

Lucy Ward 
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Parent rebels 


EU red tape blamed for hunger 


Excessive biotechnology regulation bj the European Union is 
perpetuating mass hanger; according to tbe Social Affairs Unit 
(SAU). Biotechnology is the use of organisms or parts to create 
goods and services, such as the controversial genetically modified 
soya, or tbe "flava-sava" tomato. 

An SAU report says such advances could make it possible to 
feed the world and with an ever-increasing world population - 
conservatively estimated to more than doable to ll-3bn by 2010 - 
agri cultural production will have to increase dramatically. 

But the EU’s decision to operate on tbe "cautionary principle" - 
avoiding any potential risks, is censoring innovation, the report 
argues. Professor Henry Miller; former director of biotechnology 
at tbe US Food and Drug Administration, said: “Biotechnology is 
widely misunderstood. It is seen as a sci-fi Frankenstein monster.** 
Biotechnology Regulation, £5, the Social Affairs Unit, 314-322 
Regent Street, London WIR SAB. Teh 0171 6374356 

Glenda Cooper 


ENVIRONMENT 


Cool times - but warmer dimes 


Global warming is continuing - despite cooler temperatures last 
year, according to new figures released by the Meteorological 
Office yesterday. 

Tbe temperature last year was about 02 1C wanner than the 30- 
vear average, which is around 1 1C. But it is still some way behind 
the record change of 0.38C in 1995. 

The 0.21C change may not seem remarkable, but a Met Office . 
spokesman, Andy Yeatman, said; “Five degrees from one day to 
the next is neither here not there. But last time the average global 
temperature was five degrees lower, we had an ice age. So 0.21 of a 
degree is quite a significant change.’’ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L2% of 
the raw material tor UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Thanks to Dell you can now save bundles. With its price reduced by £100. the 
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Back to the future: Nathan Chapman, 10, examining some of the produce at the Earth Balance site in Northumberland, which has been given official endorsement 


Photograph: Ted Ditchbum 
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Britain’s revolutionary farm of the 
future: earth, wind, water and sun 


ilamed 


for hunger 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 
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Britain’s most ambitious green farm- 
ing project, which its .supporters 
claim is *‘a viable way to live in "the 
21st century”, was yesterday given the 
stamp of official endorsement. 

The scheme known as Earth Bal- 
ance yesterday announced a £13m 
second phase, about half of which 
comes from public sources, which will 
harness wind, water and the sun as 
power sources for the 220 acre site 


at Bedliugton. Northumberland. 
The complex already includes a 
bakery and a brewery. 

“What started as a fantasy is fast 
becoming a reality,” said Steve 
Mancbee, the project director. “We 
will shew people a viable way to live 
in the 21st Centuiy.” 

"We are not trying to create a 
theme park,” said Mr Mancbee, 
although eventually 85,000 visitors 
are expected to tty the “hands-on” 
green technology and sample the 
home produce. “We are relatively 


pragmatic, seeing whether it is pos- 
sible to run businesses on sustainable 
lines without detracting from their 
commercial viability.” 

The largest slice of the money, 
almost £500,000. will come from Eng- 
lish Partnerships, the stale-funded 
development agency. Northumber- 
land County Council and the EU 
Regional Development Fund are also 
key backers. 

The project has a serious practi- 
cal purpose. It is not Hying to cre- 
ate an idyllic hippie commune, nor 


a "green theme park”such as the 
futuristic Earth Centre planned for 
Doncaster. Drawing inspiration from 
the Centre for Alternative Technol- 
ogy in rural Wiles, Mr Manchee and 
his co-founders hope to show how 
local economies can be revived on 
sustainable lines. 

About £760,000 was spent on 

E hase one. including a bakeiy, a 
orticultural training unit for peo- 
ple with learning difficulties and par- 
tial conversion of the farm to organic 
production. 


The Green Man Bakeiy started 
trading last September with a ca- 
pacity to produce 11,300 loaves or 
other bread products per week. % 
1999 it should be using wheat from 
the farm and its ovens will be fired 
by wood from a willow coppice. 
Barley grown on the farm will sup- 
ply the Northumberland Brewery, 
currently trading off-site but due to 
move in the summer to a building 
taking electric power from a photo- 
voltaic array on the roof. 

Phase two includes a 60kw wind 


turbine, linked to a 10 kw water tur- 
bine via a three-acre hydrostorage 
lake. The lake will provide a trout 
fishery while a reedbed system will 
convert sewage into compost. 

In addition to its main operations, 
the farm also has three groups 
beavering away on their own ideas: 
re-cycling textiles and making small- 
scale wind turbines and kitchen fur- 
niture. By 1999 it is hoped the farm 
will directly employ 30 people - two 
at present - with another 60 jobs cre- 
ated indirectly. 
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but the carrots may taste of prawn cocktail 


Ian Burrell 
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Cheese-and-onion flavoured cauli- 
flower and prawn-cocktail flavoured 
carrots are to be marketed to chil- 
dren to try to overcome their aver- 
sion to vegetables and help protect 
them from cancer. 

Iceland, the frozen-food retailer 
announced the new range yesterday 
after Gordon McVie, director-gen- 
eral of the Cancer Research Cam- 
paign. made the suggestion in an 


interview with the Independeni. The 
CRC has agreed to endorse the prod- 
ucts after it published research which 
showed many mothers have given up 
the battle of feeding their children 
vegetables. 

Researchers at Strathclyde Uni- 
versity found that in many homes 
Christmas dinner was the only meal 
when children were fed the recom- 
mended amount of vegetables. The 
report concluded that new aj 
preaches were needed to make i ‘ 


, dren more friendly towards vegeta- 
bles. Forcing them to eat their 
greens did not work and nor did 
“cunning” ploys like smothering 
vegetables in sauce or gravy. 

Malcolm Walker, Iceland's chief 
executive said: “It’s technically very 
easy to flavour frozen vegetables. You 
can already buy minted frozen peas, 
for instance, and maybe that’s some- 
thing we should pick up on. While 
kids might not lead the iaeal lifestyle, 
there could be an argument for say- 


ing let’s give in to it and make 
flavoured and fashionable vegetables. 
Whether it will sell or not, I don’t 
know, but we will have a go.” 

Another idea was to brand and 
package vegetables in a more ap- 
pealing way for children. 

The research team interviewed 
nine groups of working-class women 
with chfldren aged three to 16. 

Children expressed an “arbitrary 
and despotic” dislike of vegetables, 
said Professor Hastings. They tend- 


ed lo “graze” rather than sit down 
to family meals and when set meal 
times were arranged they could be 
a stressful battleground. The findings 
showed that sweet com and baked 
beans are more acceptable to chil- 
dren than other types of vegetables, 
while soft greens like sprouts and 
cabbage are especially loathed. 

Professor Hastings said health 
workers and retailers must join 
forces lo alter the “cultural position” 
of vegetables. 


But be accepted that to get chil- 
dren to eat the recommended five 
portions a day of vegetables and fruit 
was an “enormous task”. Recent re- 
search for the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture showed that the UK’s 
consumption of vegetables had de- 
creased 30 per cent since 1970, 
while the trend for frozen food was 
increasing. Professor McVie said 
pepping vitamin pills into the mouths 
of children is not the answer. 

Leading article, page 13 


Police 
bugging 
was a 
shambles 

Steve Bpggan 

An inquiry into the control of police 
telephone taps has uncovered sham- 
bolic procedures that led to details 
of 900 bugging ope rations apparently 
going astray. 

Detectives called in to investigate 
how a corrupt colleague gained ac- 
cess to secret phone transcripts for 
a criminal had to trace 396 officers 
from 35 forces to find out what had 
happened to secret records that 
should have been destroyed. 

The National Criminal Intelli- 
gence Service (NCIS). which controls 
phone taps under the 1985 Inter- 
ception of Communications Act. 
moved quickly yesterday to assure the 
public that aU the records had now 
been accounted for, but it could do 
nothing to hide the apparent lapses 
in security over the most sensitive in- 
formation available lo police forces. 

John Stevens, the former chief con- 
stable of Northumbria, was called in 
to investigate by NCIS in December 
1995 after it emerged that lawyers act- 
ing for John Donald, a former South 
East Regional Crime Squad officer, 
had details of a phone tap on a crim- 
inal who was paving him. Donald, 
who should not have had access to 
the records, was subsequently jailed 
for 1 1 years for corruption. 

Under interception legislation, 
senior officers are allowed to exam- 
ine the transcripts of bugging oper- 
ations and can make notes to take 
away in specially issued and logged 
notebook which must be returned 
and destroyed at the end of investi- 
gations. However, when he began his 
inquiry, Mr Stevens found that 
around 900 notebooks had appar- 
ently not been returned. The only ad- 
ministrative system was a ledger 
that was woefully incomplete. 

During a 12-month inquiry in- 
volving 12 Northumbria detectives, 
aU the unaccounted for notebooks 
were either tracked down or “ac- 
counted for”. Asked whether some 
of the notebooks were traced to de- 
tectives’ “offices, garages or bed- 
rooms", one officer in the inquiiy 
smiled and nodded. 

Albert Pacey. the director-gener- 
al of NCIS who called in Mr 
Stevens's team, said the inquiry had 
found no evidence that any infor- 
mation had been lost or that any in- 
vestigations were compromised by 
the circulation of notebooks. “As a 
result of the lapse, Mr Stevens has 
made a large number of recom- 
mendations, ail of which I have ac- 
cepted.” said Mr Pacey. 

Mr Stevens, who examined Cus- 
toms and Excise controls on phone 
taps as part of his inquiiy, said: “We 
interviewed 396 serving or retired of- 
ficers from 35 of the 43 forces and 1 
am satisfied that all the original ma- 
terial has been accounted for. That 
does not mean that there are not 
photocopies about.” 

“I wish this had not happened," 
said Mr Pacey. “But at least I can re- 
assure the public by pointing out that, 
as soon as we realised something was 
wrong, we called an outside force in 
to conduct an inquiry, we reported 
ourselves to the Parliamentary Com- 
missioner and we alerted the media 
to show that we are fully accountable. 
Nothing was swept under the carpeL 

"Now. with new safeguards in 
place or on the way, we will do our 
best to ensure there are no similar 
problems in the future.” 
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I find I’m now 



Helping 

YOU MAKE 
THE MOST 

OF YOUR 

SAVINGS AND 
INVESTMENTS 


a higher rate taxpayer - so now more 
than ever, I’m looking for tax-free 
investments. Any suggestions? 
Nigel Thompson 

HARTFORD 



Stefanie Brayne 

National Savings 

** What about our Index- 
linked Savings Certificates? 

They keep pace with inflation (as 
measured by the Retail Prices Index) and 
the current Issue pays an extra 2.5% pa 
guaranteed over 5 years - completely 
tax-free! To you, as a higher rate 
taxpayer, that's worth 4,16% pa gross 
abovetnflation. And what’s more they 
don't even need to be mentioned on 
your tax return. 

So to ensure your investments are 
as successful as your career, 
buy now using the application form in 
Your Money. For a full guide to 
our Index-linked Savings Certificates, 
freecali 0500 500 ooo, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week.” 
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Inmates moved 
from riot jail 

Ian Burrell 


Nearly 150 prisoners were yes- 
terday removed from a higti-se- 
curity jail where prison riot 
squads fought to control a 
12-hour rampage by inmates. 

The unrest at Full Sutton 
prison. York, was finally quelled 
yesterday morning w hen the riot 


lieved to have started when 
two troublesome inmates were 
tojng segregated by jail staff. 

One of the inmates shouted 
out what is believed to have been 
a signal to other prisoners to start 
the trouble. Within minutes the 
pnsonere had taken control of 
uie jail's B and C wings. 

There had been tension in the 


. * nere had been tension in the 
squads stormed barricades and jail for many weeks which mav 
seized back control of two wings have been linked to a claSS 
where inmates had been run- rtnom c j ^ 


where inmates had been run- 
ning amok. 

As a police helicopter soared 
overhead, more than 5IJ fire of- 
ficers moved into the jail to ex- 
tinguish a series of blazes which 
prisoners had lit during the 
night. Sources at the jail yes- 
lerdav described scenes’ of 
“widespread devastation’'. 

One officer said? “f orr»H«>rc 


One officer said: “Corridors 
have been gutied by fire, they 
have smashed their window's 
out. offices have been wrecked 
and the TV rooms have been 
smashed up. It will take months 
to gel back to normal.” 

The trouble, which started at 
6pm on Monday when the pris- 
oners were unlocked fmm cells 
for evening association, Ls be- 


— - Ml M 

down on the use of drugs. 

Earlier on Monday, staff told 
governors that a group of seven 
ringleaders were seeking to 
spark trouble in the jail. 

The prison service said the 
damage would cost around 
£500,000 to repair. 

Yesterday 146 inmates were 
being transferred to jails in 
Manchester. Wakefield. 
Durham and elsewhere to limit 
the chance of further trouble at 
Full Sutton. 

The transfers will add to the 
prison service’s overcrowd mo 
problems, with the jail population 
at a record 60,000 and rising. The 
damage at Full Sutton will cause 
the loss of up to 200 places for 
high-security prisoners. 



Test of dexterity; Quarry 
workers extracting 
sandstone from above St 
Bride's Bay In the 
Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park where the 
quarry that supplied the 
original material to build St 
David’s Cathedral north of 
the bay in the 12th century 
has been reopened to 
provide for the restoration 
of the west front Onset). 
Medieval methods of 
extraction are being used 
to avoid damage and 
pollution from Masting. 
Photographs: Rob Stratton 
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If you’d rather work smarter than just 
harder, then this is definitely for you 


a machine that will happily slave away 


for your business. Because what you 
see here is an advanced, all-in-one 
fax/printer/scanner and copier, 
designed to save time, space, effort 
and all the hassle of operating and 
maintaining four separate machines. 


And because it can link up to a PC, 


this veritable workhorse lets you send 


and receive faxes straight from the 
screen, and even allows for printing 
directly from your computer. The three 


competitively priced models in BTs 
four-in-one range are the BF550e, the 
BF750 and the BF850se. Meanwhile, 


should your needs be more modest 


(but no less exacting), then consider 
the DF450, a plain paper fax and 
copier with the added advantage of a 
telephone answering machine interface. 
For more information or to place an 
order, caMBTBusmessconnections 


Freefone 0800 800 800. 


And find out which model you should 


be slave-driving. 


Freefone 0800 800 


Work smarter 


not just harder 


BT FAX MACHINES 


Available from; BT Business Connection Centres in selected BT Shops, BT Communications Centos, 
Crystal Communications. DX Communications. S.E.T. and The Telephone Shop. 
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Loyalists’ 


place at 


table in 


jeopardy 


David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


The Government yesterday is- 
sued a pointed public warning 
to loyalist groups that more vi- 
olence would jeopardise the 
place at the conference table 
which is occupied by “fringe loy- 
alist" parties. 

The Northern Ireland Office 
said in a statement that violent 
attacks “inevitably raise ques- 
tions" over the position of the 
Progressive Unionist party and 
Ulster Democratic party. The 
parties are seen as speaking for, 
respectively, ibe Ulster Vblunteer 
Force and Ulster Defence As- 
sociation. both of which are illegal 
para military organisations. 

The statement is seen as a re- 
sponse to Monday's boobytrap 
attack on a family in Lame, Co 
Antrim. A hand grenade ex- 
ploded underneath a van bold- 
ing a Catholic couple and their 
five-month-old baby, but none 
of them was injured'. The UVF 
has a significant presence in the 
town. 

The NIO had received a bar- 
rage of criticism for its perceived 
reluctance to attribute two pre- 
vious boobytrap attacks to loy- 
alists, even though security 
sources held them responsible, 
and loyalists themselves pri- 
vately admitted involvement. 

Officially, the Government 
and the fringe parties maintain 
that the loyalist ceasefire is 
holding. But it is evident Lhat the 
NIO has become increasingly 
worried about its public posi- 
tion. which was rendered hK-h- 
following 

RUC Chief Constable Ronnie 
Flanagan’s acknowledgement 
that the first two bombs were 
planted by loyalists. 

“TH h r- NI ° staleme nt said: 
Ihe Government shares the in- , 
creasing public concern that has , 

ansen as the result or recent car- j 
SS h ltac u • lhe first «*o of i 

which have been attributed by 
the Chief Constable to loyalist I 

antf emiS ’hi 1 ? ose incidents, ( 

and possible that at Lame yes- I 
terday, inevitably raise questions | 


over the position of the two par- 
ties associated with the loyalist 
paramilitaries.’' 

- It is open to participants 

l the political talks to raise the is- ’ 

- sue, and possibly seek the ex- 
: pulsion of the loyalists, during 

■ a plenary session to be held on 

■ Monday next. At the moment 
however the signs are that most 

> parties are reluctant to press the 
t issue. 

The Ulster Unionist MP Ken 
Maginnis said his party would 
not seek their expulsion, saying 
there had been a significant con- 
trast in the leadership being giv- 
en by loyalist political 
spokesmen and the Sinn Fein 
leadership. But he added: “Ob- 
viously there could come a 
point when the weight of activ- 
ity overrides that point of view.” 

Ian Paisley jun of the De- 
mocratic Unionist party said his 
party was waiting for ihe Gov- 
ernment to take the initiative. 

He added: “Quite obviously 
the British government want 
everyone else to do their dirty 
work for them. We are saying 
to Lhem You have the state- rv 
ments from the RUC, you are tl 
a participant in the talks, you 
bring forward the indictment’.” 

■ Relations between John Ma- 
jor and David Trimble were 
strained last night after the Ul- 
ster Unionist leader emeiged 
without concessions from a 
meeting with the Prime Minis- 
ter at his private room at the 
House of Commons, writes 
lolm Brown. 

With the Ulster Unionists 
threatening to vote against the 
Government in a Commons 
vute last night, Mr Trimble’s 
party appeared to ready to as- 
sert its authority, holding the 
balance at Westminster. 

Mr Trimble privately criti- 
cised the Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary. Sir Patrick Mayhew, of 
inaction in the face of the col- 
lapsing ceasefire and the wors- 
ening security situation. He M 
served no Lice that the places oc- 
cupied by the Loyalists at the 

cross-party talks wouldfre chal- 
lenged on Monday. J 
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Bedlam as psychiatric services collapse 

London runs P 'PSPPP p ” .. . 7 : WM ‘Schizbusters’ in 


out of beds as 
violence rises 
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Glenda Cooper 

London is failing ihc menially 
ill. with services are near to col- 
lapse and unable to sustain the 
demands made on them, ac- 
cording to the most cnmprv- 
hvnsnc study ever undertaken 
into menial health provision in 
Ihc capital. 

The capital is running out of 
beds, there are more acts of vi- 
olence. more patients compul- 
sorily detained and higher rales 
of admission than ic am other 
purl of the country, according 
to the King's Fund which pro- 
duced the 4<fll-p,ige report. 

It said that care in (he com- 
munity services are insufficient 
to ci ipe with patients that do not 
quality for secure Ivds. There 
are huge variations in resi- 
dential care facilities across 
London and home treatment is 
utuiluhlc in only a few areas. 

London has been ui the cen- 


G The crisis 
is not due to 
meanness or 
stick-in-the-mud 
attitudes 3 


tre of the debate aver the treat- 
ment of the menially ill with a 
succession of high-profile care- 
in-thc community failures - 
among them the schizophren- 
ics Christopher Clunis and 
Stephen Laudat, who went on 
to kill. A government report last 
year listing authorities (hat 
could not provide comprehen- 
sive mental health services be- 
fore 1997 was dominated by 
London boroughs. 

Rates for psychosis in inner 
London are double those of oth- 
er inner cities and the higher ad- 
mission thresholds in London 
mean that patients who are 
not psychotic or have not been 
compulsorily detained are less 
likely to gam access to an acute 
bed than in other pans of the 
country. 

The Secretary of Slate for 
Health. Stephen DorrclL said he 
acknowledged that mental 
health services in London were 
under pressure, but said that the 
Government had already re- 
sponded to the problems. 
"Mental health has for many 
years been the Cinderella ser- 
vice but in the last five years 
there has been a striking shift 
in priorities." he said. "The 
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need of a miracle 


funding formula has been 
changed to reflect the fact that 
there is .1 higher incidence of 
menial illness in London and 
consequently greater pressure 
on the services. We will keep Ihe 
formula under review and if it 
can be demonstrated that it is 
not appropriately reflecting pa- 
tient need then we will change 
it again.” 

But mental health charities 
said the report confirmed their 
worst fears and criticised min- 
islers fur mu doing more to pre- 
vent the crisis. The charity 
Mind blamed the Government's 
"negligent" underfunding of 
community care for the ■■ex- 
ceptionally difficult circum- 
stances" in the capital. 

“For years. Mind has been 
waming the Government that 
the failure to properly fund 
e« iniprehenshe community care 
wi iutd lead to a crisis," .said Judi 
Clements, the charity’s nation- 
al director. “The failures high- 
lighted by this report, and many 
others before, deserve a con- 
sidered response from govern- 
ment. and not more knee-jerk 
reactions designed to boost 
opinion poll ratings.” 

Marjorie Wallace, chief ex- 
ecutive of the charily. Sane, 
called for a moratorium on 
bed closures. "It is disgraceful 
that seriously menially ill peo- 
ple are either discharged too 
early or are not admitted to hos- 
pital for (he care and treatment 
they need," she said. "Instead, 
they arc being squeezed into 
hospital corridors ... forcing 
psychiatrists to make intolera- 
ble choices.” 

The report said that delays in 
getting a bed were frequent, 
with the average wait for ad- 
mission to a secure unit being 
24 hours, and seven weeks for 
residential accommodation with 
24-hour staffing. The volun- 
tary sector is having to play a 
larger role in providing care in 
the community while high in- 
tensity 24-hour community ser- 
vices are almost entirely absent- 

"The findings ... describe a 
service in inner London that 
cannot be sustained because it 
is unable to meet the demands 
imposed on it,” said the report 

"The crisis in inner London 
is not due to meanness among 
London’s purchasers or to stick- 
in-the-mud attitudes among 
providers. The formulae for al- 
location resources to deprived 
inner city areas need to be re- 
visited.” 

■ London's Menial Health', 
available from the George God- 
ber bookshop at the King’s 
Fund. 11-13 Cavendish Square, 
London, W1M OAN price £15. 




The human factor: Dr Mark Salter (left) with ‘Pete’, a patient for 3.0 years 


“It’s like a mad game of pass the 
parcel,” says Mark Salter in 
exasperated tones as he looks at 
the list of cases. It is the beginning 
of another normal day as a 
consultant psychiatrist in Stoke 
Newington, north London, writes 
Glenda Cooper. 

In the following cighL hours his 
team deal with a torture victim, a 
violent schizophrenic ami a man 
who believes be is paralysed. 

Married with two children. Dr 
Salter, 37. has worked in the area 
for 1U years. His team of 20 has 
1,700 cases on the boots at any 
one lime. “We are supposed 10 
have all the answers out we need a 
miracle to do what we need to. My 
team docs a great job but there is" 
noi adequate funding in London.” 

From 9.15am the stream of 
patients begins - success stories 
like Sara, 16, whose sassiness 
belies her drug problems, or Paul, 
a highly intelligent schizophrenic 
wbo has knuckled down to take 
his medication. They are followed 
by Hassan, a Turkish victim of 
torture suffering post traumatic 
stress disorder after the deaths of 
his family, and Frank, whose 
mental problems are exacerbated 
Photograph: Bnan Harris bv paedophiliac tendencies. 
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Outside, aggressive twin brothers 
- both schizophrenics - have 
turned up to get their 
prescriptions. Dr Salter and their 
keyworker uy to calm them down. 

"it is 1pm and after a quick bite 
in a greasy spoon Dr Salter races 
out on community visits. 

The first Is a deluded Bengali 
woman who is convinced that 
people arc using her flat us a 
brothel. The second stop is a 
gloomy flat with overflowing 
ashtrays and the stench of urine. 
Dr Sailer is seeing lain, who 
thinks he is paralysed down one 
side although he has nothing 
medically wrong with him. His 
partner Mary is an alcoholic who 
rarely moves from her bedroom. 

The Iasi case is John, a violent 
schizophrenic who may have 
stopped taking his me'dication. 
“What do we ao?” Dr Salter says. 
"We have to respect people's 
rights - we can’t just take people 
in for apparently no reason 
because we’re worried. But then if 
we don’t and be starts La king 
someone's face off with a crowbar, 
Joe Public will blame us and say 
we should have done something.” 
All names and some details have 
been chanted. 
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politics 


T wo more sincere champions 
could not be found for a 
more important debate. 

The passionate Europhohe, 

Teresa Gorman fCon. Billericav) 
had tabled a ten-minute rule Bill 
for a referendum to be held on 
Our continuing membership of the 
EU. Denis MacShane {Lab, 
Rotherham), a long-standing 
advocate of doser ties with 
Europe, sought to oppose the 
motion. The" result was hilarious. 

Teresa opened so full of feeling 
on the subject of being ruled by 
foreigners, that her words 
couldn't emerge at the rate that 
her emotions demanded. They 
began to build up behind her 
teeth, weighing down on her 




about the health service (“they 
think it's splendid), or schools 
(“they’re excellent), but about 
Europe. “The one question they 
all ask," she informed the House, 

pa * “is when are you going to do 

Swineherd and wench gggSa? 

somewhere between the Crab 
Nebula and the Klingon Empire. 

Her local butcher couldn’t use 
his old chopping-board because 
of the Eurocrats, the fish and chip 
shop had a sign saying “hands off 
British fish” and one member of 
the public had repudiated the 
euro, on the basis that he “didn’t 
want a pocket full of bottle-tops” . 
We all remember, she said, what 


onovitch 


* ^ vtutivi nvyiivii 

do battle over Europe 


tongue and blocking her throat 
Only with great difficulty did 
sentences emerge naturally or 
coherently. 

But even when coherent these 
phrases were odd, suggesting that 
Ms Gorman exists in a parallel 


dimension. When she met 
ordinary folk “in pubs, dubs and 
supermarkets” (I am looking 
forward to the MP who admits to 
meeting constituents in “bath- 
rooms, brothels and betting- 
shops”) they did not complain 


happened with decimalisation 
(bear, hear, yelled Congleton’s 
Anne Winterton). With this 
clinching argument made, Ms 
Gorman sat down. 

Tune for a rare moment of 
parliamentary glory for Denis 
MacShane. I like Denis; he is 
clever and genial. And he is also 
desperate. His almost crippling 
desire to be in the big league 
shouts from his sharp suits and 
shrieks from the crisply folded 
hankie in his breast pocket 
“Please, please, please, make me 
a shadow spokesthing!” it yells. 
And there is no answer. 

It was Denis’s awareness of his 
opponent* s tenuous hold on ' 
things terrestrial, that led him 


into terrible error - he decided to 
ridicule her. “The honourable 
lady is an adornment to the 
House," he scoffed, “we all love 
her!" Up till now (he went on) 
the Europhobes had bad it all 
their own way. Bui, he warned, 
“the Iron Maiden of Truth will 
damp around the farrago of half- 
truths and inid parting phrases". I 
can only imagine that the erudite 
MacShane was quoting from an 
idiomatic Portuguese poem. 

Worse followed. Ms Gorman 
was, he said, “a chirruping 
chimpanzee” behind whom stood 
“an organ-grinder with a deeper 
purpose". By now the press 
gallery (which is full of nature- 
lovers who know that durrupy 


things are 

SSsgtfs- 

sSisar 

swineherd and Eua the bad- 
"SSSLj cervina wench from the 

SSnheTisS $5*3^ 

not amused. 


PRIMEJVIINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 



"John 

Major 

2/10 

Tony 

Blair 

2/10 


Major presented an NHS in a better state than ever = 
as a result of being in. Conservative hands for two", 
thirds of its lifetime, labour's atticisms were dis- 
missed by Major as an Insult to the serv Ice. - 

Blair's allied that Labour bwlt the NHS. which : 
should be run again as a "proper co-operative seif 
vice, not hospital against hospital, doctor against : 
doctor! and the only party that win rebuild tbe NHS 
is the party that created it". Pofotless^, both lead- 
ers only presented their stock image of the NHS. ^ 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


Crisis in the NHS (every Labour question) 

Labour's tax plans (every Conservative question but one) 
The riot at Full Sutton prison(John Greenway, C, Ryedale) 
Police (Sentencing) Bill defeat in Lords (Paddy Ashdown) 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


Blair asked whether Major disputed hospital figures on children turned away 
from one hospital to seek intensive care at another Major responded,- in' the 
light of the Shadow Chancellor’s tight spending pledge on Monday; could Labour 
do any better without any extra money? 

After briefly looking as though he would tighten the screw over children turned 
away from hospitals, Blair managed to broaden his questions so much that Ma -. 
jor easily answered them with broad assertions of hisown. 


Lords vote to 

compensate 
shooting clubs 



Aime Campbell 

Anne Campbell's (Lab, Cambridge) di- 
rect question on paediatric intensive 
enbamttAddBnbRMbHaapMUd- 

Bbfr^BDundwok. She will earn points 
from the Labour question-fixers. . 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


Jofm Major , _ 

Blair said 20,000 managers had beerr 
created since 1990. Major replied 5he 
figures that the- RLBon Gentleman 
quotes an managers are wrong: Gov- 
ernment statistics say 20,902. 


Major's description of John Prescott (Lab, Hull East) “The mouth 
of the Humber’. 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Ashdown asked whether the Home Secretary would note that if 
he wished to ammd the Mice (Sentencing) Bill in a more Liber- 
al direction, 'we stand ready to participate'. Despite calls of "what 
an offer!", Major declined to accept on Michael Howard’s behalf. 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


Patrick Carmack (C. Staffordshire South] asked the Prime M inis- 
ter "Would my Rt Hon Friend remind those who listened with irv- 
credulity to the speech of the Shadow Chancellor yesterday. that 
although Imitation $ the sincerest form of Hattery_tt S no-sufistk 
lutefor tteqriginal^, . ^ Compiled by Bert Soihfoe& 



Fran Abrams 

•Ftolitical Correspondent 

The Home Office was dealt yet 
another defeat in the House of 
Lords last night whea rebel 
Tory peers voted for compen- 
sation for gun club owners 
who suffer losses because of 
the ban on handguns over 
.22 calibre. 

Following Monday's defeats 
on the Police Bill, the Lords vot- 
ed by 158 to 135 in favour of an 
amendment to the Firearms 
(Amendment) Bill which would 
enable club owners to claim 
compensation. An amendment 
to compensate dealers was re- 
jected by 147 to 120. 

The Bill proposes market 
value compensation to individ- 
uals for the loss of their 
weapons and, for higher calibre 
guns, for accessories. The Gov- 
ernment estimates the cost at 
£150 million, and last night’s de- 
feat would add to that cost - or 
delay the legislation if the Gov- 
ernment tries to reverse the de- 
feaL 

Home Office minis ter of 
state. Baroness Blatch told 
peers: “It would be a complete 
departure from precedent and 
one which we could not support 
for the taxpayer to be asked 
to meet losses of this kind 
which were attributed to the 
prohibition of handguns." 


The defeat came despite a 
call by Labour frontbencher 
Lord McIntosh of Haringey to 
his colleagues to oppose any 
move that would weaken the 
Bill or add to its cost. 

Last night’s successful 
amendment was was tabled by 
the Earl of Shrewsbury, chair- 
man of the Firearms Consulta- 
tive Committee, to compensate 
srators of a target shooting 
i or association that went out 
of buaness as a result of the gov- 
ernment Bfll. 

The Home Office was last 


he 


of the Lords defeat for the fu- 
ture of the legislation. “The 
amendment passed in the Lords 
has si gnifican t economic impli- 
cations and we are studying 
them carefully,” a spokesman 
said. 

Opening the debate. Lord 
Shrewsbury said: “I firmly be- 
lieve that the present plans will 
lead to injustice. Many of the 
wont hit by this BOI will be or- 
dinary club members who have 
pitched together to run their 
clubs or ranges." 

A survey of 139 of the UK’s 
2,067 gun dubs had found that 
71 per cent would be unable to 
afford the new security arrange- 
ments required for .22 ar- 
mouries. Returns from 126 
dubs had put financial losses at 
£31 million. “This will leave 


many people bankrupt, 
warned. 

Meanwhile, the Government 
was facing a tight Commons 
vote on the National Health 
Service, Labour claims that 
more than 400 children have 
been turned away from inten- 
sive care beds in four months 
were dismissed by the Prime 
Minister during question time. 
The accusations and counter-ac- 
cusations came after the Labour 
Party leader, Tony Blair, berat- 
ed the Prime Minister for the 
Conservative Party’s record. “It 
is not good enough for him and 
for government ministers to 
conceal the true state of affairs,” 
he said. 

Mr Major was later accused 
by a Labour MP of misleading 
the house when he said that the 
opposition’s report on the 
crisis was “alarmist nonsense.” 

“Every child needing a pae- 
diatric intensive bed has been 
found one," die Prime Minister 
said. The Secretary of State for 
Health, Stephen Dorrell, said 
later in a debate called by 
Labour on the health service 
that 40 cases had been referred 
since 1 December, through a 
new emergency service set up 
to deal with problems in find- 
ing hospital places. All of them 
were offered at least two pae- 
diatric intensive care beds, he 
said. 



Class of ‘97: Members of the National Association of Head Teachers lobbying MPs in 
Westminster yesterday against planned changes to teachers’ pension rules which, they 
say, would virtually cut off their route to early retirement Photograph: Tom Pilston 
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Gorman ‘insulted’ by Chief 
Whip over referendum Bill 


Cofin Brown 

Chief FWitical Correspondent 


Teresa Gorman yesterday said 
she was “insulted” by the Chief 
Whip, Alastair Goodlad, as the 
Government attempted to force 
her to drop a backbench Euro- 
pean referendum Bill which 
threatened an embarrassing 
split in the GoveramenL 
Mrs Gorman told how Mr 
Goodlad last week called her 
into his office to warn her that 
she would be helping Sir James 
Goldsmith’s Referendum Par- 
ty, if she pressed ahead. 

“I informed him it was nev- 
er in my mind. It was a bit 
insulting to suggest that any 
member of the Commons 
would be dancing to someone 
else's tune. 1 am not” 

The Government and 
Labour front benches yesterday 
ducked a potentially embar- 
rassing split in both camps by 
avoiding any vote on her BilL It 
went through “on the nod”, 



Teresa Gorman: warned 
she was helping Goldsmith 


pul 


because no tellers were 
forward to oppose it. 

A leading Euro-sccptic said: 
“This has avoided a split on our 
side and Labour clearly didn’t 
want the embarrassment either". 


Mrs Gorman accused the 
whips of putting pressure on her 
and the supporters of the Bill. 
“Never has so much been done 
by so many on so few. It is a bit 
of a landmark. I am up against 
almost a three-line whrpT" 

The whips bad gone round 
the week before warning MPs 
who might support Mrs Gor- 
man's Bill that it would damage 
Tory election chances. By Mon- 
day it was realised that this tac- 
tic was beginning to backfire. 

Some leading Euro-sceptics 
have been reluctant to support 
the Bill to avoid accusations of 
disunity. But on Monday,- after 
hostile reports suggested he 
was not to be trusted by Euro- 
sceptics. John Redwood' told al- 
lies he would back iL BOJ Cash, 
another key Euro-sceptic, also 
announced he would vote for iL 
At that stage the whips left it 
to other right-wing Tories to 
pres; their colleagues into line. 
David Shaw, MP for Dover, who 
has a wafer-thin majority, was 


among those urging unity by nc 
supporting the Bill. 

Mrs Gorman was imperviou 
to threats. Along with seven oo! 
leagues, she lost the whip eai 
Iier in the Parliament over he 
rebellions on Europe. She wa 
not intimidated now. Wearia 
a Tbaicherite steely blue sur 
and accompanied by Teddy Taj 
lor, she held a press conferenc 
to insist she was doing it for he 
constituents in BQlericay, Esse: 
“I could not face the people i 
the Con Club in the High Stret 
in Biilericay on Saturday if 
ditched this Bill. They wflj thin 
I had turned yellow , she saic 

“They want someone to pii 
their view across. All the ana 
Jysts said Essex was the plac 
[where the election was won i, 
1992] - strong working das 
Tories with a. strong sense c 
country and patriotism. 

“They will be queueing up t< 
vote Conservative if we listen l 
them and take on board thei 
concerns.” 


Police Bill set 
to be salvaged 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor 


Michael Howard, Lhe Home 
Secretary, was yesterday ex- 
pected to reach a compromise 
with the Opposition over the au- 
thorisation of controversial po- 
lice powers to enter and bug 
private property, in the wake of 
the double defeat by peers of a 
key part of the Police Bill on 
Monday nighL 

The climbdown is likely to 
come ahead of the Third Read- 
ing of the measure next Tues- 
day, following discussions 
yesterday between Mr Howard 
and his Labour shadow, Jack 
Straw. 

The Government had want- 
ed to give police the power to 
install surveillance equipment 
without having to gel approval 
from a judge, and lhe Associa- 
tion of Chief Police Officers in- 
sisted yesterday that opposition 
amendments insisting on judi- 
cial authorisation would “sig- 


nificantly hamper" police efforts 
against serious and organised 
crime. 

But attempting to reverse 
the defeat when the Bill reach- 
es the Commons would be a 
high-risk exercise because of the 
lack of a Commons majority and 
limited parliamentary time. 
Government amendments are 
expected to be tabled by the end 
of this week. 

Labour’s amendment on 
Monday night called for prior 
authorisation by one of a pan- 
el of senior judges acting as 
commissioners in respect of in- 
trusive surveillance on premis- 
es and in respect of doctors, 
lawyers and journalists, except 
in urgent cases. Peers backed it 
by 209 votes to 145. 

Following his meetings with 
Mr Howard, Mr Straw said: “I 
believe ihaL provided the Gov- 
ernment accepts the spirit of 
the amendment from the 
Labour Party, cross-partv un- 
derstanding will be possible." 


Foreign Office 
let arms through 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Foreign Secretary, Mal- 
colm RifltincL, last night accept- 
ed severe criticism of a Foreign 
Office breakdown in imple- 
menting the 1994 United Nations 
arms embargo against Rwanda. 

An inter-departmental 
Wlutchall committee was set up 
to investigate arms trafficking last 
November after journalists dis- 
covered documents in eastern 
Zaire suggesting that United 
fvmgdom-hased companies or in- 
dividuals had been involved in 
the supply of arms from third 
countries to Rwandan extrem- 
ists in Zaire during 1994. It was 
alleged that the supplies had 
been organised through Mil- 
Tec Corporation Ltd, registered 
in the Isle of Man. 

The arms embargo was adopt- 
ed by the UN on 17 May 1994 
and promptly implemented in 
UK law by a legislative Order in 
Council the following month. But 


action to extend the provisions 
to Dependent Territories was not 
taken until April 1995 and work 
to apply the law to the Crown De- 
pendencies -the Isle of Man and 
Channel Islands - “was not treat- 
ed as a high priority”. 

The Foreign Office did noth- 
ing until August 1994 - “after 
the period over which MBl-Tfec 
is alleged to have organised 
arms supplies" - and then, in 
January 1995, asked the Home 
Office to introduce the neces- 
sary orders for arms embargoes 
covering Rwanda, former Yu- 
goslavia, Liberia and Somalia. 

“The Home Office then com- 
missioned work on the orders, 
but the work was not treated as 
a high priority until the recent 
Mil-Tfec allegations emerged, 
the committee said. 

The committee delivered its 
report on 17 December, and the 
neressary oideis ^re made 
two davs later -more than two 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Plans to change lelcphunc 
dialling codes for S million 
households ran into controver- 
sy Iasi night as British Telecom 
warned Lhai it had ruse nations 
about aspects of the scheme. 

Oftel. the industry watch- 
dog. yesterday confirmed that 
from 2MJ0 the dialling axles for 
London. Northern Ireland. 
Cardiff, Portsmouth and 
Southampton would change us 
part of a longer term shake-up 
of telephone numbers who 
could one day see the UK min e 
from local to regional codes. 
Don Cruickshank. the tele- 


1912: The first automatic ex- 
change opened in Epsom in 
Surrey. 

1958: Trunk dialing around the 
UK introduced. 

1966: Letters phased out - no 
more “Whitehall 1212" tor Scot- 
land Yard 

1976: Last manual exchange 
went out of service In Skye. 
1990: London code changed 
from 01 to 071 and 081 for in- 
ner and outer London. 

1995: Prefix 0 replaced by 01 in 
afi diaffing codes. 

phones regulator, insisted the 
changes would ultimately add 
hillions of new numbers, 
enough to make the new system 
“future-proof.” But BT com- 
plained that the new system 
went beyond Mr Cruickshank s 
original proposals, launched 
last summer, and would cause 
problems for customers. 

Labours consumer affairs 
spokesman. Nigel Griffiths, said 
Mr Cruickshank should be sus- 
pended from office for going 
back on a firm pledge made be- 
fore the last numbering changes 
in 1995. Quoting a BBC tran- 
script from the edition of Hens- 
night broadcast on 6 March 
1995, Mr Griffiths claimed Mr 


Cruickshank had said: "Once 
we’ve put 1 in front or all the 
present numbers in the UK. no 
one who has such a number will 
have to change again during 
their lifetime." 

Mr Griffiths said: “The fail- 
ure lu listen to experts, and the 
persistent denial of a further 
numher change, makes the di- 
rector-general's position virtu- 
ally untenable.” 

The new system, prompted by 
a massive demand for phone 
numbers with the explosion of 
fax machines and e-mail ad- 
dresses. replaces London's two 
dialling codes. 0171 and 0181 
with a return to a single axle for 
the whole city, 020. Existing sev- 
en-digit numbers will grow to 
eight digits. I 

Tlte most radical alteration is | 
for Northern Ireland, where af- | 
ter what Mr Cruickshank in- 
sisted had been full consul taUon 
a single code, 028. will be in- 
troduced. He said be had raised 
the option of a single code for 
Wales, but this had been re- 
jected by local interest groups. 

But it is the plan to merge the 
codes for Portsmouth and 
Southampton into 023 which 
concerned BT. Mr Cruickshank 
raises the radical prospect that 
other UK towns could switch to 
regional codes before 2010 if 
councils agree. It means calls 
from Portsmouth to Southamp- 
ton, or vice-versa, will appear 
like local calls even though 
they are charged as trunk calls 
at higher rates. 

A BT spokesman comment- 
ed: “We were surprised by this. 

It wasn't part of the oripnal con- 
sultation document. It could 
lead to confusion where cus- 
tomers are using local dialling 
to reach another city." 

Mr Cruickshank refused to be 
drawn on the cost for business 
of the changes, but said 
estimates of £lbn were far too 
high. “The real cost would be 
if cities began to run out of 
numbers.” 
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Stepping out in style yesterday at 
the Rrtz Hotel in Paris, two models 
display the latest haute couture 
creations tram the house of Chanel. 
Security was even tighter than 

Schools 
research 
‘is waste 
of money’ 

Judith Judd 

Education Editor 
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usual at the show, as the compa- 
ny is launching a new line of jew- 
ellery in the spring. 

Tens of thousands of pounds worth 
of diamonds - including a near- 



priceless jewel-encrusted comet 
choker worn by the Scottish mod- 


One model, pictured left, wore a 
revealing creation seemingly made 


el, Kirsty Hume - glittered among out of thick, twisted white string. 


the featherlight chiffon, feathers 
and lace. 


Galliano: the fashion king, page 14 
Photographs: Ben Bwes/AFP 


news 

Drivers 
written 
off as 

failures 


James Cusick 

Half of Britain's motorists 
believe they would fail if they 
had to resit the new driving 
examination. Hie prospect of 13 
million self-confessed failures 
driving around was revealed 

yesterday in a survey. 

The annual Lex Report on 
Motoring, produced by the 
sales and leasing group, found 
that 81 per cent of drivers sup- 
port the introduction of the new 
test, which incorporates a writ- 
ten lest. However, although 
drivers are convinced the prac- 
tical test still ensures Lhe deliv- 
ery of safe drivers. 59 per cent 
think they would fail the current 
test if they were forced to take 
it again. 

It means that if the Govern- 
ment considered compulsory 
re-testing, the roads could face 
a big reduction in traffic while 
drivers brushed up iheir road 
knowledge. As part of the 
report, the Lex group asked 
respondents three questions 
from the written test. A quarter 
got all rhe questions wrong. 49 
per cent got only one question 
wrong, and only 5 per cent got 
three" correct. 

With road-rage cases in the 
news, the report found that 36 
per cent of motorists warn the 
Government to concentrate on 
road-rage campaigns. The ma- 
jority of driversin the survey ad- 
mitted to feelings of road rage. 
■ The Government yesterday 
confirmed plans to toughen 
laws for newly qualified drivers. 
John Bowis, a transport minis- 
ter, said that from 1 June new 
drivers will lose their full licence 
if they incur six penalty points 
within two years. At present dri- 
vers lose their licence if they 
clock up 12 penalty points over 
a three-year period 


[’ by CMd Witness ‘out to 

whirr* Bill get Grobbelaar’ 

MULw'ft.'*' **- ^ The main prosecution witness Mr Vincent went to the Sun and 
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The main prosecution witness 
in the trial of three footballers 
faring match-rigging charges 
told a court yesterday that part 
of his purpose in exposing the 
alleged malpractice was to de- 
stroy the former Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar. 

Christopher Vincent, a for- 
mer friend and business asso- 
ciate, told Winchester Crown 
Court that he held Mr Grobbc- 
laar heavily responsible, though 
not entirely responsible, for 
the failure of their safari busi- 
ness in Zimbabwe, and this 
was one of the reasons why he 
went to a newspaper with his 
allegations. 

Cross-examined by Rodney 
Kievan QC for Mr Grobbelaar, 
Mr Vincent agreed he stood to 
benefit financially from the 
outcome of the trial. 

Asked if he was wholly 
objective, if he stood to gmn 
financially, he said: ‘T think 
when I first reported the mat- 
ter to the Sun newspaper I was 
not aware of the fact that it was 
going to trial, or that I would 
make any money from it.” 

Mr Kievan pointed out that 


Mr Vincent went to the Sun and 
not to the police. Mr Vincent 
agreed he bad known the news- 
paper might pay for what he had 
to say. Mr Klevah asked: “You 
were concerned first of all to 
make sure you were going to 
benefit financially by whatever 
you had to say. Is that right?” 
Mr Vincent replied: “Correct" 

Mr Kievan asked: “If you 
could kill two birds with one 
stone, you would do so. to 
make financial profit for your- 
self and destroy Bruce 
Grobbelaar?” 

Mr Vincent: “Correct, sir.” 

Mr Kievan: “You had been 
his friend, but you were willing 
to sell the story and destroy 
him?” Mr Vincent: “After 
events in Zimbabwe, yes, sir." 

Mr Grobbelaar, 39, the for- 
mer Wimbledon players John 
Fbsbanu, 34, and HansSegers, 
35, and a Malaysian business- 
man, Heng Suan Urn, 31, deny 
conspiracy to give and accept 
corrupt payments. Mr Grobbe- 
laar also denies another cbai^ge 
that he accepted £2,000 as an in- 
ducement to influence a match. 

The trial continues. 
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DAILY POEM 

“When the hard North wind blows - . ” 

By Rosalia de Castro, translated by Edwin Morgan 

mien wind is hand in lhe north 
And fim leaps in the hearth 
And they come through my door, 

Hutigy. like skeletons in rags. 

The cold freezes my spirit 
As it splits their flesh apart 
And seeing them go comfortless 
Shakes my very heart. 

Takes il where desolation 
And chains and darkness are, 

A child, and already a stranger 
To the habit of tears 
Misery dries the soul 
And the need to weep; 

A child, already old 
In his gestures and deeds. 

Beggar, how you seize life! 

Precocious as eriL 
Implacable as hatred. 

Hard as truth's teeth. 

Rosalia de Castro (1S38-38S5), illegitimate daughter of a priest 
and an aristocrat, played a leading part in the 19th-century re- 
vival of the Galician language and culture of north-western Spain. 
This poem comes from Edwin Morgan’s Collected Translations 
from many languages into. both the English and Scots tongues 
(published by Carcanet). 


Taxpayers are paying between 
£50m and £60m for education 
research that comes up with 
blindingly obvious result^ Chris 
Woodhead, the chief inspector 
of schools said yesterday. 

In his fim speech since he was 
endorsed by Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader. Mr Woodhead, 
repeated his attacks on the 
education establishment which 
have led critics to accuse him 
of aligning himself with 
traditionalist right-wingers. 

In a lecture to the Royal 
Geographical Society, Mr 
Woodhead had a message for 
Mr Blair “The key 
responsibility facing the next 
government, whatever its 
political hue, is to ensure that 
the old orthodoxies and systems , 
continue to be challenged." 

A review of recent research, 
be said, revealed that “effective , 
leadership” in school is usual- < 
ly “firm and purposeful” and 
that successful schools “are 
more likely to be calm rather 
than chaotic places”. 

And a £750,000 project last 
year came up with conclusions 
that pre-school children learn a 
lot if they are properly taught 
and that pupils make little 
progress in maths and science 
if they have failed to grasp the 
basic concepts. 

“Do such blindingly obvious 
statements constitute a proper 
return for taxpayers' money?” 
be said. 

■He issued a strong warning 
against giving local authorities 
too much power to intervene in 
schools, in apparent contradic- 
tion of both Gillian Shephard, 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation. and David Blunken, 
her Labour shadow. 

There was a danger that “the 
business of advice and support 
will become an industry and wfl] 
begin to generate a new set of 
orthodoxies”, he said. 

But Professor Ted Wragg, of 
Exeter University’s department 
of education, said: J Ofsted 
reports cost millions and they 
are frill of banalities, many of 
whicb are uttered by Chris 
Woodhead. Il is easy to pick 
off general conclusions to 
research projects which are full 
of detail." 

■ Robin Squire, the schools' 
minister, said yesterday that 
the Government had no plans 
to change governing bodies' 
powers to decide the length of 
the school day. 

His remarks run counter to 
reports that the Prime Minister 
wants proposals to lengthen 
the school day to form part of 
the manifesto. Labour said Mr 
Squire’s announcement showed 
the confusion in the Govern- 
ment’s education policy. 
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The EU years: A quarter of a century ago today, the UK signed up for the Common Market. So what has it done for us? 

Twenty-five years of the European dream 
that have changed the face of Britain 


How the birth 
of a vision has 
turned sour 


It is 25 years since the signature 
of the British Treaty of Acces- 
sion to the European Commu- 
nity, now called the EU. 

As it happens, this was one 
of the rather rare moments in 
the chequered history of our re- 
lations with the EU when I was 
not physically present. 

But 1 was very much there in 
spirit, having worked with Sir 
Pierson Dixon, the leader of the 
official delegation under Ted 
Heath in the first Brussels ne- 
gotiations, and bitterly resent- 
ed de Gaulle's veto in 1963. 

During the 1960s I had be- 
come wholly convinced that 
British membership of the EC 
was essential for Britain and im- 
portant for Europe. 

So the signature of the Ac- 
cession Treaty was a wonderful 
moment for me, followed with- 
in a couple of months by a call 
from the Foreign Office to tell 
me to return from Washington 
and become head of the (then 
only) European Integration 


£ Alas, ever 
since John 
Major declared 
that Britain’s 
place must be at 
the heart of 
Europe, we have 
been sliding into 
the periphery 5 


Department in the Foreign Of- 
fice. Since then the EU has been 
part of my life - Under-Secre- 
tary in charge of "re-negotiation 
of the terms of entry" under Jim 
Callaghan as Foreign Secre- 
tary; Deputy-Secretary in 
charge of Europe and Eco- 
nomic Affairs when the Euro- 
pean Monetary System was 
created in 1978-79; Permanent 
Representative in Brussels un- 
der Margaret Thatcher (1979- 
85), when we solved the British 
budget problem after live years’ 
negotiation and launched the 
campaign for the Single Market; 
Chairman of the City’s Euro- 
pean Committee (1988-93) and 
originator of the British gov- 
ernment’s "hard-ecu" plan in 
1990; and now, finally, Labour's 
Special Envoy on Enlargement 
We have had our successful 
moments - the two-to-oae vote 
in the 1975 referendum, the 
huge aad permanent refund of 
our excessive net contribution 
to the EU budget agreed at 
Fontainebleau in 1984, and 
above all. the launching of the 
Single Market at Margaret 



Sir Michael 
Butler, Labour's 
EU envoy, looks 
back on Britain’s 
European 
adventure 


Thatcher’s initiative with the 
Treaty amendments agreed at 
Luxembourg in December 1985 
in the Single European Act. 

But alas, ever since John 
Major declared in 1992 - no 
doubt he meant it - that 
Britain's place musL be at the 
heart of Europe, we have been 
sliding steadily on to the pe- 
riphery. 

Here we find ourselves in 
1997, after 25 years of mem- 
bership, with less understand- 
ing of the issues than we had 20 
years ago. 

The people of this country 
have been told by the so-called 
Euro-sceptics for the last five 
years that Germany and France 
are about to create a “federa- 
tion", a government of the 
United States of Europe, which 
will result in Britain being abol- 
ished. A majority of them seem 
to believe this nonsense. 1 can 
assure readers that there are no 
Frenchmen who want to abol- 
ish France! 

The Maastricht Treaty of 
1992 is responsible for much of 
this. It is incomprehensible. It 
lays down a very high-risk and 
rushed route to Monetary 
Union - a route, incidentally, 
which it may yet prove imprac- 
tical for the EU to follow. 

Though I may be being a lit- 
tle unfair, I blame John Major 
to some extent even for Maas- 
tricht If be had not been so in- 
tent on securing opt-outs from 
EMU and the Social Chapters 
he could have deployed his 
persuasive and negotiating drills 
to improving the substance. 

Things have now got even 
worse. Having negligently al- 
lowed the BSE crisis to happen, 
the Cabinet terrified by the 
Euro-sceptics, tried “non-co- 
operation'' ie. vetoing thin^ we 
were in favour of. 

Not surprisingly, this did not 
work. We have also taken an 
ideological and negative line in 
the IGC designed to prepare for 
enlargement 

The consequence of thus ap- 
peasing our w-infonned Euro- 
sceptics has thus been to reduce 
our influence to the lowest 
point ever. It is time for a fresh 
start 



Is life better or 
worse since we 
joined the Union? 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Du pain, du vin, chi Boursin 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


■ Need some nappies? Or do you need to 
brush up your Dutch, Finnish or Por- 
tuguese? You could kill both birds with one 
stone these days, because the labelling on 
the packet will usually be in five or six Eu- 
ropean languages as well as English. 

The same is true for all sorts of food, 
clothes, toys and other products such as 
computers, televisions and cameras whose 
instructiou leaflets are in FYeoch. German. 
Italian and Spanish as well as English. The 
basics of shopping may not have changed 
enormously from 1972 to 1997, bat the ex- 
perience certainly feels more European. 

■ Many, probably most Britons still car- 
ry the stiff-backed black passport that was 
standard issue 25 years ago. However, it 
has become increasingly common in recent 
years to see the smaller; flexible, maroon- 
coloured European -style British passport 
whipped out at passenger control points. 


The newer passport, marked European 
Community on its cover and first page, does 
not transform a Briton into a “citizen of 
Europe" in any legal sense. Bat according 
to those who possess one, it alters one’s 
sense of identity - by broadening it rather 
than by dilating it. 

■ Remember the old television advertise- 
ment of about 25 years ago that went 
“Beam Meanz Heinz "? Today’s equivalent 
is sorely the one that goes “Du pain, du 
vin, du Boursin". 

Commercials have been Europeanised, to 
the point where a few do not even bother 
to make their point in English. Sensual 
French actresses, majestic Italian musk 
•and romantic German scenery sends the 
message that Europe is sophisticated and 
so its products must be, too. Subliminal- 
ly such adverts are perhaps telling us some- 
thing else: that Europe is home. 

■Tastes in food and drink have shifted no- 
ticeably in a European direction. Britons 
drink more wine, more Continental-style 


lager, more cappuccino, more espresso. All 
sorts of cheeses, sausage, cold meats and 
pasta are found on British plates that would 
not have been there 25 years ago. Cities all 
over the country have restaurants, bars and 
cafes with European names. Quite a few 
have been opened by businessmen and 
restaurateurs from the Continent Even in 
simple places, menus are set oat in French. 
Italian or Spanish as well as English in a 
way difficult to imagine in 1972. 

■ Perhaps the biggest change of all: 
Britain is physically linked to the Conti- 
nent through the Channel TbnneL Thiv- 
elling to the Continent, or at least the 
nearest bits such as northern France, Paris 
and Brussels, has been revolutionised by 
Le Shuttle and Eurostar. 

Equally important is the flow of people 
in the other direction - it is much easier 
and quicker for other Europeans to get to 
London and the rest of Britain. In 1972. 
the old joke about “Fog in Channel: Con- 
tinent Cut Off" could still be told. Not now 


Has a quarter century of EU 
membership been good for the 
UK economy? The question is 
impossible to answer without 
knowing what Would have hap- 
pened otherwise. Still, there 
are some useful indicators of the 
UK’s progress. 

Trade with other EU coun- 
tries has become more impor- 
tant over the years. In J 973 the 
rest of the EEC - as it then was 
- accounted for 42 per cent of 
the value of British exports. By 
1995 that share had risen to 58 

per cent The importance of our 

European partners fe even more 
pronounced in trade in manu- 
factured products, where they 
take 64 per cent of UK exports. 

Investment by European 
companies has grown signifi- 
cantly. Although the Llnited 
States stQi dominates the league 
table of investors, it is followed 
by the Netherlands, France and 
Germany. The value of invest- 
ments in the UK by EU com- 
panies, having doubled in the 
first 15 years of membership, has 
risen from £23.6bn at the end 
of 1988 to £46.1bn at the end of 
last year. 

On broader economic mea- 
sures. the UK's progress has 
been less obvious. GDP per 
bead has grown more slowly, 
from a shade above the Euro- 
pean average in 1973, to about 
8 per rent below average today. 

On that classic econimic in- 
dicator, the strength of the cur- 
rency. the pound has fared very 
badly. Despite its recent gains, 
£1 will buy only 2.7 German 
marks today, compared with 
DM6 in 1973. 

On the other hand, the flex- 
ibility of its labour market 
means that the UK, unlike the 
Continental economics, has 
created new jobs in the private 
sector during the past decade. 
UK unemployment was a little 
below the European average in 
1973. Last year it was well be- 
low the climbing Euro-rale. 

Britain first applied to join the 
European Union (then the Eu- 
ropean Communities) as long 
ago as 196 1 . But the French, and 
in particular President Charles 
de Gaulle, concerned that the 
British would wreck the whole 
thing, vetoed the British appli- 
cation after a year of negotia- 
tions. Britain had earlier set up 
the European Free Trade As- 
sociation in 1960. with other 
non-EU members. However, it 
proved an inadequate substitute 
for membership of the real 
thing. 

Another British application 
followed in 1967; but so did an- 
other French veto. After de 
Gaulle left power in 1969. 
progress was made, and in 1970 
the EC invited Britain to resume 
negotiations to join. In 1972 the 



~ . -a; w 

m 



Uffeimploymegt ratfifjr 



’ W73tV 


1995 


accession negotiations were 
nalised. That meant that i 
terms and conditions urn 
which Britain was to be a me 
ber were agreed between Lc 
don and the six existi 
members. 

Membership followed ot 
January 1973. With Ireland a 
Denmark also joining, that to 
membership to nine. Nor» 
concluded accession negot 
tions at the same time, t 
then decided (after a refer* 
dum) not to join. 

Britain later held a refer* 
dum after criticism from the 1 
of the Labour Party. The fi 
referendum in British histo 
on June 5 1975. showed 672 j 
cent of voters in favour 
membership; only Shetland a 
the Hebrides were against. 



Do you want to create a big impression with your customers? 
You can with a BT Freefone 0800 number. And for a limited 
period, you can try out a BT Freefone number for just three ' 


BT Freefone 0800 


FraatocO&O £B0 955 w-mat; worfc&nartdwfttbs. 1 .agw.bLco.uk 


months. What ;s more, we have extended our free connection 
offer until March 8th.' Call BT Bus'messconncetions now on 


Freefone 0800 800 800. 


Freefone 0800 800 800 


Work smarter 


notjustharder 
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Gay call 

to boycott 
wine from 
Romania 


Adrian Bridge 

Central Europe Correspondent 

The UK gay rights group 
Out Rage! is today calling for 
an international’ hot con of 
Romanian wine in" protest 
against what are currently the 
harshest anti-homosexual laws 
in Europe. 

The move comes just three 
months after Out Rage! activists 
disrupted a Romanian Nation- 
al Opera performance at the 
Royal Albert Hall in London by 
unravelling a huge banner with 
(he slogan: “ Romania — stop jail- 
ing queers”. 

Peter Tatchell, Out Rage !‘s 
most famous campaigner, said: 
“We are hoping that it won't just 
be gay people supporting this 
boycott but everybody who is 
concerned about human rights. 

“Romania is now the only 
country in Europe that still out- 
laws male and female homo- 
sexuality." 

Under a newly modified Jaw. 
homosexual relations between 
consenting adults in Romania are 
punishable with up to five years' 
jail if they are conducted in 
public or if they arc deemed to 
have caused a "public scandal". 

The law represents a relax- 
ation of the harsher legislation 
in force under the communist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu but 
when it was passed late last year 
it was immediately condemned 
by OutRage! and the human 
rights organisation Amnesty 
International as still being way 
out of line with West- and even 
East-European norms. 

“The term ‘public scandal* ... 
could still be used to imprison 
consenting adults,” Ivan Fisch- 
er, an Amnesty spokesman, said. 
"Under this law anyone could go 
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to the police and claim to he 
Kcandailscd' by ... the effeminate 
behaviour of a neighbour." 

The new law also makes it an 
offence for homosexuals to form 
their own associations or engage 
in acts of "propaganda" or •‘pros- 
elytising" - effectively banning 
their clubs, bars, newspapers or 
any other form of support. 

"According to MrTatchell the 
law is in flagrant breach of Ro- 
mania's promise to decrimi- 
nalise homosexuality following 
its accession to the Council of 
Europe in 1993 and is a serious 
obstacle to its ambition io join 
the European Union. 

Hopes for a genuine liberal- 
isation of the law were raised in 
November when Emil Con- 
siamineseu was elected as pres- 
ident. He once promised to 
repeal the current legislation; in 
office, however, he has not cho- 
sen to pash the issue. 

Indeed, rather than liberal- 
ising the law, there are many in 
the counuy who would like to 
see a return to the Ceausescu- 
era legislation. Romania's pow- 
erful Orthodox church has 
organised muss petitions calling 
for the return of the blanket ban 
on homosexual practices, which 
it condemns as "the tyranny of 
selfish, barren passion". 

Many of Mr Constanlinescu's 
political allies in the governing 
Feasant Party also take a hard 
line. In last years debates on the 
law. the Peasant Party MP Emil 
Popescu said that “incest is 
preferable to homosexuality," 
because it “fpves breeding a 
chance". Horia P&scu, a party 
colleague, claimed that homo- 
sexuality was unknown in the 
animal world, except among 
ducks, “which are known to be 
the most stupid among birds'*. 
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Rames of fury: A firefighter in the Dandenong mountains near Melbourne, Australia, where thousands of people are trying to contain bush 
fires. At least one person has been killed, 44 houses destroyed and hundreds of people forced to leave their homes Photograph: Reuters 

Italian farmers go sour on Europe 


Andrew G umbel 

Rome 

After living a fairy-tale life of subsidies 
and cosy government protection for the 
past 15 "years, Italy’s daily farmers have 
suddenly come facc-to-face with the re- 
ality of European integration - and they 
don’t like it one bit. 

Since 1982 they have been ignoring 
milk-production quotas imposed by 
Brussels and getting Rome to pick up 
the tab for fines they incur. But with 
monetary union just around the comer 
and Italy desperate to clean up its act 
so it can join the single currency on time, 
the tables have turned againsi them. 

A few days ago the country’s 105,000 
farmers were told they would have to pay 
tbeir own fines for 1996 - some 37Ubn 
lire (£150m) - and would be expected 


to stick to European production limits. 
The result has been a revolt, with trac- 
tors out on the roads and fanners 
threatening a French-style blockade of 
Italy's main cities. In Milan, the iractors 
have cut off access to Linate airport, forc- 
ing passengers to drag their luggage sev- 
eral hundred metres on foot. 

Much of the anger has focused cm the 
same government that bailed the farm- 
ers out for years. Umberto Bossi’s 
Northern League has muscled in on the 
act, portraying the stand-off as a conflict 
between honest farmers and heartless 
bureaucrats, as has the far-right oppo- 
sition National Alliance. 

The saga stretches back to 1982, 
when Rome first fell out with the Eu- 
ropean Commission on milk production. 
The Commission, seeking to curb over- 
production, set one quota and Rome, 
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worried about its dwindling agricultur- 
al sector, unilaterally set another - thus 
sparking a "milk war" that lasted more 
than 111 years. 

Periodically there were attempts to re- 
solve the crisis, but the rcsuh was always 
an excess of Italian milk production and 
a fluny of fines Lhat the government in- 
variably chose to pay itself, it was an un- 
realistic situation, but one that the 
farmers became comfortable with. 

As the commentator Giorgio Bocca 
wrote this week: "Farmers got the idea 
that the European Community was it- 
self one enormous cow for the milking." 

Since the protests began last week, the 
cenirc-left government led by Romano 
Prodi has been pulled in both’directions 
at once. 

It is desperate to dear one of the worst 
blots in Its European copybook and re- 




lieve the public finances of a burden it 
can no longer afford. Bui the last thing 
it warns at a time of Maastricht-imposed 
austerity is a widespread outpouring of 
anti- European bile. 

Its answer has thus been to plead in 
Brussels on the farmers' behalf. Yes- 
terday the Agriculture Minister. Michele 
Pinto, askea his European partners for 
a more generous quota, pointing out that 
under the present regime Italy would 
have to import more than 40 per cent 
of its milk. Today Mr Prodi will meet the 
fanners to explain the sudden reverse 
in their fortunes. The farmers them- 
selves. though, are in no mood to be 
fobbed off with lessons in the hard eco- 
nomic truth. Yesterday the tractors 
were still out at Linate and more 
protests have been threatened if they do 
not quickly get their way. 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

After months of hesitation, the 
French government has finally 
plucked up the courage tostan 
overhauling the country's tech- 
nically pioneering, but heavily 
loss-making, state railway com- 
pany, SNCF. The project, how- 
ever, is far less ambitious than 
was envisaged IS months ago 
and leaves SNCF with its pub- 
lic status and monopoly un- 
questioned. at least for the 
lime being. 

Under ubQl presented to par- 
liament yesterday, the compa- 
ny is to he split into two: Reseau 
Ferre National ( RFN ). a state- 
owned version or the British 
Railtrack,will own and take re- 
sponsibility for the track and 
infrastructure, and a revamped 
SNCF will be responsible for 
running and managing the 
trains. 

RFN wifi lake over ihe bulk 
of SNCF s debt to the tune of 
134 billion francs, and receive 
a government subsidy of FShn 
in the first year to offset inter- 
est payments. SNCF will have 
to pay RFN for the use of the 
track! while RFN will have to 
pay SNCF for managing it. 

Six "volunteer" regions are to 
take over the running of local 
railway services on an experi- 
mental - and “fully reversible" 
basis. 

The railways bill, in approx- 
imately its present form, was to 
have been presented in October, 
but was delayed without expla- 
nation amid reports that officials 
judged the industrial dimate too 
volatile. In autumn 1995, train 
drivers brought the national 
rail network to a halt and spear- 
headed six weeks of public sec- 
tor protest that immobilised 
the country and threatened to 
topple the government. 

That the government has 
now presented the bill - albeit 
starting with the upper house 
(the Senate), which is a “safer" 
bet for its first reading than the 
National Assembly - is a sign of 
its confidence that the sting of 
trade union protest might now 
have been drawn. 
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Lines of argument: A traffic policeman separating nuns and riot police in Seoul yesterday daring a rally against the new labour laws. The nuns were joined by hundreds of 
priests and Buddhist monks. Below, President Kim greeting the opposition party leader Kim Dae Jung before their talks on ending the strikes Photographs: Reuters/AP 

Koreans strike blow for workers’ rights 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seoul 


In a sudden and uncharacteristic 
submission to popular pressure, 
the South Korean President. 
Kim Young Sam. agreed 
yesterday to reconsider 
controversial labour laws which 
have provoked a month of 
nationwide strikes. 

During a meeting at the pres- 
idential Blue House, Mr Kim 
told opposition leaders that 
the National Assembly would be 
allowed to rewrite the laws, 
which postpone the right of 
workers to form free "trade 
unions, and make it easier for 
companies to lay them off. 

Also subject to revision will 
be amendments to the nation- 
al security law giving new pow- 
ers to the Korean intelligence 
agency. 

The President promised that 
trade union leaders, who are 
wanted by police for organising 
the strikes, will noL be seized 


from their sanctuary in Seoul's 
Roman Catholic cathedral. 

Kim Dae Jung, head of the 
chief opposition party, the Na- 
tional Council for New Politics, 
said: “Today's meeting was not 
a total solution but there was 
some advance. President Kim 
Young Sam showed an attitude 
of wanting to solve the problems 
together with opposition 
parties.” 

The announcement repre- 
sents an unexpected U-turn for 
the government, which ap- 
peared to have been gaining the 
upper hand in the month-long 
dispute. 

After a patchy response to a 
general strike call last week, the 
leaders of the Korean Confed- 
eration of Trade Unions 
(KCTU) announced last Sat- 
urday that they would limit 
their action to one day a week, 
with an all-out strike planned 
for next month if the govern- 
ment fails to give in to their 
demands. 



But in the face of dismal occurred on the eve of a meet- 
popularity ratings, intensifying mg in Paris today of the 
international pressure and Organisation for Economic Co- 
mounting damage to industry, operation and Development 
Mr Kim appears to have (OECD), a grouping of nchna- 
decided to cut his losses. lions which South Korea joined 

The President's about-turn last December. The OECD re- 


quires entrants to recognise 
toe right of workers to form 
trade unions, and yesterday’s 
announcement will take the 
edge off growing criticism 
among other member govern- 
ments. 

But the battle is by no means 
over; both the KCTU and the 
officially sanctioned Federa- 
tion of Korean Trade Unions 
(FKTU) were dismissive of yes- 
terday's announcement and 
promised to keep pressure up 
until the labour law is 
completely withdrawn. 

“We are very disappointed," 
the KCTU secretary-general 
Kwon Young Kil said. “The 
talks today have not solved any 
of the basic problems, and are 
far from what the Korean peo- 
ple demanded.'’ 

A spokesman for the small- 
er opposition party, the United 
Liberal Democrats, predicted “a 
complete breakdown” in dis- 
cussions on the dispute. “The 
President showed that there is 


a huge gulf between us in the 
way be interprets the current sit- 
uation, and he was not sincere 
at all,” Ahn Taek Soo said. 

The strikes are already esti- 
mated to have cost more than 
S3bn (£1.8bn) in lost production, 
and resolving them will not be- 
come any easier for the govern- 
ment over the next few weeks. 

When the university term 
begins again next mouth, there 
are likely to be new protests 
from Korea's highly active stu- 
dent population against the 
new national security law, which 
was drafted in response to left- 
wing protests on campuses last 
summer. 

Next March, union discontent 
will find a new focus in the 
annual round of spring wage 
negotiations. President Kim's 
single five-year term expires at 
the end of this year, and the 
competition is already gathering 
among members of his party to 
succeed him after elections 
□ext December. 


Critics 
lash out at 

‘fascist’ 

HK laws 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

China is facing an unprece- 
dented barrage of critirian over 
plans to repeal human rights 
laws in Hong Kong following 
the transfer of sovereignty on 
1 July. 

Chinese officials were taken 
aback by the storm of protest 
which erupted this week be- 
cause much of it came from sup- 
porters who rarely publicise their 
mfegjvings about Chinese policy. 

Moreover, the government in 
Peking and its advisers believed 
they had already laid the 
ground for plans ro neuter the 
Bill of Rights and reintroduce 
some antiquated colonial leg- 
islation which imposes curbs on 
the freedom of assembly and the 
right to form associations. 

For the first time in many years 
nearly all newspapers in the 
colony, most of which have be- 
come increasingly supine in then- 
coverage of Chinese policy, have 
come out strongly against the 
planned changes. The Chinese 
language Express News, for ex- 
ample, warned China against 
reimposing “fascist laws”. 

In another commentary, the 
pro-Pdring Sing Pao newspaper 
said that the law reform pro- 
posals, which come from a Chi- 
nese advisory committee with 
Hong Kong members, posed a 
test of leadership for Tung 
Chee-hwa, who will head the 
first post-colonial government. 
It stated that the changes were 
against the will of the people of 
Hong Kong and that Mr Tung 
should therefore pay attention 
to these views - rather than 
those of advisers who wanted to 
turn back the clock on human 
rights legislation. 

The law reform proposals 
are part of a wider exercise de- 
signed to identify and abolish 
laws with a colonial tinge and 
remove legislation seen as con- 
tradicting the Basic Law, the 
mini-constitution for the new 
Hong Kong. 

The exercise has been so 
thoroughgoing that China is 
even proposing to scrap legis- 
lation which brought Hong 
Kong onto the Gregorian cal- 
endar system, as opposed to the 
Julian system which ceased 


to be used in Britain in 1752. 

The Gregorian calendar was 
adopted because it was more 
accurate than the Julian calen- 
dar. This piece of legal amend- 
ment seems to be more a 
product of over zealous action 
to purge laws regarded as colo- 
nial, rather than a politically mo- 
tivated move. 

Although the proposed 
changes in the law have not 
been endorsed by any decision- 
making body they have already 
been endorsed by senior Chi- 
nese officials. Chen Zuo’er, 
one of China’s negotiators with 
Britain over Hong Kong transi- 
tional matters, said that the 
changes would put “history 
back on the right track” . 

A Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman said yesterday that as 
the Hong Kong government 
had made unilateral changes to 
laws which would be in force fol- 
lowing the handover of power, 
it was necessary to bring these 
laws back into line. Ultimately 
the new laws will have to be pre- 
sented to a new legislature which 
has been virtually hand-picked 
by China. Nevertheless some of 
its members have expressed un- 
ease about the changes. 

Liu Yiu-chu. a lawyer, and a 
member of China’s National 
People's Congress, questioned 
why it was proposed to bring 
back oppressive public order 
laws which had been abolished 
by the Legislative Council. She 
said that these proposals would 
damage Hong Kong’s image 
overseas. 

The Governor Chris Patten, 
described the changes as strik- 
ing “at the heart of Hong Kong 
liberties’'. Britain will be mak- 
ing a formal protest . 

Although the recommenda- 
tions cover the scrapping of 16 
laws and the amendment of 9 
others, some recent changes to 
Hong Kong law have remained 
unscathed. Pro-Peking sup- 
porters in the rural areas are fu- 
rious that the new law giving 
women land-inheritance rights 
has not been abolished. 

The Legislative Council, 
which, along with ail organs of 
elected government, will be 
scrapped under the proposals, 
will meet on Friday to consider 
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Yeltsin illness ’a threat 
to Russia’, warns aide 


PhD Reeves 

Moscow 


Anatoly Chubais. Boris Yeltsin's 
chief-of-staff, has admitted in a 
rare interview that the Presi- 
dent's illness is threatening the 
stability of Russia. 

Mr Chubais, Russia's most 
powerful official, made little at- 
tempt to play down Mr Yeltsin's 
condition during a lengthy in- 
terview in the Trud (Labour) 
newspaper, published yesterday. 

The aide, whom many believe 
is running the government, did 
not suggest Mr Yellsin should 
stand down. But he confirmed 
tbai a facsimile presidential 
signature is being used for 
many documents, although not 
for presidential decrees. 


“It does make things more 
complicated, both in terms of 
day-to-day work and in terms of 
undermining stability in the 
country as a whole,” he said. 

Mr Chubais stressed that no 
key government decisions had 
been postponed, and thaL un- 
like last year, there has been no 
damaging infighting at the top. 
Mr Chubais, considered a pro- 
Westem reformer, attacked the 
West for seeking to throws "cor- 
don sanitarre around Russia, 
from Azerbaijan to the Baltics” 
through Nato expansion. 

His comments will add to the 
growing sentiment in Russia that 
the time may be approaching 
when Mr Yellsin will be forced 
to retire. Yesterday, the re- 
spected Ncza\isimaya Gazeia 


said the political establishment 
was looking For a successor. 

“Both the opposition and 
Yeltsin's supporters have clear- 
ly demonstrated their alien- 
ation from the President", said 
the newspaper, noting that 
when Mr Yeltsin was in hospi- 
tal. a clutch of his ministers and 
officials, including the Prime 
Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
went on leave. Doubts about Mr 
Yeltsin's comeback after 
months of illness deepened two 
weeks ago when he was admit- 
ted to hospital with pneumonia. 

The President returned to his 
residence outside Moscow on 
Monday, but his aides have 
fought shy of predicting when 
he would' return to full-time 
work in the Kremlin. 


Gingrich fined $300,000 
for ‘political jaywalking’ 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


The US House of Repre. 1 ^ [na- 
tives yesterday moved to wrap up 
a wrenching two-year invest- 
igation of Newt Gingrich 
by imposing punishment - un- 
precedented for a Speaker - of 
an official reprimand and a 
$300,000 (£ 180,000) fine for vi- 
olating its ethics rules and then 
misleading the Congressional 
committee investigating his case. 

Thus has been struck, after a 
perfunctory debate which Mr 
Gingrich did not attend, a weary 
peace between Democrats de- 
manding that the Speaker step 
down, and his Republican col- 
leagues who maintained his of- 
fences were trivial: “political 


jaywalking” in the words of 
one key supporter. 

Yesterday s vote came after 
the publication of a report by 
the House Ethics Committee, 
which found that Mr Gingrich 
“over a number of years and in 
a number of situations” bad 
breached the normal bound- 
aries of congressional conduct 
- most recently by using tax- 
exempt funds for financing a 
highly partisan college course, 
and then providing the com- 
mittee with wrong information. 

Just before Christmas, a 
chastened Mr Gingrich admit- 
ted wrongdoing. 

In essence, he struck a deal 
with the Committee by accept- 
ing a reprimand, a sanction 
that allows him to become the 


first Republican in 68 years to 
serve a second consecutive 
two-year term in the Speaker's 
chair. 

But controversy, and uncer- 
tainty over his future, could eas- 
ily resurface if the Speaker 
takes the advice of some of his 
followers, and tries to pay the 
fine with unused campaign 
funds instead of from his own 
pocket. 

Alternatively, the tax au- 
thorities may choose to press 
charges for wrongful use of 
tax-exempt funds. 

With many Republicans 
already highly uneasy about 
having voted to re-elect him on 
7 January, either development 
could prove fatal for Mr 
Gingrich. 
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Canada fights for cultural identity 
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Hugh Win&or 

Ottawa ^ 

Canadian officials arc con- 
cerned that a United States vic- 
tory at the World Trade 
Organisation in a dispute in- 
volving split-run editions of 
magazines in their country will 
prompt a brnad-hased assault 
on measures intended to pro- 
tect cultural industries from 
domination by their neighbour. 

The preliminary decision is- 
sued last week on an American 
complaint about measures 
Canada has taken to block an 
edition of Sports Illustrated 
marks the first time the WTO 
has dealt with the issue of cul- 
tural protectionism. 

Although the decision, which 
seemed to turn on the specifics 
of whether a magazine was con- 
sidered goods or a service, can 
be appealed against, the Cana- 
dian government is now con- 
cerned that the US may try to 
use the WTO mechanism to get 
around the cultural exemption 
it had successfully inserted into 
the North America Free Trade 
Agreement (FIA) negotiations. 

That exemption, which al- 
lows measures to protect Cana- 
dian film distributors, magazine 
publishers and radio and televi- 
sion programming, has rankled 
with US officials and the enter- 
tainment industry led by Jack 
Valenti, president of the Motion 
Picture Association of America. 
There have been several at- 
tempts to reopen the clause. 

Under the FIA, if Canada in- 
vokes the cultural exemption to 
the detriment of a particular 
company or industry, the US is 
entitled to retaliate with mea- 


sures “of equivalent commercial 
effect”. 

The conflict reveals a funda ; 
mental difference in approach 
between the two countries. The 

US considers its film and other 
cultural industries as entertain- 
ment businesses that should be 
accorded the same “national 
treatment" as any other manu- 
facturer. The Canadian position 
is that its film, broadcasting 
and publishing arc crucial com- 
ponents of national identity and 
without some protection from its 
neighbour’s huge spillover, will 
be squeezed out of business. 

One of the US's objections to 
the cultural exemption was that 
it might serve as a precedent for 
other countries, and as it turned 
out. this was a prescient concern. 
In the final negotiations for 
Gait, the trade and tariffs agree- 
ment, which led to the creation 
of the WTO, France successfully 
cited the Canada- US exemption 
to keep its own cultural indus- 
tries out of the treaty. 

Mr Vhlenii was prompted to 
complain that “this negotiation 
has nothing to do with culture 
unless European soap operas 
and game shows are the equiv- 
alent of Molkfre. This is all about 
the hard business of money”. 

The origin of the current dis- 
pute was a decision by Sports Il- 
lustrated, produced by the 
Time/Ufe communications con- 
glomerate. to print a split run in 
Canada, with most of the edi- 
torial material the same as in the 
US domestic issue plus a few ex- 
tra angles. 

But the original advertise- 
ments were replaced with those 
sold in the second country. 
Canadian publishers say this 



Fighting talk: Fists fly in last year’s World Cup ice hockey final between Canada and the US 


Photograph: Allsport 


gives an unfair subsidy since the 
editorial costs are spread over 
the much larger US edition. 

The Canadian government 
retaliated by introducing an 80 
per cent tax on the revenue of 
Sports Illustrated and any other 
magazine which attempted a 


similar venture. The split run 
was denied postal subsidies and 
advertisers were not allowed 
to deduct their costs from 
income tax. 

The US edition of Sports Il- 
lustrated and hundreds of oth- 
er titles circulate freely in 


Canada but they are not seen 
as a threat to domestic maga- 
zines' advertising revenue. 

Magazines are only a small 
pan of the cultural industry, how- 
ever, and an even larger concern 
is what might happen to films. 
US studios are free to distribute 


their own proprietary films in 
Canada but all other foreign- 
made films must be imported 
through a Canadian-owned dis- 
tributor. The assumption is that 
some of the distribution revenues 
are reinvested in making Cana- 
dian films. 


Halting steps to a Middle Eastern Korea 
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Dr Nabil Sukkar, they say, has 
the ear of the President. Dr 
Sukkar. virtual creator of Syr- 
ia’s economic reform pro- 
gramme, humbly denies the 
claim, insisting he has never met 
President Hafez al- Assad. But 
there is no doubt where he 
stands on the future of bis 
country, and the need to avoid 
a post-war Middle East econo- 
my dominated by Israel “We 
should not be part of this Amer- 
ican-Israeli plan - we should 
have our own plan for the re- 
gion,” he says. “We should have 
our own economic grouping - 
Syria* Lebanon and Iraq after 
Saddam goes, and an alliance 
with the Gulf because we need 
private investment." 

Around Dr Sukkar’s fifth 
floor suite of offices in al-Ear- 
dos Street in the centre of 
Damascus, computers hum. 
Files and photocopies are pro- 
duced in seconds for the former 
World Bank economist whose 
report on Syrian economic re- 
form in the late 1980s, funded 
by the Lebanese Prime Minis- 
ter, Rafic^ Hariri, touched off 
the transition from centrally 
planned Socialism to a mixed 



Robert Fisk, in Damascus, 
continues his series on 
Syria, meeting the banker in 
charge of economic reform 


economy. The bureaucracy of 
the old East European-style 
ministries -“the need for a hun- 
dred signatures on a piece of pa- 
per," as Dr Sukkar puts it - has 
been banished from his con- 
sultancy bureau. 

“Syria has to reform the 
economy, whether or not we’re 
at war with Israel,” Dr Sukkar 
says. “In the mind of the lead- 
ership, I think that the peace 
process and economic reform 
were linked. And there was a 
fear that too quick a reform 
might be seen by outsiders as a 
weakness because people might 
be arguing about reform and 
subsequent unemployment. 
The leadership did not want this 
while it was negotiating with the 
Americans. At the same time, 
he [President Assad] wanted a 
very strong domestic front while 
he was negotiating with the 
Americans and the Israelis. 


And there was a realisation that, 
once there is a peace, we are go- 
ing to open up. Last April 
when it seemed we were about 
to have a deal with the Israelis, 
there was a feeling we would 
have to have a competing econ- 
omy." ( 

, In an article three years ago. 
Dr Sukkar summed up the 
problems Syria faced in the 
late 1980s, when a reform of the 
nationalised economy, forced on 
the authorities by a foreign ex- 
change crisis, was made irre- 
versible by the subsequent 
collapse of East European com- 
munism. The problem for Dr 
Sukkar is that the last congress 
of the ruling Baath party - an 
institution steeped in all the 
iron-dad Socialism of fraternal 
delegations and petty bour- 
geois-peasant unity - was held 
m 1985, when it favoured an 
even larger public sector econ- 


omy. He winces slightly at the 
memory. “The congress should 
be held every five years but it 
hasn't been held since 1985,” he 
says. “So there is no new offi- 
cial thinking within the party to 
tackle the future economy. This 
is what is missing. We need an- 
other party congress, because 
thinking in the party is already 
moving towards accepting a 
market system. We are ready for 
a more objective debate."’ 

He wants a thorough bank- 
ing reform, a unification of ex- 
change rates, a separation of the 
Syrian Central Bank from the 
ministry of economy - steps 
which will not harm the regime. 
But Dr Sukkar understands the 
danger of going too far. “I 
wanted to maintain the Social- 
ist umbrella because I wanted 
a revolution of the existing eco- 
nomic system rather than a dif- 
ferent system. If [ had said 10 
years ago that I wanted to turn 
Syria into a Korea, it would have 
been rejected immediately." 

In 1991, Syria encouraged 
private sector investment from 
abroad. Private joint stock com- 
panies were formed- There 1 
were tax exemptions for ex- 
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porters. One strength of Syrian 
economic reform, according to 
Dr Sukkar, is that it was not im- 
posed by the World Bank or the 
IMF in return for political con- 
cessions. But the reform of the 
public sector has not been fol- 
lowed through. 

“The problem is we don't 
know what's the next step; we 
don’t have a total framework. 
Nothing has been announced, 
there is no agreement within the 
system. We don’t know what is 
the new thinking of the Baath 
parly. There is no reconcilia- 
tion between the ideology and 
the new changes taking place in 
the world." 


MERCURY 

K«NIMUt4a«PlB** 


President Assad, Dr Sukkar 
says, “has followed a step-by- 
step approach, creating new 
thinking through the media. 
He tries to create consensus and 
thus he creates facts on the 
ground." 

Economic reform. Dr Sukkat 
feels, would be easier if the 
country did not feel threat- 
ened. “The United States has 
been using Israel as a tool to 
maintain peace in the region, 
creating alliances like that be- 
tween Israel and Turkey. If 
these threats are removed, well 
make a more peaceful transition 
from central planning to mar- 
ket economy.” 


international 
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Czechs sign 
Sudetenland 
declaration 

Germany and the Czech 
Republic yesterday sought to 
bury decades of mutual 
antagonism by signing a joint 
declaration aimed at 
drawing a final line under 
the vexed issue of the 
Sudetenland. Under the 
terms of the declaration, 
which took more than two 
years to agree, Germany 
apologised for tb-j suffering 
inflicted on the Czechs 
during the Nazi occupation 
between 1938 and 1945. The 
Czechs for their pan 
expressed regret over 
“injustices” that took place 
during the expulsion of more 
than 25 million SudeLen 
Germans after the Second 
World War. 

Adrian Bridge 

| Central Europe Correspondent 

Cos by sets up 
extortion sting 

Less than a week after his 
only son was shot dead in an 
apparent robbery attempt, 
the television comedian Bfil 
Cosby was the target of an 
extortion scheme by a 
woman claiming to be his 
illegitimate daughter. 
Autumn Jackson, 22, had 
demanded $40m to keep her 
from going to a newspaper 
with her story. She was ar- 
rested in the office of Mr 
Cosby’s New York lawyer 
after signing an agreement 
to “end everything" for 
$23m. She first approached 
him in early January but 
stepped up demands after 
his son’s murder. 

Tim Cornwell - Los Angeles 

Peru rebels to 
holdback 

Marxist rebels holding 73 
hostages at the Japanese 
ambassadors residence in 
Peru wil] not hurt any of 
their captives, the Tupac 
Amaru spokesman Isaac Ve- 
lasco told a news 
conference in Stockholm 
yesterday, “Under no 
circumstances wil] we act 
aggressively against [the 
hostages], whether verbally 
or physically,” he said. 

Reuter - Stockholm 


Germany to 
tighten BSE 
restrictions 

The death of the first 
German-bom cow from BSE 
prompted calls yesterday for 
yet tighter restrictions on 
British imports. The animal, 
bom in 1992 to a cow 
from Britain, could have 
been infected through the 
mother or through British 
feed, said the Agriculture 
Ministry. The four previous 
German cases of BSE 
involved animals bom in 
Britain. Imre Kanes - Bonn 

Simpson trial 
dose to end 

The beginning of the end in 
the QJ Simpson case came 
in sight yesterday as 
attorneys in the civil suit 
against him began closing 
arguments. Photographs 
showing Mr Simpson 
wearing the famous Bruno 
Magli shoes - and cosy 
home videos of his alleged 
victims - were expected to 
Lake centre stage. Jurors in 
the wrongful death law-suit 
brought by the families of 
his ex-wife Nicole and 
Ronald Goldman were due 
to begin deliberations 
tomorrow or Friday. They 
must first settle the question 
of Mr Simpson's liability, 
and may award limited 
compensatory damages to 
cover financial loss. But a 
decision on punitive dam- 
ages would await a hearing 
on Mr Simpson's finances. 
Tun Cornwell - Los Angeles 

Sad end fora 
vodka maker 

The head of Moscow’s 
Kristall vodka factory died 
on Monday of cirrhosis of 
the liver, a source at the 
plant said. Vl adimir 
Yamnikov had run the 
drinks combine since Soviet 
days, producing brands 
including Stolichnaya vodka. 
At 56, he was two years 
short of the Russian man’s 
average life expectancy - 
much shorter than the Euro- 
pean norm due, at least in 
part, to an average male 
consumption of about a 
quarter litre of vodka a day. 
Reuter— Moscow 
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Enough said. For more Information about the Audi AG call 03*5 699 777. 
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A Special Announcement 

A Winter Visit to Southern Africa 

jnrfrtrirnff 6 nights at the 5-star dduxe Meikles Hotel & optional visits to Victoria F^Ils & Game Parks 

For ten departures only we shaU be operating a Aweekaw^? from £42 0.00 rants, a cof^ shop, travel desk for local 


For ten departures only we shall be operating a 
special flight at an especially low tariff to the lovely 
city of Harare, with its fine museums housing the 
artefacts of David Livingstone. We have a small 
number of seats available over the period allowing 
us to makea5pecial offer of sixnightsin the famous 
and 5-star deluxe Meikles Hotel. 

Besides visiting the many sights in and around 
Harare thereare a host of excursion possibilities to 
the nearby game reserves and the highland areas 
such as Leopard’s Rock. Excursions can be booked 
in advance to the tourist areas ofthe famous ^ Victoria 
Falls (by air) and the Bally Vaughn Came Park. 
Alternatively you may wuhtohireacar and explore 
the country independently. 

This is an unique opportunity to visit southern 

Africa at a fraction of the normal tariff. The price 
indudes return flights, transfers and six nights 
aa»mnx>datioa Flights are by non-st op,w jde-bod- 
ied, scheduled seat configured Boeing 767 aiTCrat 

THE MEIKLES HOTEL, HARARE 

Voted Africa’s finest hotel Mrikles is centrally 
located in Harare. It has a host of public facilities 
indudingaswimmingpool.a number of fine restau- 



ran ts, a coffee shop, travd desk for local excursions 

andshops,Theguestroomsareallair-conditioned 
with full facilities including TV. Travellers never 
fail to be impressed. 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1997 Tuesdays - per person in a twin 
January 28X425 - February 4£430 
February 1 1£460- Febmaiy 18,25X430 
Single room supplemental 95 
Met Mbfcr mufnainrswl im&rs.6m!tu Knrnnmbliuui the 
Mdkle*Hal*LN«ltaetaW:drpiKltwo.ln'*linHiniKe.*iairsioa 




0171-6161000 

■ VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
21 Dorset Squoie. london NW 1 6QG 

Trawl PiomuUofB U i ASIA VI fi6 1 ATOL 8ffiB 
Interact hUp^Avww.\^vj».iik 
Ouroflkt* ue open for telephone nanvaiians weekdays 
9amtoBpm and at weekend* Sam Uj 5pm. Forperwnaltalkr*. 
ow otrm; an ftm* lo5pm weekday* colly. 


Keep your phone, keep your number, keep your line. In fact, all you 
subtract with Mercury SmartCall is between 20-39% off BT’s basic rate 
on all international economy calls of five minutes and over. FreeCall 
0500 500 366 and we’ll give you the figures for your home phone bill. 

Mercury SmartCall. 

You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 

Prices and savings correct as at 31 December 1996, compared 
with BTs basic rate for international calbjf 5 minutes or more, 6pm- Sam weekdays and an}’ time weekends. 

http: If www. mercury, co. uk 
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ON SUNDAY 


From now on - a bigger and better Independent on Sunday 

with a smart new look for 1997 

An expanded news section with extra pages for the very best in comment and analysis. 

Alan Watkins on politics; ideas and ideologies by Neal Ascherson; Robert Fisk on life and death in the the 
Middle East; Geoffrey Lean on the environment; plus Paul Routledge’s sardonic eye on Westminster; and 

the new column by Body Shop boss Anita Roddick 


^business 


Anew second section containing our unrivalled business pages and our acclaimed S ports coverage. 
Ian Griffiths on the City; David Bowen on industry. For rugby, read Chris Rea and Jonathan Davies; 

Ian Ridley on football, and Derek Pringle at the Test Match 


spending^ 



A new section on spending your money on travel, property, along with savings and 
investment. Jeremy Atiyah explains how to travel and be entertained. Steve Lodge tells you how 

to save money and make it grow 


wmmammnm 



real life 


IF: 4 It.* r-niKr. 


A complete make-over for the popular section on the way we live today , spotlighting 
what’s new and who’s making news. Plus: more fashion, health, fitness, sex, gardening and interiors 

. . . and The Critics — the week in the arts reviewed 

THE SUNDAY REVIEW 

Now includes full seven-day TV listings within Sunday Preview, a comprehensive 

critical guide to the week’s television and radio 



Plus: The 100 Greatest Paintings in Britain today, and The New Science of Health - our 

three-part series exploring the ways to live longer and be healthier 


DON’T MISS THE NEW FIVE-SECTION INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY - PLACE AN ORDER WITH YOUR NEWSAGENT TODAY 





THE INDEPENDENT • WEDNESDAY 22 JANUARY 1997 

13 

* 

ti 

ie 1 

CD 

d 

e: 

V] 

E 

)$ 

ige 


Clinton^ mood music spreads harmony 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE 0171 -293 2000 1 M71 -JH5 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435 / 0171-345 2435 


j| rn h e American presidency is best 
I understood, according to Then-. 

-t- dore Roosevelt, as a “bully 
pulpit”. Roosevelt could be a plain, 
straightforward bully - he ordered the 
bombardment of Havana, for instance. 
But by bully pulpiL he meant that the 
American president leads most effect- 
ively by reflecting back to the American 
people their better selves. That was 
also, in essence, the project of another 
Roosevelt, Franklin, who projected an 
America which could advance only by 
putting its faith in government. Then 
the tide turned and another kind of 
preaching became popular in the White 
House, as Reagan and Bush, rhet- 
orical advocates of stem self-reliance, 
tried to repeal FDR's New Deal-based 
state. 

And how, after his second inaugural 
speech from the steps of the Capitol this 
week, does Bill Clinton fit in - a man 
whose better self has from time to time 
been hard to make out in the mud-fling- 
ing of Nineties Washington? He did 
something remarkable. He declared 
that conflict between statists and anti- 
statists, the 20th-century battle of the 
bully pulpits, to be over. We have, he 
said, resolved a great debate over the 
role of government Clinton used his 
great platform to express a moderate 
sense of the limits on government 
action and of government’s continuing 
vitality - government strong enough to 
give us the tools to solve our problems 


- for ourselves, as the president put it 

Inaugural speeches are not sum- 
maries of policy. This was not even a 
statement of legislative intent. It was 
mood music. Yet, addressed to Amer- 
icans as It was. President Clinton's 
speech also matters to us, on this side 
of the Atlantic. 

The trivial reason is that one way or 
another our culture and horizons arc 
formed by the domestic condition of 
the United Stales. There is another rea- 
son. germane this week as the contents 
of Gordon Brown’s extraordinary fis- 
cal promises arc digested. Bill Clinton 
is an inescapable point of reference in 
the map of possible futures for the 
centre left or progressive politics in this 
country. What he has done, and may 
yet do. are possible compass-points for 
our Labour and Liberal Democrat 
parties. 

Let's put on one side Whitewater, 
Paula Jones and the sleaze which clings 
to this president like drying slime to an 
Everglades 'gator. What Governor Bill 
Clinton may or may not have done in 
hotel rooms in the state capital of 
Arkansas is irrelevant to his conduct as 
President, or at least no more relevant 
than if one tried to judge Harry Tru- 
man’s actions during the Korean war 
in the light of his conduct as a Missouri 
judge. The American people voted 
Clinton back, unseen “distinguishing 
characteristics’' and all. 

That does nol mean the slate is dean. 


Clinton's domestic accomplishments 
during his first term arc not negligible, 
though they owe a great deal to fortu- 
itous economic circumstances and gen- 
erally good judgements by the chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve. But the 
omissions are equally great: conspicu- 
ous failure to deal with the costs of age- 
ing; the abandonment of health reform; 
the incarceration of a growing pro- 
portion of the youth, and specifically 
young blacks, without commensurate 
effect on crime. 

For ail that, the President’s second- 
term inaugural is a speech worth hear- 
ing with open cars. To British listeners. 


a phrase such as “the great natural 
bounty of our water, air and majestic 
land" is bombast. What they ought to 
bear is the recapitulation by William 
Jefferson Clinton of the second presi- 
dent's sense of a new continental 
power, unbounded in time and un- 
constrained by geography, destined 
for greatness. 

This style of speech-making is alien 
to us in our cramped island, especially 
the way a US president can reach out 
to ail his fellow countrypeople on the 
basis of common aspiration - for ulti- 
mately, perhaps, the only thing that 
Americans have in common is an idea 


of onwards and upwards towards Jef- 
fersonian goals of happiness. 

Yet isn’t that basic political optimism 
what will always distinguish the politi- 
cal centre and left from the right - a 
conviction that government has a role 
to play in securing for individuals and 
for groups the means for advancement? 
The political trick, in this post-New 
Deal era, is to create a kind of gov- 
ernment action that does not involve 
more spending or more officials or even 
more law-making. 

In a world where the pressures are for 
slightly smaller states, that is essential. 
But h is practical too? Three themes - 
fairness, inclusive ness and renewal - 
sang through Clinton’s speech. These 
are aspirations; but they are richly sug- 
gestive. What Clinton is saying is that 
government has a role - in the lives of 
both individuals and their civil society 
- as a source and guarantor of fairness 
and mclusiveness. The job of the party 
of the centre left is to win power in 
order to make the conditions of life 
fairer. To be an American, in the Clin- 
ton perspective, is to resent and, by 
implication, seek to demolish those 
structures that exclude people. The 
party of the centre left is thus the party 
of equal access, women’s advancement, 
intolerant of racial discrimination, striv- 
ing to enact policies (welfare to work, 
child benefit, education, etc) that eman- 
cipate the underclass. 

This is a new politics of values. 


which is harder-edged than mere talk 
or blather. It is a new bully pulpit, with 
a social mission attached. Arid it is 
inspiring - at least to us. It is a reminder 
to all those who have assumed that 
Gordon Brown is in some way the 
gravedigger of progressive British pol- 
itics that there are other ways of being 
“progressive'’ than simply tax-raising or 
big-spending. For the centre left gen- 
erally, as for the scandal-hit but re- 
elected William Jefferson Clinton, 
there is political life after death. 

Ban sprouts, and 
kids will eat them 

I t sounds like a master-stroke. Unable 
to persuade the nation’s grumpy 
youth to swallow frozen vegetables, one 
store has come up with a new gimmick. 
Watch out for cheese-and -on ion- 
flavoured cauliflower and prawn-cock- 
tail-flavoured carrots. But hang on a 
minute. Can picky infant eating habits 
really be solved simply by dressing grue- 
some greens up as cnsps? If it were as 
easy as that, weary parents would have 
cottoned on decades ago by drenching 
vegetables in one of the most popular 
crisp flavours of all - good old salt and 
vinegar. We have a horrible feeling that 
the Only way to persuade young people 
to turn to vegetables is to ban them. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


UN closure of 
camp betrays 
refugee rights 

Sin In defiance of the growing 
chorus of international criticism by 
human rights and aid 
organisations, the office of the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) plans to shut down the 
Atrush refugee camp in south 
Kurdistan (northern Iraq). 

Atrush is no ordinary camp. It is 
the only sanctuary for 
approximately 15,000 Kurds from 
north Kurdistan (south-east 
Turkey) who fled the destruction of 
their villages and torture and brutal 
persecution carried out by Turkish 
soldiers and gendarmes. 

The closure of this camp, which 
has an internationally recognised 
stains, by the High Commissioner 
for Refugees is tantamount to 
denying these refugees the 
minimum internationally 
recognised humanitarian standards 
of treatment It also betrays a 
callous contempt for human rights. 

This policy is in stark and 
revealing contrast to that pursued 
by the United States and the United 
Nations last year, when 7,500 Kurds 
and their families who worked with 
the operation Provide Comfort 
were hastily evacuated via Guam to 
the US, to protect them from 
possible reprisals by Saddam 
Hussein '5 regime. 

But for the Kurds from Turkey, 
new standards and different 
criteria apply. 15,000 Kurdish 
refugees are now quietly and 
expeditiously sacrificed to suit 
Turke/s barbaric aims, with the 
apparent approval of the UNHCR 
following Ankara's intervention in 
Washington. We appeal to the 
UNHCR to immediately stop its 
plan to close the camp. 

Lord AVEBURY 

Chairman, Pariiamauary Human 

Rights Group 

Lord REA 

Lord McNAIR 

Baroness GOULD 

Lord HYLTON 

JOHN AUSTIN-WALKER MP 
(Woolwich, Lab) 

TONY BANKS MP 
(Newham North West, Lab) 

TONY BENN MP 
{Chesterfield, Lab) 

JEREMY CORBYN MP 
(Islington North, Lab) 

CYNOG DAFIS MP 
(Ceredigion and Pembroke North, PC) 
MARGARET EWING MP 
(Moray, SNP ) 

ALAN SIMPSON MP 
(Nottingham. South, Lab 1 
DAVID ATKINSON MP 
( Bournemouth East, C) 

JENNY JONES 
Green Party 

LESLEY KIPLING 
Socialist Labour Party 
KEN CAMERON 
General Secretary, FB(J 
HMGOPSILL 
HAROLD PINTER 
TOM STOPPARD 
Vice-President, International PEN 
MARGARET DRABBLE 
Vice-President, International PEN 
EDWARD MORTIMER 
LOUISE CHRISTIAN 
SHERI LAIZER 
MIRANDA WATSON 
GEORGE EUGEN10U 
Cypriot Advisory Service 
LIB PECK 

National Place Council 
MICHAEL FEENEY 
Refugee .Adviser for Cardinal Hume 
JOHN JOSSET 




Wales 

Peace in Kurdistan campaign 
London NW3 


Read his lips: 
no fair taxes 

Sir. As a higher-rate taxpayer, and 
by no means a left-winger, I am 
appalled at Gordon Brown's 
commitment not to increase 
standard and higher rates of 
income tax (“No new taxes? Read 
his lips”, 21 January). 

One of my hopes for a change of 
government, any change, had been 
for a reversal of the socially divisive 
and regressive tax system of recent 
years. In particular I bad looked 
forward to a shift, even if the total 
tax burden was left unchanged, 
from indirect to direct taxation. 

By not taking account of anyone's 
ability to pay, VAT hits the poor 
more than the better-off. And 
corporation tax is very low by 
international standards. Unless 
spending is to be cut by unacceptable 
amounts, direct taxes must be 
increased and VAX reduced. 

FMM STEINER 
Deddington, Oxfordshire 

Sir The term "windfall tax on the 
utility companies," to describe a 
supposedly painless way of raising 
revenue by a Labour government, 
is a misnomer. Its name should be 
the Utility Customer Tax because 
the companies, to maintain their 
investment programmes and 
dividends, will eventually pass on 
“windfall tax" bills to customers. 
GRAHAM ARMHAGE 
Pity Me, Durham 

Sin Polly Toynbee (“Why I Crust 
Jack Straw to do the right thing", 20 
January) tells us we need not fear 
JackStraw's illiberal statements 
because he doesn't mean a word of 
them. “Trust him - he's a liar." It’s a 
novel idea. An alternative suggests 


itselfi why shouldn't I trust the 
fellows whose stance, being well to 
the left of new Labou r, is now 
doser to my own? Blairites assume 
the left need not be placated 
because it has nowhere lo go. I am 
a lifelong Labour voter ana the 
likes of Straw, Harman and, above 
all, Blair have ensured that my 
impending choice is between voting 
Liberal Democrat and abstaining. 
SHEENAGHPUGH 
Cardiff 


Ashdown keeps 
his distance 

Sin Your leading artide (20 
January) was “intrigued" that no 
one Las denied that Paddy Ashdown 
andTbny Blair have had discussions 
about Cabinet seals. You should 
have asked. I can slate categorically 
that Paddy Ashdown has never 
discussed Cabinet seats with Tony 
Blair or anyone else. Your editorial 
also suggested that Paddy Ashdown 
and Meades Campbell would have 
to jointhe Labour Rartyff duty were 
to accept any Cabinet positions. 

Ttus suggestion is as bizarre as it is 
ridiculous. 

.The Liberal Democrats are an 
independent party, with dear, 
distinctive polities, and we win be 
fighting every seat in the country to 
win. What is more, it is now crystal 
clear that whether you want 
comprehensive modernisation of 
our political system, principled 
protection of your civil liberties, or 
significant new investment in 
education and health, only the 


Liberal Democrats will now make 
the difference after IS years of Tbry 
government. 

NICK SOUTH 
Head of Press and Policy 
Paddy Ashdown 's Office 
House of Commons 
London SWi 


We don’t need a 
Halifax Bank 

Sin In common with many 
households, we received some 
hefty literature giving details about 
the proposed conversion of the 
Halifax Building Society into a 
bank. I say “we” although it was 
solely addressed to my husband, 
even though we have always had 
joint accounts. The Halifax 
presumably does not consider 
women fiscally competent. 

I did attempt to read this 
document^ which seems more 
concerned about share allocation 
than the arguments for conversion. I 
searched in vain fora section, 
putting a contrary view. There was 
none, yet there are compelling 
arguments against conversion, lb 
keep share-holders sweet the cost of 
borrowing will go up and the rates of 
return on saving wul go down. 

Building societies were 
established to enable people to buy 
their own homes - not for people to 
make a fin ascial killing. There is not 
exactly a shortage of banks in most 
high streets (although rural areas 
might appreciate the odd one). 
GILLIAN BERG 
Luton, Bedfordshire 


BBC tuned in to 
local radio 

Sir. Polly Toynbee (“Local radio? 
Why not news from your own 
street”, 15 January) is quite right 
about there being space on the dial 
for intelligent, locally based speech 
radio. We think so loo. That is why 
the BBC's local radio stations have 
increasingly developed a unique 
role across the country - providing 
the community with local news, 
information and debate, and 
performing an important role as a 
platform for local democracy. 

When major stories break in 
London, listeners know they will 
find in-depth coverage on BBC 
GLR. This "low-rating" service 
attracts more than 400.000 regular 
listeners. 

Ms Toynbee is right, too, about 
the difficulties that regional 
television newsservices have in 
being genuinely local - a universal 
problem, not one unique to 
London. That's why, recognising 
the audience’s appetite for greater 
Iocalness, the BBC has committed 
itself to expand its broadcasting 
presence into more communities 
across the land, introducing new 
digital technology, broadcasting 
live reports from new fast-response 
vehicles, and strengthening the 
local content of our programmes. 

Yet although it encompasses a 
large part of the South-east, BBC 
Newsroom South East is 
enormously popular within the 
Greater London area, currently 
enjoying a record 43 per cent share 
- more than 1.5 million nightly 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax: 01 71-293 2056 : e-mail: lctters@independentco.uk). 

E-mail correspondents are asked to ghe a postal address . Letters may be edited for length and clarity'. 


viewers - its highest for more than 
two years. 

NIGEL CHAPMAN 
Controller, English Regions, BBC 
Birmingham 


Dentist still NHS 

Sin Your report “NHS dentist 
earns £604, TOO" (15 January) 
quotes Gordon Prentice MP: “The 
town where I live [Barnoldswidc] 
doesn't have a single NHS dentist.” 

Mr Prentice seems to have 
forgotten that NHS dentistry is still 
available at this surgery here in 
Bamoldswick. We have more than 
5.000 active NHS-registered 
patients and despite the antics of 
politicians - reduced registration 
period from two years to 15 months 
and reduction in hems of treatment 
available - we will continue to 
strive to provide a quality NHS 
dental service. 

EDWARD LOWERY 
PAUL H HADFEELD 
Bamoldswick, Lancashire 


Bum note 

Sin Jilly Cooper and Paul Barnett 
(report 16 January, letter, 18 
January) have both got it wrong. 
Glockenspiel is a German word and 
years ago, at a party in Austria, 
when I said I didn't know much 
German, I was asked to try to say 
something in that language. 

Inventing rapidly, I said; u Meme 
Gmssmutterhat ein grosses 
GbckenspieT . . . whereupon the 
assembled company fell about 
laughing. It was explained to me 
that m some areas of Austria, 
“Glockenspiel" is dialect for •‘bum". 
LEN CLARKE 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 


Soccer terraces 
can now be safe 

Sin Your leading article of 21 
January prompts me to put the 
case for safe terracing at some 
soccer grounds. 

When Lord Justice Taylor 
condemned standing terrace areas 
and introduced all-seated stadiums 
he was right. As the then chairman 
of the All-Party Football 
Committee, 1 led a deputation to 
him to stress this. However, at that 
time. British engineers at NNC had 
nol developed a revolutionary 
crowd monitoring system which 
electronically measures pressure 
on terrace barriers during a game. 

In 1993 1 was informed of this 
development, and went to see iL In 
February 1994, 1 took the Sports 
Minister, Iain Sproat, and he too 
was impressed. However, wc both 
recognised that the time for 
Premier League dubs to consider 
this scheme had passed, and it 
went on to a back burner. 

Since that time the pressure to 
reopen the debate has come from 
football supporters. Many 
complain about the lack of 
atmosphere at some of our finest 
stadiums, the reduced capadty and 
high prices for tickets. 

The Labour Party's proposed 
Task Force for football will give 
supporters a voice at Lhe very top 
of the football hierarchy. Issues 
such as this deserve to be 
considered. 

Terracing will only be considered 
once the safety question is proved. 
No responsible government would 
preside over a return to the kind of 
terraced accommodation that cost 
so many lives at Hillsborough. 

TOM PENDRY MP 
(Stafybridge and Hyde. Lab) 

Shadow Minister for Sport 
House of Commons 
London SWI 


‘Superwoman’ is 
not that special 

Sir. Nicola Horlick is dubbed 
“superwoman" for her ability to 
combine her “hectic” family life 
with a demanding job in the City 
(report, 20 January). 

Mrs Horlick works from choice, 
not necessity, and earns enough to 
afford two large homes, full-time 
child care and sufficient domestic 
help to enable her, for example, to 
fly off to Frankfurt at a moment's 
notice. 

The real superwomen are those 
who have to work in order to make 
ends meet often in jobs they do 
not enjoy, while at the same time 
struggling to bring their children 
up in unsuitable accommodation. 

Adequate child care for these 
superwomen is not affordable; 
school holidays and childhood 
illnesses are major crises for them; 
and their family life, hectic or no, 
does not include high-earning 
investment banking husbands. 
ANGELA CRUM EWING 
Reading, Berkshire 


Elfin expletive 

Sin Though I have no wish to cast 
doubt on CS Lewis's ability to 
utter colourful expletives, foe one 
reported by Boyd Tonkin 
(“Enduring spell of a trilogy that 
leaves the critics cold", 20 January) 
is, in facL attributed to Hugo 
Dyson, another member of the 
Inklings. Lewis is unlikely to have 
effed about elves, as The Lord of 
the Rings would never have beea 
completed without his constant 
encouragement 
COUNDURIEZ 
Leicester 
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Made in Streatham, 

made it in Paris 


John Galliano Qeft), 
plumber’s son, born 
in Gibraltar, and 
raised in dreary 
south London, is 
truly one of us. 

He is the darling of the French, 
but as English as an illegal rave 

by Peter Popham 



J ohn Galliano's triumph 
this week, in his first 
haiuc couture presenta- 
tion for Dior, is an 
opportunity for that 
most delicious of journalistic 
enquiries: why oh why are we so 
wonderful? 

John Galliano, “son of a 
Streatham plumber" in the 
usual characterisation, is, after 
all, utterly one of us: the for- 
eign-sounding name and (he 
fact that he was born in 
Gibraltar, as well as the dreary 
south London provenance of 
his upbringing, actually render 
him more typically of this place 
and age than if he had English 
genes stretching back to the 
‘Domesday Book’ and was 
raised in Tunbridge Wells. 

Nor is he English in some 
apologetic, trans-Channel, 
Julian Barnes manner, more 
French than the French them- 
selves and palpitating at the 
prospect of winning the 
Goncourt or translation to the 
Academie or some such apoth- 
eosis. Galliano is as English as 
Camden High Street, as 
English as an illegal rave, as 
English as a capital city shorn 
ofits own government these 13 
yeans past 

His strengths sprout from 
the weaknesses and wildnesses 
of where he comes from; or, 
more accurately, from a com- 


bination of weaknesses and 
strengths that is peculiarly and 
induplicably English. The 
strength: a brilliant art school 
education, whether at St Mar- 
tin's (Galliano's college) or 
Goldsmiths' or the Royal Col- 
lege; the weakness: a fashion 
business that has never 
amounted to a hill of beans 
compared to its competitors 
abroad, that has never been 
able to put that carefully nur- 
tured talent to use. 

It is the weakness of a nation 
which, proverbially, has lost an 
empire and failed to find a role 
but, in that sad process, has 
experienced an implosion of 
races and languages and cul- 
tures. And while it has never 
done anything dramatic like 
embrace these huddled masses, 
let alone provide them with the 
wherewithal of a decent edu- 
cation, it has, passively, toler- 
ated them. It has manifested 
that strength. It has allowed 
them to take their surly and 
benighted place alongside our 
own benighted native prole- 
tariat, allowed them to form a 
sort of multicultural mulch out 
of which a wonderful exotic 
bloom such as Galliano can 
sprout. 

So let's be frank: as an 
opportunity for national preen- 
ing, Galliano's latest triumph is 
way up there with Brenda 



Galliano’s designs are the biggest thing to hit the world of French 
couture since Dior’s New Look (above left) in 1947 


;thyn 

and London on the cover of 
Newsweek as the trendiest town 
in the planet, not to mention 
Bruce and Demi mulling over 
a move to Berkshire. But more 
so than those stories, Galliano's 
gives us pause to think a little 
harder about the national face 
that stares back at us from the 
minor, warts and ail. 

John Galliano's is a decep- 
tive personality because his 
extreme visual flamboyance - 
with his pistachio saris and 
bleached dreadlocks and bro- 
cade waistcoats and biker’s 
leathers, he often upstages his 
' own models and collections - 
masks genuine shyness. Like- 
wise, his notoriously wild, party- 
loving lifestyle coexists with an 
extraordinary dedication to his 
craft, without which he could 
not have survived five minutes 
in the snobbish hell-hole of a 
Parisian couturier. 


I 
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Id a South Bank Show docu- 
mentary about him, he com- 
ar ed what he does to his 
lather’s trade as a plumber, 
working out of sight on the hid- 
den systems that underpin what 
appears on the surface. It seems 
a bizarre, perhaps sentimental 
analogy, yet when one sees 
Galliano entering the atelier 
flou (soft fabrics workroom) of 
Givenchy’s headquarteis in 
Paris, his eyes ablaze with antic- 
ipation, it rings true. 

His rise to fame began in 
1984 with his degree show at St 
Martin's; one observer remem- 
bers the “mad, hobo-ish woman 
clothes, a woman with clogs on 
with a tree coming out of her 
hair ..." It was the first 
resounding yodel of a voice that 
has been distinctive and unmis- 
takable ever since, and Joan 
Burstein of Browns, the fashion 
business in South Molton 
Street, immediately took the 
wild, tiny, frail-loolang. hirsute 
figure under her wing and nur- 
tured his development. She did 
so to such good effect that in 
1987 he was named British 
Designer of the Year, the first 
of three occasions on which he 
has been given the award (1996 
was the most recent). 

But as many other designers 
discovered before him, London 
may be a brilliant crucible for 
young talent, but it's also a mis- 
erably inadequate marketplace 
for what that talent produces. 
London fashion week may con- 
tinue to snap bravely at the 
heels of Paris, Milan and New 
York, but the industry it repre- 


T hen in autumn 1995 
came the big, 
unprecedented 
break. It was announced 
from the company's ele- 
gant headquarters in 
the Avenue George S 

V that Hubert de . 

Givenchy, ~ 

founder and chief 
designer of the eponymous 
haute couturier, was retiring 
from the bouse he had founded 
in 1952. Givenchy was now 
owned by the conglomerate 
LVMH (standing for Louis 
Vuitton Moet Henncssy) and 
the urbane, formal, precise 
founder, always immaculately 
besuited, was being replaced by 
a figure as drastically different 
as one could imagine. Galliano, 
the English wild man. 

The canniness of this eccen- 
tric-seeming choice became 
apparent one year ago. in Jan- 
uary 1996, when Galliano 


showed his first collection for 
the house, to great acclaim. 
Although no Englishman had 
ever headed an haute couturier 
before, this strange, anachro- 
nistic pinnacle of the fashion 
business is one for which a 
British fashion training is in 
fact, it transpires, a pretty good 
preparation. 

Houses like Givenchy and 
Dior have a worldwide clientele 
of no more than 1.00H inordi- 
nately wealthy women, who are 
willing to spend up to £20.000 
on a single outfit; the nightie- 
like creation the Princess of 


designed by 
liano. is said to 
have cost £15.000. 

Despite the 
price tags on the 
clothes, so vast are 
the resources of 
skill and fabrics 
and time poured 
into each dress 
that no haute 
couturier 
makes a profit 
from the core 
business: it is 
merely the 
most elabo- 
rate and gor- 
geous way of hyp- 
ing the commercial 
products bearing the 
house’s name: the lipsticks 
and scent and hair grips and the 
rest, by which it makes its 
money. 

Haute couture therefore has 
to answer two somewhat con- 
tradictory imperatives: for the 
1.000 wealthiest women, the 
clothes must be beautifully 
made, intensely alluring and 
(within certain rigidly pre- 
scribed contexts) wearable. For 
ihe rest of the world, mean- 
while. for the mere onlookers 
(people like ihe cash-strapped 
Duchess of York, for example, 
gawping along with the rest in 
Paris this week), they must be 


so stunning 
and bril- 
liant and 
remark- 
able tbat, 
despite their 
irrelevance 
to one’s own 
life and style, 
they are hyp- 
notically inter- 
esting. They must be at the 
same time both an act of 
homage to wealth and taste, 
and a fireworks display. 

What the French spotted in 
Galliano was that he was capa- 
ble of homage as well as fire- 
works. His work, like most of 
the best new London work of 
the past 15 years, whether in 
fine art or architecture or fash- 
ion, as well as being a gut 
response to the present is 
intensely involved with the past 
Its inspiration is flea markets 
and the Victoria and Albert 
Museum and dusty books as 
much as in the work of con- 
temporaries. So when Galliano 
buried himself in the Givenchy 
archive - and latterly, since his 
promotion last October within 
LVMH to head Dior, in Dior’s, 
too - it was not out of inade- 
quacy or nerves; it was doing 
one of the things he loves best: 
immersing himself in a fantas- 
tic conversation with the past. 

For Galliano, afl times and all 
places coincide in the here and 
now: the France of the belle 
epoque, opium era China, pre- 
modern Japan, the Africa of the 
Masai tribesmen, all penned 
and frothed together in intensely 
romantic confections. But 
underpinning it and sometimes 
undermining it, lending it at 
times a lethal edge of irony, at 
other times merely a whiff of 
reality, is the grunge and grime 
of the streets of Streatham, 
where the whole thing started. 


Locked up in a Cabinet for years - it’s criminal 


disturbing report has 
blis‘ 


A disti 

LA been published which 
JL JLseems to demonstrate 
tbat no useful purpose is 
served by locking people up in 
a small space for years on end 
and expecting their behaviour 
to be improved by iL 
The report is based on the 
study of the case of a Mr 
Michael Howard, who has 
spent the past five to 10 years 
inride a small Cabinet in 
central London. When he was 
put made he was an obscure 
lawyer who seemed normal 
and harmed nobody except 
those with whom he came in 
regular contact. Now he is not 
only a potential danger to 
most people in the country, 
but has become a persistent 
court offender, is subject to 
dangerous hallucinations and 
has developed strange 
behavioural patterns. 

Tt would be simplistic to 
atgue that all this has been 
brought on simply by being 
inside this Cabinet." says the 
report. “However, it would 
probably also be completely 
accurate" 

The main delusion from 
which Howard seems to 
suffer is a belief that locking 
people up is fun. He does not 
articulate it quite like this. 


What Mr Howard says is thaL 
locking people up is a way of 
preventing crime, and that 
the more people you lock up, 
the less crime there will be. 

“We aO know thaL locking 
people up actually creates 
more criminals," says the 
report. “Well, we all know 
this except Mr Howard. But 
Mr Howard has made 
arrangements for more and. 
more places to be built where 
more and mors people can be 
locked up. At the same time 
the crime figures have not 
gone down. A sane person 
might draw the conclusion 
that the policy is mistaken. 
However, Mr Howard's 
thought processes seem not 
to be what we normally think 
of as sane. One reason for 
thinking this is that he seems 
compulsively driven to lock 
up people who could not 
possibly be improved by being 
locked up." 

By this the report seems to 
mean people who have failed 
to pay fines, many of whom 
have been locked up by Mr 
Howard. The reason that 
people cannot pay fines is 
that they have not got the 
money. The reason they have 
not got the money is that they 
are poor. Many of the poorest 



Miles 

Kington 


people in society are young 
single mothers. Therefore Mr 
Howard takes a lot of young 
mothers away from their 
children and locks them up to 
teach them to pay fines. 

“A sane person would not 
view this as a logical policy 
from any angle." says the 
report- “It may be that he 
actually derives some strange 
sort of pleasure from locking 
people up but ihis was 
outside our remit. What is 
undeniable is that being 
confined to a Cabinet has 
caused a significant 
deterioration in the behaviour 


of the subject, a change of 
which he has uo awareness." 

Part of the reason for his 
unwitting change seems to be 
that when you are confined to 
a Cabinet like Mr Howard you 
arc surrounded by members of 
a peer group who suffer from 
the same deficiencies. 

“It is not easy to 
generalise." says the report 
But then it goes on to say. 
“Sony, that's wrong. It Is* 
easy to generalise, and one 
thing we can say is that 
almost everyone in such a 
Cabinet is subject to driving 
ambition, ruthless * 
opportunism, dishonesty in 
spreading rumours about 
colleagues or leaking 
documents, an inability to 
distinguish ihe trulhandan 
increasing reluctance to admit 
the truth to the public. I| is 
sometimes said that the hest 
way to promote crime is to 
lock up criminals in the same 

place together, for as Iona as 

possible, and the same is“ 

certainly true of politicians " 

Mr Howard s behaviour 
has certainly not improved 
during his sojourn in the 
Cabinet. Before he went in 
he had never been in trouble 
with the law. However, the 
longer he has stayed in this 


Cabinet, the more he has 
been in trouble with cour 
who have repeatedly 
condemned him for law- 
breaking. He has shown r 
remorse, no awareness of 
wrongdoing - indeed, he 
tended to brag about it as 
makes him appear more 
macho. He has gone in fri 
of large crowds and glorie 
it. He has recently even 
acquired the delusion tha 
might be the next leader ( 
me Tore party. He suffers 

bnet, from that rare disnr 
an ^excess of self-esteem. 

Power, fame and medj 
exposure are powerful dn 
the report. “They 
^eulate freely in this 
Cabinet* despite denials. ' 
cause unusual behaviour 
patterns. We do not blanu 
-Howard for his preset; 
condition. This is no time 
apportion blame. All we a 
that Mr Howard be tala 
? ul of the Cabinet where 1 
has been for far too long ; 
returned to the communit 
may still not be too late fa 
him to be useful to society 
ifyouwishtoknowmoi 
jul this distressing casg 
Please write (c/ome)toth 
^aJLeague fo r Howard 
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Leopards that 
will spring out 

on Labour 


P eier Lilley lay like a 
leopard in ihe long grass, 
choosing his momeni to 
spring upon Hamel Hannan. 
He waited until Cordon Brown 
made his punishing lax and 
spending promises on Monday 
and_ then he pounced. Ii was a 
rapid and deadly stratagem, 
an ambush other Labour 
shadow ministers can expect as 
a result of Brown's im possibles! 
commitment that Labour 
would spend no more on each 
department than the Govern- 
ment has budgeted for over the 
next two years: the Govern- 
ment itself would never have 
managed to stay within those 
limits. 


Polly 

Toynbee 


, This is what Lilley has done: security system which you and 

m the Budget the Chancellor y --|i . your government have made 

announced tbat the Lone ftir- J_jl_Ll0V SGuS expensive for taxpayers and 
em Premium. (£5.20 extra for ** degrading for claimants. We 

single parents on income sup- _ M flfirvi will have t0 start work intme- 

port) and One Parent Benefit €X oulUUiIl diaiely on making the system 

(£6 JO for working single par- fairer, 

ems) will be axed. It was a neat jT'on •firvr* “Yours sincerely, Harriet." 

ploy, signalling moral disap- utc Tr xyjj. go. ^ shc or wonl Rhe 

Proval of single parents while t t introduce Tory legislation to cut 

saving £ 1 (JOm a year. LtSTHl^ll single parents' benefits? “No. of 

Harman protested that the course not,” she says when 

cuts would hit the weakest but rwrcxv* fov asked. So how will she pay for 

otherwise nogreat ay went up. UVCi Lit A. the shortfall? By getting many 

The silence was eerie. Once, of the 1 million single parents 

hundreds of thousands would niPn0Y ac 5 on benefits back to work and 

have been out on the streets in saving j neome support, 

protest, but rimes have 500.000 of them have a 

changed: people are resigned youngest child aged five or over 

to government callousness, or simply don't and they could work, at least part lime, if sorac- 
cane. Single parents account for most of the one gave them a push. The part-time jobs are 
huge growth in poverty. They are the most vul- there and Labour has promised the necessary 
nerable group, so cutting their benefits is dan- after-school clubs from the lotteiy fund. Cur- 
gerous cruelty. But to cut the premium that rently, single mothers just receive a letter once 
helps those in work is plain madness, as many eveiy three years and are not registered unem- 
wiil sink back into unemployment. This is one ployed, and no one urges them into work, 
of the most monstrous things this government Maybe, then, she can escape this particular 
has done - though you wouldn't think so from trap, if Brown is satisfied with her reply. But 

the lack of public indignation. the last budget, as it is analysed more carefully 

Be that as it may, this is the lory Social Seen- by the experts, contains all kinds of deliberate 
rity Secretary’s trap: to make these cuts he must dishonesties - land-mines for incoming minis- 
consult his Advisory Committee, then put a Bill ters trying to Weep within its impossible limits, 
through Parliament. That cannot be done Just lake some of the social security esli- 
before June - by which time Labour could be mates, for instance: the Budget reckons a new 
in power. So will Harman, as her very first act. Fraud BUI will save £7bn. but few experts think 
implement these cuts, or will she find £100m so. £lbn is supposed to be saved by a new DSS 
to plug ihe gap that Brown is committed to computer; others strongly doubt it. Estimates 
keeping at its present level? for social security land sales are extraordinar- 

Here is UUe/s triumphant letter. ify optimistic. Never before has the DSS de- 

“Dear Harriet. . ducted amotiouaLsum for an expected fall -in 

“This afternoon Gordon Brown pledged to unemployment (increases during bad employ- 
stay within the pnblic spending limits. Our ment years were 1 never added.) “Honest” Ken 


spending plans depend on retaining and imple- 
menting my social security reforms. Yet you 
have opposed or criticised all these reforms. 
Can you confirm ... that you will introduce in 
government our proposed legislation ... for 
single parents ... 

“Will new Labour cany through these Con- 
servative policies which you have criticised? If 
not, what other specific programmes w31 you 
cut to keep overall spending the same? You 
cannot duck these questions: people will know 
tbat evasive waffle in Opposition means 
expensive whammies in Government 


“Yours sincerely, Peter Lflley" cent, next year O.S per cent, the year aft 

The increasing use of the unconditional per cent Clark must be laughing up hiss 
future tense - “you will introduce in govern- for out there in the long grass are plenty 


Clarke knows he won't be facing the music, so 
he has produced a budget full of holes. If, by 
some miracle, be finds himself back in the hot 
seat come May, then he will simply put up taxes 
to cover the shortfall. If not, then Brown has 
foolishly swallowed his bait by promising to 
abide by an unworkable budget. 

If things look grim in social security, that is 
nothing compared to the calamity that will hit 
the incoming health minister. In the last 17 
years, NHS real growth has averaged 2.6 per 
cent a year. But the limits Brown has signed 
up to are: this year the NHS gets only 0.9 per 
cent, next year O.S per cent, the year after 0.7 
per cent Clark roust be laughing up his sleeve, 
for out there in the long grass are plenty more 


The lush rhythms 
of poetry and pubs 


ministers have already given up 
the ghost, hut such questions 
still have to be answered in 
eveiy department. Harman 
declined to step neatly into his 
trap. Shc side-stepped, reply- 
ing: 

“Dear Peter. 

“By using money from a 
windfall levy nn the excess and 
unfair profits of the privatised 
utilities we will get 250.000 
under-25-year-olds off benefit 
II and into work and create 

Illy opportunities for people who 

have been unemployed for over 
two years by offering a National 
Insurance holiday to employers 
who lake them oh... A Labour 
rpT* government will inherit a social 

security system which you and 
j your government have made 

f S0LS expensive for taxpayers and 

; degrading for claimants. We 

will have to start work imme- 
LH-Jlll diaiely on making the system 
fairer. 

1 fnT* “Yours sincerely, Harriet." 

9 So. will she or won’t she 

introduce Tory legislation to cut 
man single parents' benefits? “No. of 
course not,” she says when 
asked. So how will she pay for 
uaA the shortfall? By getting many 

of the 1 million single parents 
p po on benefits back to work ami | 

saving their income support. 
500.000 of them have a 
youngest child aged five or over 
and Lhe^ could work, at least part lime, if some- 
one gave them a push. The part-time jobs are 
there and Labour has promised the necessary 
after-school clubs from the lotteiy fund. Cur- 
rently, single mothers just receive a letter once 
eveiy three years and arc not registered unem- 
ployed, and no one urges them into work. 

Maybe, then, she can escape this particular 
trap, if Brown is satisfied with her reply. But 
the last budget, as it is analysed more carefiilly 
by the experts, contains all kinds of deliberate 
dishonesties - land-mines for incoming minis- 
ters Hying to keep within its impossible limits. 

Just lake some of the social security esti- 
mates. for instance: Ihe Budget reckons a new 
Fraud Bill will save £7bn. but few experts think 
so. £lbn is supposed to be saved by a new DSS 
computer; others strongly doubt it. Estimates 
for social security land sales are extraordinar- 
ily optimistic. Never before has the DSS de- 
ducted amotional sum for an expected fall in 


A lcohol is the may- 
pole of poetry life. 
Poets don't tuke 
many solids, for 
purely (of course) 
economic reasons. Poets get 
paid neanuts, and at parties 
they hover round tables lap- 
ping things up like camels fac- 
ing a meal-less desert. Six 
drinks and a pack of crisps are 
standard supper. You don't 
often sec a fat poet, though 
Seamus Heaney's putting it 
on a liule now. " 

So the Australian poet Les 
Murray, who won the TS Eliot 
Prize last week, breaks records 
for the unsnynblc, exploring 
the shame or fatness (a boy on 
the beach "holding his wet 
T-shirt off his breasts"), and 
making fat spark off against all 
the other cruelties he writes 
about. 

But that's Australia. Let's 
say you don't see many fat 
briti'sb or Irish poets. 

On the economic front, 1 
once watched Carol Ann Dufiy 
see off a large salaried jour- 
nalist at a literary party. “How 
long", he said, "jellying over 
her, "does it take you to write 
a poem?*’ “About five min- 
utes." said Carol Ann. cool and 
instant as a small iced cap- 
puccino. "And how much d you 
gel for that?" “A thousand 
pounds." I wish ... 

Among the top JO questions 
people ask poets. “Are you still 
writing poeliy?" is a favourite: 
unbearable when you know 
you'll never write a poem 
again, exasperating when 
you’re working on one. (Still 
building cathedrals, Mr Wtea?) 
Another question, a male spe- 
ciality, is a line of patronising 
suspicion which leans on the 
more obvious aspects of tech- 
nique (that well-documented 
male weakness). From Greek 
ship-owners to Paul Johnson, 
they all ask, "Do you use 


by Ruth Padel 



rhyme?" 

Not using rhyme in a poem 
is like starting to decorate with- 
out white paint. You don't have 
to slather the walls in it; you 
can mix it with Apache Orange, 
try fancy marbling, draw 
regency stripes or a frieze of 
zebras if you like, but you must 
have it on hand. Poets put 
rhyme mid-line, if not at the 
end. They squash it, slant it, 
run and cbebt with it. Rather, 
I imagine, as those guys “use" 
maths - in shipping, or count- 
ing words for the Spectator. 

Christopher Reid performed 
a tour de force of barking 
rhymes brilliantly last week at 
the Almeida Theatre, which 
hosts a reading of poets short- 
listed for the Eliot prize. This 
is Reid’s notorious curse-poem. 


ment" - may be gratifying evidence that Tbry leopards awaiting their Labour shadows. 


Ruth Padel: ‘Poets don’t take many solids, for purely economic reasons’ David Rose 

It came into its own as art of the recession -you 
could have a wild cultural experience in the 
Troubadour far £4 and get to buy a poet a drink 


barked back against two insom- 
niac dogs next door. (“One 
has vanished since, so don't 
believe Auden when he says 
‘poetry makes nothing hap- 
pen'.") Chris hinted at a mag- 
ical affinity between rhyming 
and violence. We heard it at 
work in his poem about male 
caribou clashing on TV. Like 
“jousting with ha islands", be 
said. (Or the South Bank 
Show?) Good subject, the 
testosterone of rhyme. 

It was a wonderful night at 
the Almeida, between the rac- 


ing wind-channel of the arch- 
way and the tropical botany of 
the bar stuffed with glam- 
orous agents like Pat 
Kavanagh. who you never saw 
at poetry readings before 
Valerie Eliot and the Poetry 
Book Society created the Eliot 
prize. People were being 
turned away in glossy herds. 
(“Full up? But it's a poetry 
reading.") 

Ian McDiarmid, who runs 
the theatre, recognises poetry 
as the newly fashionable art- 
a bout-towo . Poetry came into 


its own as art of the recession. 
You could have a wild cultural 
experience for £4 in the heady 
chiaroscuro of the Troubadour 
basement, and get to buy a 
poet a drink. 

But prizes are turning 
poetry into a bloodsport For 
10 shortlisted poets, the Eliot 
prize means a Sunday evening 
reading, a nail-biting Monday 
while the judges do their bit 
alone, then a media party 
announcing the winner. Hor- 
rible, watching friends whose 
work you’ve loved and 


admired for maybe years, wait- 
ing to hear who's won. Novel- 
ists face it on telly for the 
Booker but it shouldn't bap- 
pen to a poeL 

Still, if the cost of poetry's 
new chic is nine souls going 
through heU two days a year, I 
suppose it must be paid. As a 
judge. I got rung up afterwards 
for comments about Les Mur- 
ray by an arts editor who did- 
n't approve of prizes but 
wouldn't have had a story with- 
out them. 

The Almeida evening only 
sputtered when an Australian 
actor from Neighbours, invited 
to read Les’s work (since he 
comes from the same place), 
said he’d never heard of him. 
and sent up the blurb on the 
back of his book. “'Poet of the 
sacred, bui wise to this world': 
doesn't leave much out, does 
he?" If he'd known his job it 
might have been OK, but 
Neighbours doesn't give much 
practice in words and he read 
as if he'd just picked up his 
Albanian granny's recipe for 
chestnut stuffing, confirming 
all poets in their conviction 
that actors can’t read poems. 

Writing Poetry, an ahout-tn-be- 
indispensable handbook by 
Matthew Sweeney and John 
Hanley Williams (out in AprO), 
says the same. “Actors think 
poets can’t read their own 
poems; poets know actors 
can't." 

Writing Poetry warns you of 
poetry's belt-tightening eco- 
nomics and goes deep into 
technicalities such as rhyme 
(though not its testosteron- 
ics). and other features of the 
poetry landscape. Except - 
Matthew, John, bless the bed 
we all He on. how could you 
leave it out? - for alcohol. 
When my daughter’s class dis- 
cussed “Do not go gentle into 
that good night", a clued-up 
kid asked, “Wasn't Dylan 
Thomas an alcoholic?" “All 
poets are alcoholics," came 
the answer. Lovely daughterly 
bristles (“My mum's a poet 
and she’s not ..." ) - but her 
real view surfaced the follow- 
ing week when I was late pick- 
ing her up. “I thought you’d 
done a reading, got drunk, 
and forgotten me." Not that I 
ever ... Oh well. 

The writer muj a judge for the 
1996 T S Eliot Prize. Her most 
recent poetry collection is 
'Fusewire' f Cluttto and Windus). 

Where to hear poeuy, or buy a 
poet a drink: Poetrv Book Soci- 
ety. 0181-870-8403; Trouba- 
dour Cafe poetry readings, 
0171-835 2282; Piccadilly 
Poets , 0171-2S7-2S75. 


The personal is the historical 

Michael Ignatieff has pulled our century apart And found that its about him. By Paul Vallely 


it s cm 


'imini 


i ..-v.-jIiXtf. 

„\ -vra*’ 

... 1 -IT- ■* -Bi 

. 

a: . .rvd* 

■ ' 'v, ■ -r * 

- 

. i 2 ..rspr^ 

■ : 

-iw ■ 

■ * • '■>"•** ,-w 

- • _ -■ 1p<‘. 

' , -a.- - . < 

' 

... 

•• 

; 


“ Technology was supposed to take my 
father's suffering from him. In the event 
it took him from us, to die alone in an 
iruenshe care unit. ” 

M ichael Ignatieff has tried hard 
to keep himself out of his his- 
tory of the 20th century. But 
he has lived in it So its history is his 
history. Even so, his personal life 
extrudes just once - and only for the 
two sentences quoted above - m the 
new series of Radio 4's award-winning 
review of the past 10 decades, 20120, 
which Ignatieff lakes over from John 
Tusa at its halfway point tonight. 

Intellectuals tend to shy away from 
the personal; they are happier with 
ideas than with people. And the Cana- 
dian historian - best known for his 
smoothly cerebral performances on 
BBC2’s former arts flagship The Late 
Show - is, in an age of jangling jour- 
nalistic populism, shamelessly splen- 
didly intellectual. So is his new senes. 
And then, in its midst, come these two 
odd sentences. , 

On the television Ignatieff comes 
across with a cool self-certainty which 

some find irritating. In the flesh he is 
all engaging diffidence and searching 
self-doubt. “I didn’t realise until I 
began, that when you have lived 
through an era, the history you relate 
will be your own personal history. 
Looking back, I realised that its pub- 
lic events bad made much more 
impact on me than I had supposed. So 
one of the sub-themes was to histori- 
dse my own experience: eveiy single 
death in my family - my mother, 
father, aunts and uncles - five in the 

last 10 years - have all involved me and. 

my immediate family in making 

destsions.” 

At the beginning of the century 
death was a more daily visitor. A visit 
to a Victorian cemetery underscores 
the fact that one in 10 children died 
in infancy and half the population 


expected to die before the age of 45. 
“Tin beset by nostalgia and this 
series has to some extent cured me 
of it,” he says. “You wouldn't want 
to check into an Edwardian hospital 
with appendicitis ot with a child who 
had diphtheria. The improvement of 
medicine has brought new dilemmas 
- but they are dilemmas 1 want." 

And yet at the end of the 20th cen- 
tury we experience the phenomenon 
of death in the family with more 
moral anguish. “Was I right to turn 
off my aunt’s ventilator?" be asks. “I 
think I was, but the 20lh century has 
brought freedoms which bring bitter 
and difficult moments." 

Medicine is just one of the subjects 
he tackles. 20/20 takes a thematic 
approach rather than a chronologi- 
cal one. In addition to Suffering he 
looks, over the next five weeks, at 
Creating, Spending, Growing and 
Constructing. But from all the 
themes one big question emerges: 
have we made moral as well as tech- 
nological progress? Are morality and 
technology, be asks, on a collision 
course? 

The question is not restricted to the 
area of medical ethics. It is there m 
politics, economics, ecology and even 

architecture. TTie dreams of the great 

French architect Le Corbusier ended 
in the unna tural gravity-defying tower 
blocks of the Fifties and Sixties. The 
cathedrals of the early decades were 
the building of Chrysler, Hitler, Stalin 
which embodied the certainty that the 
world can be known and mastered. 
The Sixties brought the while heat of 
technology. 

“That was the great false promise 
of modernity- that we can control our 
lives," says Ignatieff. But the tech- 
nology that was supposed to make us 
safe and secure has instead created a 
world which is running out of control. 
The myth of the all-conquering sci- 
entist led us to expect one triumph 



Ignatieff: ‘Progress of sorts’ 

after another. The idea of medical 
progress encouraged the idea of a 
utopia in which suffering would be 
abolished and death, if not abolished, 
would at least be postponed indefi- 
nitely." He is back to medicine again. 
“And yet the real enemy is disease. So 
why are we treating death? When is 
enough enough?" 

Tentatively he tells the story of his 
mother' s death. Of how, seconds after 
she died, a young doctor entered the 
room and said: “I think she needs 
more morphine." a My brother said;‘J 
don't think she needs anything now, 
doctor.* 1 resented the fact that he 
intruded at that moment. There was 
some sense in which my mother’s 
death had been expropriated." - 
perhaps that was inevitable in a cen- 
tury when death and birth have moved 
from the home to the hospital. But 
there is a sense also tbat medical 


advances have shifted us from a cul- 
ture of endurance to a culture of 
complaint and still we can’t find a 
meaning in suffering. So two-thirds 
of the hroltb budget in a country like 
Canada goes on the terminally ill. 
The developed world has decided it 
needs to die with dignity while the 
Third World does not even have the 
wherewithal to live, with dignity or 
withouL 

One of the reasons many are dis- 
appointed in the 20th century is that 
we still have a 19th-century Dar- 
winian notion of progress, as ihe his- 
torian Christopher Cook has said. 
Yet the rebellion of hippie culture, 
and later environmentalism, showed 

tbat there was a powerful counter- 
current to the consumerism that 
came to rescue capitalism. 

“People have invested a tremen- 
dous amount of meaning In their 
belongings - a car is a woman, a car 
is freedom, and so on," says Ignati- 
eff. “But part of them knows that in 
the end it’s just a car.” Even in a world 
of McDonald’s values nobody believes 
that consumption provides the answer 
to the ultimate questions'. 

That said, the traditional forum for 
tackling such questions - orthodox 
religion - is crumbling too. Ignatieff 
is an agnostic and not disposed to be 
nostalgic about religion, but it did pro- 
vide a space and a language in which 
people could reach to the transcen- 
dent once a week. “One of the odd 
things about the 20th centuiy is how 
those considerations have been 
whisked out of public life." 

Uke death, religion has been pri- 
vatised. There is no common public 
language. “You fed alone, whereas in 
religious cultures you have a congre- 
gation and the whole proscenium 
arch of ritual and meaning in which 
life and death was framed." So we are 
witnessing a gradual secularisation? 
“There has been an ebbing of public 


religious doctrine. But it’s the waning 
of religious authority, not belief” 

He detects a new, solitary, religious 
sensibility. “Scratch most individuals 
and you find some sense of the meta- 
physical." It may be pick-and-mix 
with a bit of Buddhism, a bit of Chris- 
tianity and a bit of superstition but it 
is their own. If it is unarticulated or 
unformulated it is deeply believed 
The religious impulse has gone into 
ethics, into the environment, into 

K lar science, with all the interest 
: Big Bang, end the international 
outrage over genocide which is a new 
thing Tn the 20th centuiy. The ghost 
of religion has survived 
“In 1915 the Turks got away with 
slaughtering hundreds of thousands of 
Armenians; in 1994 when the Hutus 
did the same to the Tutsis the world 
intervened - inadequately and too late 
- but ft intervened That is moral 
progress of sorts. ” 

So we are back to progress. One of 
the great surprises for Ignatieff in 
making the series was to discover how 
much he needed a sense of progress. 
Without it, as some wag once put it. 
history is just one damned thing after 
another. “And then one begins to 
think," says Ignatieff, “that one’s life 
is just one damned thing after another. 
I find I need the idea of progress more 
than I had supposed” 

And if, after the grandiose project 
of modernism, the people who survive 
into the next millennium are suspi- 
cious of great schemes and certainties, 
or more sceptical, or just more con- 
scious of environmental or other con- 
siderations, that may be no bad thing. 
“At the end of the century we're in a 
very unheroic, unPrometnean, nnr to- 
man tic culture. But it may mean it’s a 
better place to live. Perhaps this is not 
such a bad time to be alive." 

Michael Ignatieff presents * 20120' on 
Radio 4 tonigjht at 7.45pm. 
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Myfanwy Piper was a writer with 
an unusual breadth of response 
to character and to art 

She was the ideal collabora- 
tor with Benjamin Britten to 
provide for him (he librettos of 
three of his operas, as she could 
convey the unease of the dis- 
turbing stories that he chose, 
while allowing space for the 
music be would write. She un- 
derstood what his musical imag- 
ination needed, just as in the 
1930s she had responded to the 
new abstract painting of Mon- 
drian and Kandinsky in Paris, 
and had promoted them and the 
young British avant-garde by 
founding and editing the mag- 
azine Axis. Her marriage to 
John Piper for more than 50 
years wasa close duet of writer 
and painter, in which their house 
in the Chiltezns where they lived 
from 1935 became a creative 
centre for the collaborative arts. 

Myfanwy Evans was bom in 
1911 in London, the only child 
of a Welsh father and an Eng- 
lish mother of Huguenot origin. 
Both her grandfathers were 
ministers, one Welsh-speaking 
in Tenby, and the other, Charles 
Playll, a Congregational Min- 
ister at Lomh. Her father David 
Evans was a dispensing chemist, 
and she grew up in his house 
over the shop Ail chins in Eng- 
lands Lane, Hampstead. It 
was the inspiring teaching at 
North London Collegiate 
School that introduced her to 
the arts, and enabled her to win 
an Exhibition to Si Hugh's, Ox- 
ford, in 1930. 

Women at Oxford were then 
stOl merely a part of the back- 
ground, but she was an out- 
standing swimmer, and captain 
of the team that won the uni- 
versity match in 1932. Her in- 
terest In modern art and 
literature was encouraged by 
her friendship with her con- 
temporaries Justin Blanco- 
White, the future architect, and 
Nkolete Binyon. It was through 
Justin's parents that she met the 
painter Ivon Hitchens, who in- 
vited her to join a s umm er 
painting party at SizeweD in Suf- 
folk in July 1934. One of the 
artists was John Piper, who 
had recently separated from his 
wife. He and Myfanwy were an 
instant success with each other, 
enjoying different styles of 
upbringing, an eight-year-old 
difference in age and comple- 
mentary interests in modem art 
as admirer and practitioner. 
They married in 1937. 


'She had already arranged to 
spend four weeks in Paris, and 
Piper put her in contact with 
the French- American abstract 
painter Jean HtSlion. It was a 
crash course in modernism, 
making appointments and vis- 
iting studios, at a unique time 
when there was developing a 
new taste that was determined 
to be international, yet still 
only appealed to a tiny number 
of intellectually lively people. 
Hetion encouraged her to 
found an English review of ab- 
stract art, and recommended 
her to Ben Nicholson, the 
leader of the group in London. 

Axis was published from 1935 
to 1937, and is remarkable first 
for her confidence in selecting 

worthy contributors as writers and 
artists, and second for a gradual 
shift in taste, towards rebuilding 
an English primitive tradition on 
abstract principles, evident as 
much in her own editorials as in 

Sheand Johnraored into the 
abandoned farmhouse at Paw- 
ley Bottom, beyond Henley, at 
first with no water, electricity or 
heating Only slowly becoming 
less uncomfortable, it never- 
theless became die focus of a 
group of friends, especially 
John and Penelope Betjeman, 
Geoffrey Grigson, and Osbert 
and Karen Lancaster. Betjeman 
so adored Myfanwy that he 
wrote poems about her in the 
totally tmaginaiy character of a 
nanny, and as an undergradu- 
ate, equally unlike, at Oxford. 

As her husband John began 
to work regularly with publish- 
ers and for public commissions, 
her role as artist's assistant be- 
came more demanding, and 
writing in any case took second 
place while their four children 
were young. The house be- 
came a refuge during the war, 
often for John’s patron Kenneth 
Dark and his family. Dark 
commissioned from her a Pen- 
guin Modern Painters volume 
on Frances Hodgkins, which 
remains one of the most con- 
vincing appreciations of a mod- 
em British painter. 

She had known Britten from 
the time of a notably argu- 
mentative meeting of the 
Group Theatre at Fawley Bot- 
tom before the war. They be- 
came much closer while John 
was designing for him and was 
a Director of the English Opera 
Group. They heard all his new 
music, and Britten in turn 
looked up to John as a mentor 



Ideal collaborator: Piper wltti Benjamin Britten at Aldeburgh, I960 


in modem art The Pipers lived 
so far from Aldeburgh, were not 
part of Britten's immediate 
circle, and could not become, 
even potentially, rivals, that 
they were among the few who 
remained his lifelong friends. 

It was Myfanwy who sug- 
gested that Henry James’s The 
Turn of the Screw would appeal 
to him as a situation for an 
opera, and they at first worked 
together on it,' informally, un- 
til the commission from La 
Fenice in Venice was arranged 
in 1953. Problems of simplify- 
ing the plot were solved by set- 
ting it as a series of linked 
scenes, to be designed by John. 
The precise meaning of the 
haunting and the corruption of 
the children was hidden by use 
of poetic language, and My- 
fanwy was able to half-conceal 
and half-reveal the sexual im- 
plications, leaving much open to 
the music and the performance. 

The friendship with Britten 
was later strained briefly by 
her and John's support for the - 
South African dancer and 
choreographer John Cranko, 
who Britten at first accepted, 
but then dismissed. For 
Cranko’s friend the Danish ac- 
tor Erik Mork, she re-cast as a 


play Kierkegaard's novel The 
Diary of a Seducer. 

The proposal to use another 
short story by Henry James, 
“Owen Wingrave”. came from 
Britten, and Myfanwy adapted 
this pacifist dilemma as an opera 
for BBC televison. Theyworked 
together again, before the first 
broadcast of Owen Wbigrave in 
1971, on Britten's last choice, 
Thomas Mann's novel Death in 
Venice, beginning it during a dri- 
ving holiday in France with Pe- 
ter Pears and John. This 
complex plot was reduced to 
scale by allocating all the roles 
of tempter to a single character, 
and the complexity was then giv- 
en back to the music by a setting 
at multiple levels of reality, in- 
cluding a counter-tenor part as 
Apollo, and a Pentathlon, at cue 
lime planned to be acted nude. 
Myfanwy recently completed 
an opera after Strindberg's 
Easter, working with Malcolm 
Williamson. 

It is remarkable how few di- 
rect portraits John made of 
Myfanwy, but how maoy indi- 
rect These include countless life 
drawings, which were the foun- 
dation of some of his paintings, 
and conclude with photographs 
published as screenprints. Her 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 

practical gifts to John's art are 
evident, but far more important 
was ber equal contribution to 
their exceptional evolution into 
what Kenneth Dark described 
as “two of the most complete- 
' : I have ever 


known". Fawley Bottom was a 
model of hard work and friend- 
ship. Myfanwy was renowned as 
a pioneer of a French style of 
cooking (first learnt from Bou- 
lestin). They gave memorable 
parties, often with fireworks, in 
which the house was turned into 
an enchanted stage set. Since 
John delighted in working with 
other artists and specialists, the 
use of his house as an extensive 
workplace was vital. 

In her last years she endured 
the loss of her eldest child, the 
artist Edward Piper, and de- 
voted more care than seemed 
possible to looking after her 
husband John in his slow decline 
until his death in 1992. 

David Fraser Jenkins 


Mary Myfanwy Evans , art critic 
and librettist : bom London 28 
March 1911; married 1937 John 
Piper ( died 1992; one son, two 
daughters, and one son deceased); 
died Fawley Bottom, Bucking- 
hamshire 18 January 1997. 


Nicholas Hinton 


The manner of Nicholas Hin- 
ton's death, whilst on a peace- 
keeping mission in Croatia with 
the Internationa] Crisis Group, 
was a metaphor for his life: in 
action, doing what he believed 
in, with passion and commit- 
ment that few could match. 
The voluntary sector in the UK 
and the international commu- 
nity has lost a respected public 
servant whose wisdom was 
sought and whose energy was 
envied by friends and colleagues 
worldwide. 

By 1985, when he became Di- 
rector-General of the Save the 
Children Fund, Hinton was 
already a respected and well- 
known champion of the volun- 
tary sector, having been 
Director of the National Coun- 
cil for Voluntary Organisations 
for seven years and also Chief 
Executive of the National As- 
sociation for the Care and 
Resettlement of Offenders 
{Nacro). When he left Nacro in 
1977, the Permanent Secretary 
and senior officials at the Home 
Office held a reception for him 
as a tribute to his achievements 
in that organisation. 

In 1977 he joined the Na- 
tional Council of Social Service 
(later to become the National 
Council for Voluntary Organi- 
sations) at a critical moment in 
its history. Despite its many past 
achievements, in the mid-1970s 
NCVO presented a confused 
and unfocused image to the 
world and the voice of the vol- 
untary sector lacked force. With 
Sara Morrison as Chair, Hinton 
brought clarity, direction and a 
new confidence to foe organi- 
sation, as well as fun and en- 
thusiasm. Although finding 
little time for gardening whilst 
at NCVO, he often used horti- 


cultural analogies when de- 
scribing his managerial objec- 
tives: he was particularly keen 
on “pruning" and “making 
bonfires". 

He combined steely deter- 
mination with down-to-earth 
realism and the ability to pick 
a brilliant staff team, winning 
the support and resources of 
government, charitable trusts 
and other backers for his ideas. 
He was good at spotting issues: 
the role voluntary organisa- 
tions could play in combatting 
unemployment and providing 
alternatives for chose out of 
work, the importance of culti- 
vating and nurturing local vol- 
untary action as a voice for the 
voiceless, a provider of ser- 
vices and enabling people to do 
things for themselves. Above all 
he spoke up for the vital inde- 
pendence of voluntary action 
and the need to protect and 
nurture that quality, regard- 
less of whether it made others ' 
uncomfortable. 

In 1985 Hinton brought to 
Save the Children those man- 
agerial characteristics that had 
reformed NCVO. He found an 
organisation that was cosy and 
confident but perhaps lacking 
in ambition ana vision. These he 
was able to provide: as Direc- 
tor-General, he was faced with 
challenges of global propor- 
tions and was immediately 
brought face to face with the 
inertia, complexity and bu- 
reaucracy of United Nations 
agencies, whose reform he 
advocated for many years. Al- 
though Hinton was no revolu- 
tionary, he was a politician who 
achieved a huge amount for his 
constituents - the children and 
young people of the world - 
without ever holding elected of- 


fice. Fortunately for the volun- 
tary sector, he came second in 
the one Parliamentary seat he 
contested, for the SDP, in 
Somerton and Frame, in 19S3. 

The legacy of reading law at 
Selwyn College, Cambridge, 
was apparent in his formidable 
s kills as an administrator. Hin- 
ton transformed Save the Chil- 
dren: he focused its mission, 
raised its income to over £100m 
and reformed its structures. 
But amid a welter of activity his 
office door was always open to 
give advice or hear complaints. 
He once described his style as 
“tough but honourable", a 
description which would be 
recognised by the successive 
Ministers for Overseas Devel- 
opment, Chris Patten, and 
Baroness Chalker, with whom 
Hinton worked closely. Always 
his own man, he combined with 
this an acute sense of ppr « al 
reality, using his extensive con- 
tacts within Whitehall discreetly 
to bring influence to bear on 
legislation that better favour- 
ed children both at home or 
overseas. 

He was a fearless spokesper- 
son. His strong leadership, au- 
thority and convictions were 
qualities matched by those of 
the Princess Royal, Save the 
Children's President. Together 
over 10 years, they worked to 
build a reputation for the Fund 
as an experienced and respect- 
ed authority nn development 
issues. 

The conlradi.uon of his life 
was that he gave so much for 
others and perhaps left not 
enough time for himself. Pro- 
fessionally he was a veiy private 
person, finding it difficult to ar- 
ticulate his feelings to his clos- 
est colleagues. Even after the 


volte-face of the Millennium 
Commission in October 1994, 
who appointed him as their first 
Chief Executive only to under- 
go a change of mind, he said 
little. But it must have come 
very hard and to all who knew 
him it was an extraordinary 
turn of events for a man with 
such an extraordinary record of 
successful leadership and wide 
experience. 

He was perhaps reminded of 
the frustration of his teenage 
years, when, as an outstanding 
treble at Salisbuiy Cathedral 
School, his voice, after break- 
ing, failed to become the ex- 
pected mature tenor depriving 
him of a possible choral schol- 
arship. However, life as a 
chorister imbibed spiritual con- 
victions which underpinned his' 
life; and which were reflected in 
both his public and private 
worlds. His dear sense of ser- 
vice was shown in his support 
and membership of a wide 
range of organisations, includ- 
ing directing the Edington 
Music Festival 1965-70, and 
chairing the forum panel at 
the Royal Society of Arts where 
he was a leading Fellow from 
19S1 until his death. 

Characteristically Hinton 
emerged from the disappoint- 
ment over the Millennium 
Commission with enormous 
dignity and took his talents to 

serve as the founder and Pres- 
ident of the International Cri- 
sis Group, a London-based 
organisation working discreet- 
ly to intervene to prevent con- 
flict His work with ICG built on 
his already extensive global 
connections to implement the 
Dayton Agreements. His in- 
tegrity, honesty and fierce in- 
tellect commanded respect 



Hinton: tough but honourable' 
Photograph: UPFft 

from the international states- 
men and women who worked 
with him to build a safer, more 
peaceful world. 

Deborah, his devoted wife, 
was a constant source of support 
in a hectic and varied life; both 
she, and his daughter Josie, pro- 
vided Nicholas with a haven of 
calm and tranquility amidst a 
schedule that proved to be too 
much. Nicholas was a man of big 
visions whose humour, sense of 
fun (particularly his colourful 
socks), and determination wflj 
be greatly missed. 

Andrew Hutchinson 


Nicholas John Hinton charity ad- 
ministrator. bom 15 March 1942; 
Assistant Director, Northorpe 
Hall Trust 1965-68; Assistant 
Director; National Association for 
the Care and Resettlement of Of- 
fenders 1968-73. Director 1973- 
77; Director. National Council far 
Voluntary Organisations (for- 
merly' National Council of Social 
Service) 1977-84 ; CBE 1985; 
Director-General Saw the Chil- 
dren Fund 1985-94; President, 
International Crisis Group 1995- 
96; married 1971 Deborah Vivian 
(one daughter); died Split, Croa- 
tia 20 January 1997. 


Sir Tobias RodgersBt 


“J. F. T Rodgers, Rare Books”, 
the last catalogue read, and be- 
low, in small type, “Prop Sir 
Tobias Rodgers Bt”. It was not 
vainglory but hjs seif-quizzical 
sense of irony, the ridiculousness 
of life, that prompted this last 
extravagance. In the world of 
books he made a small but dis- 1 
tinct mark, unforgettable to all 
who knew hhn. To them, he was 
always Ibby, handsome, witty, 
tirelessly and endlessly reading, 
learned in all sorts of recondite 
ways, a giver of parties, helpless 
somehow and au fond unhel- 
pable, but always irresistible. 

He was bom in 1940, the son 
of John Rodgers, a pillar of J. 
Walter Thompson and later 
Radio Luxembourg, one of the 
founders of History Today , Con- 
servative MP for Sevenoaks 
from 1950 to 1979. Taking 
Churchill's advice always to 
live outride your constituency, 
the family settled at Groom- 
bridge, and there Toby was 
brought up. He got a scholar- 
ship to Eton, and another to 
Worcester College, Oxford. The 
Fellows' Library at Eton was 
then inaccessible to boys, so it 
was not until he got to Oxford, 
where Colonel CJ-L Wilkinson 
and John Sparrow encouraged 
young bibliophiles, that a sense 
of the extra quality of reading 
old books in the original 
editions entered his life. 

By great ifl-fortune he was 
struck down by meningitis just 
before he was due to take his fi- 
nals, and being incapacitated be- 
fore rather than during the 
examinations was unable even to 
get an aegrotat, which would have 
been at least a degree, as well as 
an agreeable anachronism. 

He had not fully recovered 
when he went out into the 
world to look for a living. Af- 
ter a very short time teaching 
English in a language school, he 
found his way to Bernard Quar- 


sellers, then in Grafton Street 
EM. Dring, the managing di- 
rector, had not long before lost 
his close colleague and friend 
Oliver Howard, who had died 
untimely, and was looking im- 
mediately for a bright young 
man to help, but with an eye fur- 
ther ahead for a successor. 
Rodgers was not to know this 
nor foe startling impact that his 
letter asking for a job, on 
Brooks’s Dub writing paper, 
made at Quaritch's. But Dnng, 
who had a prescient sense for 
talent, was not misled by that or 
Rodgers's rather lackadaisical 
manner (he was still far from 
well) when he came for inter- 
view just before Christmas 1962. 

He began work at Quaritch 
early in foe New Year, and, al- 
though it was hard for him to 
adjust to the old-fashioned dis- 
cipline and venerable sur- 
roundings, he realised that he 
had found his mMer. He learnt 
a great deal from Ted Dring and 
became immensely fond of him, 
as he of Rodgers. This did not 
stop their having rows, some- 
times respectable rows, when 
Rodgers's great learning and in- 
dependent judgement suggest- 
ed changes in ways of selling 
books that had hardly altered 
since foe 19th century, some- 
times less so when Rodgers ar- 
rived late or was late back after 
lunch. But gradually his style - 
he could write like an angel - 
began to find its way into 
Quaritch's staid catalogues. 

His moment of gloiy came 
with a special catalogue on 
trade ana commerce, which he 
entitled How to Get Rich. He got 
a way with that, but there was an- 
other row when Dring asked 
him to write an introduction; 
Rodgers refused and walked 
out. Next morning he came in 
with a perfect introduction. It 
began, characteristically: “This 
catalogue consists of the bottom 
of a remarkable West Country 
barrel." It was, however, his 
swan-song at Quaritch’s. 

The constrictions of a large 
firm stirred longings for inde- 
pendence, and in May 1968 he 
set up an independent business 
with nis friend Paul Grinke, up 
some very steep steps in Bruton 
Place. They began with two 
catalogues, foe first Grinke's on 
art and architecture, the second 
Rodgers's, on English ’Books 
1510-1740. It was the time when 
the Royal Institution was selling 
its older books and there were 
rich pickings, particularly books 
of foe Huguenot scholar Louis 

Du tens. The mixture was, in foe 

event, too rich, and Grinke and 
Rodgers amicably went their 
separate ways in 1970. 

Next year Rodgers published 
his first independent catalogue, 
A Small But Important Cc 


don of Elizabethan and Smart 
literature. This was no more, m 
fact rather less than, foe trufo: 
its achievement was the 
identiftation of Ifadhs Witte, an 
allusive miscellany, as the work 
of Robert Greene. Five more 
such catalogues followed, each 
one with its share of books foal 
no one else would have found 


or seen — , 

scribed with the same eye for 
quality of text or condition, m 

words as felicitous as witty. 

It was this that led me to ask 

him to write for the quarterly 
magazine foe Book Collector. 
He did - occasionally; it was a 

joint agony for it hurt him to 
write as it did me to wait and 
wonder if it would ever come. 
But what he wrote when he did 
was so well worth waiting for 
that foe cost seemed unimpor- 
tant There was a wonderful 
piece on a Proust exhibition, his 
note pointing out, in foe mid- 
dle of a correspondence on 
genuine deaths by falling from 
library ladders, that the com- 
poser Alton did not so die, but 
was crushed by a bookcase 
f alling on top of him. 

In 1978, with Justine Bu- 
denz, a refugee from Christie’s, 
Rodgers opened a bookshop in 
Cecil Court. He called it Queve- 
do, and foe name of the Span- 
ish visionary, novelist and 
scholar was apt. Increasingly in 
love with Spam, he kept a stock 
as much Spanish as English, al- 
ways early and out of the way. 
But shopkeeping was not real- 
ly his line. Regjilar hours, indeed 
keeping foe place open at all, 
never seemed to matter very 
much. One day, he shut the shop 
for good and moved the stock, 
eventually, to Charlotte Street, 

where, for the time being, it slept 

There was too much else to 
engage him. He could never re- 
rist the good things in life, and 
some of the bad ones too. 
“Nothing that he eats does him 
any good, and nothing that he 
drinks does him any harm,” said 
his servant of the last life fallow 

of Trinity. The same was long 
true of Toby Rodgers. Women 
loved him and did their best to 
feed him, but nothing filled 
out his wraith-like thinness; 
otherwise a diet of Gauloises or 
more awful Spanish weeds and 
vodka seemed to have no oth- 
er effect on him. He travelled 
a lot: to Spain often, to Czecho- 
slovakia with the art dealer 
Kasmm, to Burma for a long 
time. And he gave the most 
memorable parties in and 
around his flat in Warwick Av- 
enue. You would be summoned 
at short notice or none, and 
there would be wonderful food 
and drink, and such people: foe 
famous, the brilliant, the diffi- 
cult, foe unknown - a model 
here, a taxi driver whose con- 
versation had amused him. It 
was a wild mixture. 

But nothing seemed to be 
coming of it- He became more 
reclusive, drank too much: 
“What's become of Toby?" his 
friends would ask nervously. 
Then, suddenly, foe magic re- 
turned, Last year another cat- 
alogue i appeared, with all the old 
diversity and charm, and then 
another, if anything more di- 
verse and delightful. But with 
foe books, there was a faint mu- 
sic in the air, a fleeting habanera, 
that seemed to die away, as 
when foe gods deserted Antony. 
Ill he visibly was, but he had giv- 
en up drinking. Why did he have 
to go just when the magic 
seemed to have returned? 

The joke was always on him, 
writes James Fergus son. Tobias 
Rodgers was a sublimely com- 
ic figmxr. ridiculously tall, painful- 
ly thin, with lugubrious voice 
and (for a long time) moustache 
to match. He told stories of what 
might have been - dead-pan sto- 
ries, himself their butt - of bow 
he nearly bought this, nearly 
sold that; of how, again, he 
might have made his fortune. 
There would be a him of infinite 
sadness, and then - then, he 
would writhe with laughter. 

. The last 20 years of Tohy’s 
life, when I knew him, were a 
celebration of failure: a tri- 
umphant assertion that the in- 
dividual was more important 
than the system; a fiesta of per- 
verse integrity. Toby was a bril- 
liant linguist, as able in Turkish 
as Basque, who never found a 
us? for his languages except 
in ingeniously complicated 
holidays and imagined art- 
smuggfing heists. He was an ex- 
pert on foe Spanish Civil War 
who never wrote the book on 
anarchism which he for 35 years 
intended. He was an elegant and 
economical writer who, indeed. 


DEATHS 

DOYLE: Martin William, partner of 
Solange and guiding, guardian "fa- 
ther" to Ra, unexpectedly on 17 Jan- 
uary, at borne. Barton St David, 
Somerset. Creative iewelkr, born 11 
November I94S. in Lxmoatfi, "Tbwn 
of flowers", Devon. LoveW, unique 
and sympathetic partner, guardian, 
brother and a best mend to many, who 
loved and will miss him deeply. Fu- 
neral al St liter's, Vifcst Ledford. Som- 
erset. Saturday 25 January at 230pm. 

MANSFIELD COOPER: On 17 Jano- 


Births, 
Mai' 



— jel. aged 93 years, wife ofi_ 

late Sir William Mansfield Cooper. 
The funeral sendee will lake place ai 
Cambridge Crematorium, toe New 
", on Thursday 30 Janu- 
at iJOpm. Donations for the 
brooke Cancer 


Care Appeal may be sent care of 
William Peacock & Sons. Orchard 
Lone, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire 
PE1S6QU. 

MASON: Ronald Paries Frederk±, on 
16 January 1997, in hospital. Funer- 
al Service at All Souls’ Church, Lang- 
hain Place. London Wl, Tuesday 28 
January, at Ham. Family flowers 
only please, donations to the Actors 
Benevolent Fund. Enquiries to J.H. 
Kenyon Ltd, 0171-937 0757. 

PIPER: Myfanwy, died peacefully at 
home, on Saturday 18 Jamuiy 1997. 


family hmeraJ.AcHebrajjonwiD take 
place later. 

RODGERS: Sir Tobias. Bt, died 19 Jan- 
uary 1997, in bis 57th year, at Wir- 
wiefc Avenue, London W.The Faucial 
wit] be held at the Church orst John 
the Evangelist. Groombridgit, Kent, 
at 12 noon on Friday 24 January. 

WOOLLAM: On IN January 1997. in 
Worthing, Mallard Leonora, wife of 
the late Dawd Woollam. adored 
mother of Christopher. Leonora. 
Katharine and Victoria, and grand- 
mother of Hannah. Richard. Geor- 
.Duncm. Leonora and Elizabeth, 
mend service at Worthing Crema- 
torium, Find on, on Friday 3 1 Janu- 
ary at 3pm. Family flowers only 
please, but it desired donations made 
payable to! 1TJ Unit, Worthing Hos- 
pital, c/o F. A. Holland & Son. H>Sla- 
tion Parade. Hrring Road. Worthing. 
Telephone 019Q3 24S9M). 


IN MEMORIAM 

POLIAKOFF. Alexander. OBE. A 
Memorial Gathering for Alex, who 
died on 26 July 1996, util be held at 
the Savilc Club, London, on Thesdav 
18 March. 6pm to &L30pnL Entrance 
by imitation only. X-lcpboneOi 15 451 

3485. Fax 01 15 9513563. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
marriages & deaths (Births, 

Adoption*. Marriages, Deaths, Menw- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memarfaml should be sent in writing 
to the G«Ptte Editor; The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don E14 SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (answering machine 0171-293 
20121 or foxed to 0171-293 2010. and 
a re charg ed at JQSLSDa line (VAT extra), 
OTHER Gazette anno oncem arts and 
arc charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. 
They shoold be accompanied by a day- 
time telephone number. 


Birthdays 

Miss Mary Hayley Bell, playwright, 
86; Admiral Sir Lindsay Biyson, 
Lord-Lieu tenant for East Sussex, 72; 
Sir John Cotton, former diplomat, 88; 
Sir Charles Davis, Ibnner COunsd to 
the Speaker. 8 & Mr George Fore- 
man. heavyweight boxing champion, 
49; Miss Ann Goddard QC, circuit 
judge, til: Miss Margaret Hall, head 
of design. British Museum, 61; Pro- 
fessor Cyril Hogarth, physicist, 73; 
Lord Hughes, former Minister of 
5(ale for Scotland, 86; Mr John 
Hurt, actor, 57; Mr John Last, arts 
patron and director, Public Affairs, 
North West Water Group, 57; 
Baroness Lockwood, former Presi- 
dent, Birkbeck College, 73; Miss Eliz- 
abeth Lynne MP, 49; Dr Lotie 


Newman. President. RoyaJ College 
of General Practitioners, 68; Sir 
Alfred Ramsey, formcT football man- 
ager, 77; Mrs Oaire Rayner, jour- 
nalist and broadcaster, 66; Mrs 
Goliad Shephard MP, Secretary of 
State, Education and Employment, 
57; Miss Arm Soibem, actress, 88; Sir 

Mkhael Spicer MR 54; Sir Hilaiy Tht 
boL former High Court judge, 85; Sir 
Graham Wilkins, former chairman 
and chief executive, Thom EMI, 73. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Sir Francis Bacon, statesman 
and lawyer, 1561; George Gordon 
Byion, sixth Baron Byron, poet, 
1788. Deaths: Charles Kean, actor- 
manager, 1868; Queen .Victoria, 
1901; Waiter Richard Sicken, 


painter, 1942. On this day: ihe Fait 
tend Islands were ceded to Britain by 
®Pom. 1771; Ramsay MacDonald, tfc 
fast Labour prime minister, look of- 
fice. 1924. Today is the Feasi Day of 
St Anastosius the Persian, St Bcrhr- 
wakf of Rarasbuiy, St Bkaalla, St Do- 
flumc of Sora,St Vincent PhUotti and 
St Vincent of Saragossa. 

Lectures 

Science Lecture, Na- 
tional Portnm GaUe^Prnfeswr 
Angus Buchanan, “Image, oflZ 

ss; ■ 
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Rodgers: 'a boulevardier’ 


best, cataloguer of old books liv- 
ing, there was no one to touch 
him. It was late. One nodded. 
The last time he had produced 
a catalogue was in the late 
1970s from Quevedo in Cecil 
Court foe shop that was never 
open. Then, in January 1996, 
out of nowhere, from J.F.T. 
Rodgers of Charlotte Street 
(another shop that was never 
open, underneath foe Oldie), 
came 100 Rare Books on 100 Dif- 
ferent Subjects, a catalogue that 
was sui generis, quirky, seductive, 
various, perfectly formed. 

In an unusual prefatory note, 
he described himself as “more 
of a boulevardier than a book- 
seller” and the spirit of the 
boulevardier flowed beguiling- 
ly through the catalogue. “I can- 
not imagine," he wrote of one 
item, “who would want to buy 
a volume bound in about 1760 
containing works on painting 
the cedars of Lebanon, designs 
for country houses and what the 
female beau monde of Edin- 
burgh wore in 1756. 1 hope that 
such a person exists." 

The books were on all sub- 
jects from archery and lunacy 
and the human digestion to 
vipers, calligraphy and the wine 
trade, farmhouse design and the 
fall of Granada. The hi ghligh t 
was a miniature he asserted to 
be by Nicholas Hilliard, at 
£28.000, but equally interesting 
were his (few) items under 
£100, or, at £700, the printed ac- 
count of he first Sahara cross- 
ing en automobile , 1924, 
inscribed by Monsieur Citroen 
himself and, much later, David 
Hockney. The catalogue was a 
tour de force, and Bernard 
*-Cvm. of all people, devoted a 
whole column to it in the Times. 

. A second catalogue followed 
in October. More Rare Books on 
Dnvrse Subjects, equally 
deft and diverting, and a third 
was promised ofbooks on foe 
ottoman Empire - “scant but 
rare and in the finest condition". 
Now it will never appear. The 
old rogue; there are only his 
footprints in the grass. 

John Fairhe Tobias Rodgers, an- 
teffanan bookseller, bom 2 July 
1940: succeeded 1993 as second 
ok died London 19 January 1997. 


ROYAL engagements 

“rat Pri nces! mtjtl visitt the British Gc- 

SSStfisaasste- 


crvvutis Nottingham Carers Centre: 
3*™J ** DiriskwaJ 


Noaaigfaaro; and as Patren, 
Naiional Association of Otiaens Ad- 
a dinner for Corporate 
Palace. TheDoke 

fttrmu the Royal United Sovkw 
for Dcfcao: Studies, presents tbo 
Mfedal to the Maminas of 
Angtewy, London SW1. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Rcjd- 

Horse Guards, 11 am. 


to pressure <n apace, the LAW 

■“•PORT has been bdd ova 


-A 




Karriiv wrote aiffthingi an un- 

2S bridge, for rac- 

KTwouId do anything 

Sfoerfoan work but deplored 

an ertrtiorjtay 

ised P massive communal foe- 
work displays for Guy Fawkes 
Day. But sometimes there was 
a sfip between cup and lip; on 
one occasion his dinner guests 
i£ re so alarmed when they 
found themselves massed onfoc 
pavement outside fas bnghtly bt 
house pealing on- foe beu that 
foey called the police. Ongain- 
ing entry, they found his French 
windows open and the trail of 
his footprints across a dewy 
lawn. Toby had run away. 

If he didn’t run away, he 

could fail altogether to buy 

food for his guests, or buy food 
(I remember once a huge, de- 
licious sea bass) and be too 
drunk to cook tL Toby had a 
drink problem. But, as with 
many drink problems, it was not 
so much a drink problem as a 
life problem. He saw himself as 
a hero in an unequal struggle: 
a struggle with his father, even 
after his father had died; a 
steady tussle in the book trade, 
where he was the only person 
in step and all other dealers had 
given in to some suburban 
Mephistopheles. 

He told me once, a few bot- 
tles on, that he was the best the 
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Royal Bank spearheads Internet revolution 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Rovai Bank of Scotland will 
spearhead a revolution in bank- 
ing in the spring with the launch 
of the first fully-fledged Inter- 
net service. The move by RBS 
steals a inarch on its high street 
rivals, most of which are only 
experimenting with a direct- 
linked home banking service. 

TSB has offered home bank- 
ing since last year, and Barclays 
is working towards the launch 
of a similar service. Access to 
both services, however, is re- 
stricted and will not be available 
on the Internet. 

RBS docs not expect a mad 
dash to take up the service and 
intends to offer Internet bank- 
ing to 500.000 telephone cus- 
tomers initially. Providing they 
have the necessary equipment 
customers will be able to con- 
duct a variety of banking ser- 
vices through the Internet, such 


as printing out bank details, dis- 
playing balances and state- 
ments, viewing standing orders 
and direct debits and paying bills 
to more than 750 companies. 

Customers will be able to 
transfer money between ac- 
counts held at RBS. and trans- 
fer financial data to accounting 
packages such as Microsoft 
Money 97 and spreadsheets. 

Customers will need a per- 
sonal computer with Microsoft 
Windows technology and access 
to the Internet to use the sys- 
tem. RBS will charge £1.50 a 
month to bank via the Internet, 
after a free trial period of six 
months. 

This surprised some ana- 
lysts, such as Gaus Nehmzow, 
principal at Booz Allen & 
Hamilton, a consultancy firm, 
who points out that the bene- 
fit for banks of offering services 
on the Internet is that it is cheap. 

Mr Nehmzow has calculated 
thai Internet and other virtual 


banking channels have a sig- 
nificantly lower cost structure 
than traditional methods, so 
that, for instance, banks on the 
Internet can operate at ex- 
pense ratio of 15 to 20 per cent 
compared with 60 per cent for 
the average bank. 


RBS defended its decision to 
charge for the system. “We put 
a lot of investment into it and 
we hope we're providing a sys- 
tem that customers want,' 1 said 
Bill Bougourd, head of elec- 
tronic services with RSB's retail 
banking services. 


“It is a modest charge. We’re 
absolutely committed to main- 
taining a competitive package.” 

He declined to reveal the 
amount of investment put into 
the system but arch services are 
generally estimated to cost be- 
tween £lm and £2m to set up. 


According to Booz Allen & 
Hamilto n, the operating cost ba- 
sis is also low in terms of main- 
taining the Internet sites. 

RBS said it had overcome 
one of the main barriers to pro- 
viding Internet banking - se- 
curity for users. Mr Bougourd 


Tesco to expand shopping trial in cyberspace 


Tesco is to extend its Internet home shop- 
ping trial to five new areas following an 
encouraging performance at its pilot 
scheme in Otferley; west London, wires N&l 
Cope. New services will start in 
Hammersmith and Leeds next month. Lea 
Valley in north-west London and Romford, 
Essex, will follow after Easter. A trial in 
Sutton, Surrey, will start in the spring. 

fin Mason. Tesco's marketing director 
says: “We are excited about the results in 
Osteriey We want to find out if that is some- 
thing special to that area or' if it can be 
replicated elsewhere." 

Tesco claims that the Osteriey trial has 


attracted “hundreds" of devotees with the 
average purchase double that achieved in 
a regular store. 

Half of the customers have been order- 
fog via phone or fax: The remainder have 
been ordering through the Internet option, 
a higher proportion than expected. 

“We’re really pleased with the response 
from customers,’' Tesco said. “People are 
ordering across the product range not just 
the staple products, but fresh meat, Emit 
and vegetables too." 

Tesco launched its Internet shopping tri- 
al last October; offering the service to hold- 
ers of its Clubcard loyalty scheme. 


Customers can choose from 20,000 prod- 
uct lines, the same as in a normal store. 
They pay a £5 foe for delivery. 

Tesco is file most advanced of the big 
supermarkets in home shopping. Sains- 
bury’s is also conducting trials and has 
links with a home delivery company in 
south London called Flanagan's. Tesco’s 
Urn Mason said the aim was to help 
customers to shop “without the physical 
effort of shopping*. 

Users of the Tesco service say it can take 
up to two hoars to place the first order as 
foe system is unfamiliar. After that foe 
process can take only 15 minutes. 


said this had been 
mount importance to RBS and 

that its security system was “ex- 
tremely robust” and had been 
checked by experts who worked 
for the Ministry of Defence. 

All customer data is scram- 
bled to ensure privacy and can- 
not be added, deleted, replayed 
or tampered with. The central 
computer server is also fire- 
walled from inside and out, 
providing a protective barrier 
between the internal network 
and the Internet. 

Customers will need pass* 
words to use the system and 
their PCs will need to be regis- 
tered. RBS said it was so con- 
fident about security that if 
customers had taken care to 

keep their security details seaet, 

they would not be liable for any 
transactions on their accounts 
which they had not authorised. 

Around 1 1 per cent of adults 
in the UK use the Internet but 
t his proportion is expected to es- 


calawtosuch an extent Oat Mr 
Nehmzow estimated thai 80 
ner cent of European banks 
would provide a full banking 
service over the Internet with- 

>5 per cent of 
American customers would 
conduct at least some of die 
hankinst activities via the ln- 
“by 2000. WhOe Euto- 
peans were slower to catch on, 
Mr Nehmzow said banks on tins 
side of the Atlantic bebeved that 
10 to 20 per cent was not an un- 
realistic target for this period 

The first users were more 
likely to be young because thqy 
had access to the Internet, Mr 

Nehmzow said. 

Such forecasts for the use of 
the Internet are further evi- 
dence of the radical change un- 
der way in banking in Britain 
and provide further proof that 
the days of visiting a bank man- 
ager in a branch are over. 

Comment, page 19 


Boeing calls 
halt on $7bn 
super-jumbo 
project 


The battle for supremacy as manufacturers jockey for share of Sl,000bn market 


Commercial Jet market forecast 

deliveries 1996 to 2015; 

S1.130fan (16,000 planes) • ■ 


Michael Harrison 

Boeing dropped a bombshell on 
ihc aviation industry yesterday 
by shelving plans to build a 
stretched version of its 747 
jumbo jet, claiming that the 
market was too small to justify 
the S7bn (£4.2bn) cost of the 
programme. 

The announcement took ob- 
servers by surprise and, for the 
time being at least, leaves 
Airbus Industrie as the only jet 
manufacturer preparing to 
launch a super-jumbo. 

The proposed 747-500X and 
600X family of jets would have 
been capable of carrying 550 
passengers - 140 more than the 
biggest 747 currently flying - 
and would have entered service 
in 2001. The aircraft would 


have cost $210m. The Airbus 
A3XX family has a payload of 
555-650 seats and would be 
priced at S198m. 

Despite twice delaying the 
launch of the programme, 
Boeing had been expected to 
give foe go-ahead later this 
year. However, Ron Woodard, 
president of the Boeing Com- 
mercial Airplane Group, said 
yesterday: “Sufficient market 
demand has not yet developed 
to justify committing the sig- 
nificant investment required to 
develop larger versions of the 
747." 

Boeing estimates the market 
for aircraft with more than 500 
seats at 470 whereas Airbus 
puts demand at just under 
1,400. Airbus says the A3XX 
will cost $8bn to build but Boe- 
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ing claims the cost will be 
nearer $20bn because it is an 
all-new aircraft. 

Mr Woodard said that 
Boeing had decided instead to 
concentrate on developing new 
versions of its twin-engined 
wide-bodied family of aircraft 
the 767 and the 777. All but a 
small number of the 1,000 or so 
engineers that had been work- 
ing on the 747-600X pro- 
gramme are being redeployed 
to other areas of the company. 

Boeing has not, however, 
jettisoned the super-jumbo al- 
together, saying it would con- 
tinue to study airplanes capable 


of carrying more passengers 
than today’s 747. 

“This remains one of the pri- 
orities of our product-devel- 
opment efforts," Mr Woodard 
said. “When the market devel- 
ops for such an aircraft, we will 
be ready." 

An Airbus spokesman said: 
“The feedback we have been 
getting from the market is that 
airlines are interested in a new 
technology, state-of-the-art 
aeroplane. The A3XX can 
offer that, whereas the 
stretched 747 does not neces- 
sarily fit the bill." 

The 747-600X would have 


been based on an airframe 
that dates back to foe 1960s in 
design. 

In recent months, Boeing 
had been under increasing 
pressure from potential air- 
line customers to upgrade the 
proposed aircraft and put fly- 
by-wire technology into its 
cockpit. This had forced it to 
raise the its cost projections 
from $5bn to $7bn. 

At the same time Boeing was 
finding it difficult to pin down 
launch customers for the air- 
craft. Although it had letters of 
intent from Thai Airways and 
Malaysian Airlines to buy about 


20 jets, the prize it was looking 
for was a launch order from Sin- 
gapore Airlines or, better still, 
British Airways. 

BA, however, had made it 
dear that it had other priorities 
to deal with than adding a 
super-jumbo to its fleet. BA is 
concentrating instead on gain- 
ing approval for the transat- 
lantic tie-up with American 
Airlines and achieving its goal 
of £lbn in cost savings. 

Despite yesterday’s an- 
nouncement from Boeing, avi- 
ation observers doubt that it has 
given up on the super-jumbo 
market. Indeed, there was 


some speculation that it may 
have made the announcement 
to sow doubts in the minds of 
airline customers about the 
need for the Airbus A3XX. 

The two manufacturers have 
been playing a cat and mouse 
game over whether and when 
they will launch their rival pro- 
grammes for the last four years. 
At one stage the four Airbus 
partners - British Aerospace, 
Aerospatiale of France, Daim- 
ler Benz of Germany and 
Spain’s Casa - conducted joint 
studies with Boeing. 

Boeing has a monopoly in 
the jumbo market with orders 


for the latest version, the 747- 
400, standing at 482. About a 
third of its profits are reckoned 
to come from this one aircraft 

The 747-500X would have a 
payload of 450 passengers and 
a range of more than 8,500 
miles. The 747-600X would 
have slightly more range but 
one-third more payload. 

On current planning, the 
A3XX is due to enter service 
in 2003. Airbus is due to gain 
authorisation to begin offering 
the aircraft to customers late 
next year and formally launch 
the programme in 1999. 

Comment page 19 


Pound drives home 


Greenspan applauds ‘breathtaking 5 climb 


Clarke’s dilemma 


Diane Coyle 
and Me dcutti 


Export orders have started to 
suffer because of the strength of 
the pound, according to a sur- 
vey published by the Confeder- 
ation of British Industry 
yesterday. But separate figures 
showing' strong mortgage de- 
mand highlighted the Chancel- 
lor's dilemma over interest rates. 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, signalled 
earlier this week that he had ad- 
vised higher borrowing costs to 
tame consumer demand de- 
spite the recent rise in the 
pound. Mortgage figures from 
the Building Societies' Associ- 
ation, showing that new lending 
grew nearly 50 per cent last year, 
underlined the Bank's concerns 
yesterday. 

However, the CBI said the 
decision was “finely balanced". 
Ross Buckland, chief execu- 
tive of foods group Unigate and 
a member of the CBI's 
economic affairs committee, 
said: “We say, looking at all foe 
elements, that no interest rate 
rise is justified at present." 

Paul Mortimer-Lee. chief 


economist at investment bank 
Paribas, said: “It is a choice be- 
tween two evils. Either interest 
rates are going to be too low or 
the exchange rate is going to be 
loo high." 

The CBI’s quarterly survey of 
manufacturers showed that ex- 
port orders had levelled off for 
the first time since October 
1993. Manufacturers' optimism 
about exports had also fallen. 

The survey showed output 
had grown steadQy over the past 
four months, although its rate 
of growth had slowed. General 
business optimism was steady, 
and there was a sharp rise in foe 
balance of companies expecting 
to increase rather than reduce 
their prices. Domestic demand 
for consumer goods in particu- 
lar was still improving. 

Fresh evidence of the 
housing market recovery came 
from the Building Societies As- 
sociation. It said net lending in 
1996 reached £13.24bn, up 48 
per cent on the previous year. 

In the final quarter of last 
year, societies’ net advances, at 
almost £4bn, were 95 per cent 
up on the fourth quarter of 1995. 
Although net advances dipped 


slightly to £1 .2bn in December, 
they were up 50 per cent on the 
same month last year. 

The British Bankers’ Asso- 
ciation said mortgage leading 
rose by £552m, compared to 
£606m in November and a six- 
monthly average of £571m. 

But Dharchini David. UK 
economist at HSBC Markets, 
said seasonally-adjusted net 
new commitments, foe amount 
of future lending pledged by 
building societies, was expect- 
ed to reach 4S,000 in Decem- 
ber, the lowest in five months. 

“The figures reveal tentative 
signs of a weakening of mort- 
gage demand." she said. “This 
could reflect the disappear- 
ance of many fixed-rate mort- 
gage packages following foe 
base rate rise on 30 October." 

Separate figures showing an 
unexpected drop of £3J3bn in to- 
tal bank lending in December 
muddied the picture. Even 
though a large part of the fall 
was due to end-year transactions 
in the gilts, underlying loans 
were weak. The growth rate of 
M4, the broad money mea- 
sure, fell to 9.6 from 10.8 per 
cent in November. 


David Usbome 

New York 


Alan Greenspan, foe Chair- 
man of foe Federal Reserve, 
yesterday cheered US financial 
markets with a broadly upbeat 
assessment of the Almerican 
economy even as he raised a 
warning flag about bis con- 
cerns that renewed inflationary 
pressures may be around the 
comer. 

In a testimony on Capitol 
HOI, Mr Greenspan also de- 
fended comments he made in 
December about “Irrational 
exuberance" in foe US equity 
markets. The remark, which 
sent tremors through Wall 
Street at the time, “was not a 
shot from Lhe hip", he insisted. 
The performance of the mar- 
kets, he said yesterday, re- 
mained “breath taking". 

Translating Mr Greenspan's 
words as favourable news, in- 
vestors yesterday gave a new lift 
to the Dow Jones industrial 
average which has continued to 
soar into record territory since 
the new year. After sagging 
more than 40 points at foe start 
of trading, the index was show- 
ing a 50-point gain after Mr 
Greenspan's comments. 

Noting foe continued stable 
growth of the US economy. Mr 
Greenspan told the US SenaLe 

economy although he warned about Inflationary pressures that the economy “ has re tained 



Good news: Alan Greenspan was upbeat about the US 
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considerable vigour, with few 
signs of imbalances and infla- 
tionary tensions that have dis- 
rupted past expansions". He 
reported (hat the economy 
grew about 3 per cent last year. 

The Chairman attributed the 
absence of inflationary pressure 
and low wage growth on sever- 
al factors, in particular a con- 
tinuing sense of job insecurity 
in the US workplace that was 
keeping wage pressures down. 
He added high US imports, in- 
creased deregulation, foe de- 
clining influence of the unions 
and a sharp slowdown in the rise 
of healthcare costs. 

There was a clear warning in 
his testimony, however, that 
wages could begin to succumb 
to upward pressures at any 
time, which could feed into 
higher inflation. “The recent 
pick-up in some measures of 
wages suggests that the transi- 
tion may be already running its 
course." Mr Greenspan 
warned. The jobless rale in 
the US is at a seven-year low of 
only 53 per cent. 

Mr Greenspan also remind- 
ed listeners that in setting 
monetary policy, the Fed always 
had to look roughly six months 
mto the future. This was in part 
because there was always a 
time lag of about the same pe- 
riod before any interest rate 
adjustment began to bite. 


That was taken by many an- 
alysts as a clear signal of the 
Fed's readiness to tighten mon- 
etary conditions at foe first real 
sign of an uptick in wages and 
inflation. “Greenspan is clear- 
fy preparing the market for a 
possible tightening move. He 
leaves no question about that,” 
said David Jones, an analyst 
with Aubrey Lanston. 

The next meeting of the 
Fed's Open Market Committee, 
which sets interest rates, is 
scheduled for 3-4 February, by 
which time more data will be 
available to indicate whether 
new inflationary dangers are in- 
deed gathering. 

Addressing the extraordi- 
nary ebullience of Wall Street, 
Mr Greenspan remarked that 
the “stock market continued to 
climb at a breathtaking rate". 
He was forced on to the 
defensive about his “irrational 
exuberance" quip of last De- 
cember by some aggressive 
^“^stfoning from senators. 

It was not a shot from the 
jP; .Mr Greenspan said, ex- 
plaining that he had been try- 
ing to lay out all the various 
factors that had to be taken into 
account by the Fed in deter- 
mi mng monetary policy. 

. ‘“We thought long and in 
detail that any such statement 
could very well have immediate 
market effects." 


27 % Somerfield rise 
leaves investors cool 


whose summer flotation 
dogged by problems, were yes- 
terday greeted with a cool re- 
sponse from investors and 
analysts, writes Nigel Cope. 

. Armouncinga 27 percent rise 
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Banking comes under threat from the Internet 


rj.yAi.',”;” 


'Rrst Bank of 
Scotland with 
Sainsbury's, now 
Royal Bank with 
Internet banking 
- the Scots seem 
to be leading their 
larger rivals south 
of the border at 
the cutting edge 
of banking 
developments' 


I s retail banking as we know and haic it 
basically finished, caput, over the hUi, ob- 
solete and dead? Perhaps not quite yet but 
certainty that is the implication of yesterday’s 
announcement from the Royal Bank Scot- 
land of Britain's first fully fledged Internet 
bank. Quicker, more convenient, and above 
all, fur less costly, Internet banking is the 
future. According lo recent research from 
Booz Alien & Hamilton, the management 
consultants, up to 16 per cent of US house- 
holds will be using Internet banking by the 
turn of the century. 

Furthermore, because these people will be 
drawn mainly from upper-income brackets, 
they could accourn for perhaps as much as 
30 per cent of retail banking profitability. 
The only restraint on growth is that of PC 
and AppIeMac ownership. 

Don't get loo carried away yet, however. 
Royal Bank's Internet facility G» for Lhe time 
being only for anoraks, rar from being 
cheaper than traditional banking, it is more 
expensive. Royal is planning an extra charge 
for those who sign up to the new service, on 
top of all the other charges normally asso- 
ciated with a personal bank account. Indeed, 
the only apparent advantage of Royal's 
Internet bank os it stands over telephone 
banking is that the seasoned traveller will be 
able to transact banking business via their 
lap-top for the price of a local phone call, 
rather than having to fork out the full long- 
distance charge. 

None the less, it is a start, and Royal Bank 


should perhaps he congratulated for beat- 
ing the English dearers to the mark. First 
Bank of Scotland with Sainsbury, now Royal 
Bank with Internet banking - the Scots seem 
to be leading their larger rivals south of the 
border at the cutting edge of banking devel- 
opments. For Internet banking to take off, 
however, It requires a new player to enter 
the market capable of reflecting the dra- 
matically lower costs of the Internet in its 
charging structure. That, or for an estab- 
lished bonk to set up a ring-fenced Internet 
bunking operation, like Midland with its tele- 
phone banking set-up. First Direct. 

The difficulty of IntemcL banking for the 
traditional players is that it only adds to 
costs, it is yet another service they arc 
obliged to oiler customers alongside branch 
and telephone banking. 

According to Booz Alien, the average cost 
per banking transaction through the branch 
network is 60p. With telephone banking it 
is 35p. The cost through traditional com- 
puter banking is I7p. And then there's the 
Internet - just Sp. "The cost-to-income ratio 
of the best of the high street banks is 
around SO per cent. With a pure Internet 
bank it could be ns low as IS per cent Unen- 
cumbered by the high-cost branch network 
and infrastructure of the traditional banks, 
the pure Internet bank can undercut with 
abandon. 

Nor are the extraordinary cost advantages 
of Internet banking the only thing the tra- 
ditional high street banks have to fear. In 


theory, Internet banking allows services 
presently bolted together under one roof to 
be unbundled, allowing the customer to 
become promiscuous with his business. It 
might he possible, for instance, to chase the 
best deposit and borrowing rules automat- 
ically. Banks would lose their proprietary 
grip on their customer base. Instead the 
financial profile of customers would become 
the property of middle-men and software 
providers, with Lhe result that banks would 
have to compete genuinely for business and 
custom. Retail bonking wxiuld become much 
more like wholesale banking. 

What Royal Bank of Scotland is doing, 
then, is opening Pandora's Box. Provided 
Internet hanking can he adequately regu- 
lated and controlled, provided it can be 
made os secure as its exponents claim, it 
promises to usher in a much more compet- 
itive age in retail banking. That probably also 
means a rather less profitable one. From a 
customer perspective this is obviously a good 
thing. Gwen that the process is pretty much 
inevitable, there may also be some merit 
even for Royal Bank's shareholders in being 
first away from the starting blocks. Barclays, 
for one, is in rapid pursuit. 

Betrayal a bad 
business for Heseltine 

rc is nothing worse than betrayal. Dis- 
lovaltv is a bad business, no doubt about 


^phe 
X io\ 


| that, but it rarely does long-term damage lo 
those it is directed at. And promiscuity, well 
that's just the way some people arc. Betrayal 
though, that’s something else. It's dark, sor- 
did, sneaky and dishonest. And that is how 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister. and most of bis party feel about some 
of Britain's leading industrialists. 

Ever since he was elected leader, Tony 
Blair has been anempting lo brook the tra- 
ditional unthinking link between business 
and the Tory Party. As yesterday's events 
demonstrated, he’s achieved some success. 
None of the industrialists at yesterday’s 
IPPR conference could ever have been 
described as among the Tory Parry's most 
loyal and natural supporters, but the fact that 
they could share Lhe same platform as Tony 
Blair and put their names to a new business 
agenda that carries the Labour Party lead- 
ership's official blessing, murks a significant 
change of approach. 

In truth there is probably quite a lot in the 
IPPR-sponsored document that Mr Hesel- 
tine himself would agree with. There is 
plenty else, however, which ought to be alien, 
not just to the Tory Party, but to these busi- 
nessmen too. For anyone who believes in 
free markets, there could be nothing more 
ridiculous than the commission's proposal 
that all investment funds should be forced 
to contribute to a Council for Institution ai 
Investors, that would monitor and presum- 
ably punish underperforming companies. 
The council it should be said, is onlv the 


mosL extreme tip of a scries of rigid and 
wholly inappropriate corporate governance 
proposals. 

But it is noL this that Mr Heseltine is so 
fired up about The real cause of his anger 
is that these people could so nonchalantly 
turn their backs on the most overtly pro-busi- 
ness administration to have ruled Bntain this 
century; the administration that freed them 
from daily trench warfare with the trade 
unions, that deregulated everything in sight, 
that privatised everything that wasn't bolted 
down, and most things dial were. 

He’s right to see it as betrayal for that is 
exactly what it is. Bob Ayling oF British Air- 
ways. good friend of Jack Straw though he 
is, doesn’t actual Iy believe in Labour any 
more than he believes in the Tories. He’s 
backing the party he thinks most likely to win 
the next election, and in so doing he is hop- 
ing to influence Mr Blair and bead him 
towards his own ends. 

Betrayal? Well, yes, but even Mr Hesel- 
tine knows that it is also good business. If a 
lot of silly corporate governance rules is part 
of the price that has to be paid for steering 
Labour away from some rather more dam- 
aging policy initiatives, so be it 

There is plenty of realpolitik in the way 
the business community is cosying up to Mr 
Blair. They may not like Labour but ihey are 
resigned to it farming the next government 
and need to make some accommodation. 

Mr Hesel line's may be a lost cause but at 
least he is prepared io go down fighting. 


Neau geau! Government blocks 
French bid for Mid Kent water 


Ownership of water around London 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

Directors of Mid Kent Hold- 
ings, one of tbe 19 smaller 
drinking water companies, were 
celebrating yesterday after tbe 
Government blocked a hostile 
takeover approach launched 
jointly by two French compa- 
nies. General Utilities and Saur, 
the French companies, respec- 
tively own the neighbouring 
Folkestone and Dover Water 
Services and South East Water. 

The move by Ian Lang, Pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade, to 
ban the takeover came after an 
investigation by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
found such a deal would be 
against the public interest. The 
announcement sent Mid Kent 
shares plunging by 10 per cent 
from 635p to 57Z5p. 

Clearly relieved at the deci- 



Drained: Mid Kent chief 
executive Geoff Baldwin 

sion, Geoff Baldwin, Mid Kent 
chief executive, said: Tm feel- 
ing drained after a year of ten- 
sion. I'm looking forward to 
getting back to my in-tray, run- 
ning a business again and see- 
ing more of my wife.” 


The MMC’s conclusions end 
months of uncertainty for Mid 
Kent, which has spent an esti- 
mated £2m defending itself. Its 
controversial campaign played 
on the fears of French control 
coming up with Lhe memorable 
if unsub tie slogans “Eau Neau 
You Deaun’tl" and “How Leau 
can vous get?" 

Tbe dispute began when Saw 
and General Utilities, which to- 
gether own 38 per cent of Mid 
Kent shares, asked to buy Mid 
Kent as part of a plan to max- 
imise scarce water resources in 
the South-east. 

As the row deepened, direc- 
tors of Mid Kent accused tfaeir 
French -controlled counterparts 
of acting in concert at the com- 
pany's AGM, held last May. The 
French had voted down a bonus 
scheme devised by Mid Kent for 
senior executives. The allega- 
tions persuaded the DTI to ex- 


tend the MMC probe from 
September to December. 

In his statement yesterday, 
Mr Lang backed the advice of 
the water regulator, Ian Byatt, 
that the takeover would not 
solve Kent’s severe water prob- 
lems. Saur and General Utili- 
ties, which is part of the vast 
Compagnie Generate des Eaux 
group, had wanted to construct 
a mini water grid across the re- 
gion. They had complained that 
Mid Kent bad the area's only 
reservoir, which it jointly owns 
with Southern Water. 

However Mr Byatt said there 
could be no solution to the dif- 
ficulties in a county which has 
as little rainfall as parts of 
Africa unless Southern Water, 
the region’s water and sewerage 
company, was included. He 
said yesterday: “Now that the 
merger has been blocked it is 
important that Ofwat, working 


closely with the Environment 
Agency, can sort this issue out.” 

The findings also backed Mr 
Byatt’s opinion that water com- 
pany takeovers could preju- 
dice his ability to make 
efficiency comparisons, a view 
which set Oiwal against the two 
takeover bids last year for South 
West Water. Mr Byatt said he 
was pleased the Government 
had endorsed this belief: “No 
remedy would outweigh the 
loss to the regulator of a com- 
parator and the reduction in the 
potential for competition in 
the area." 

However Mr Lang slopped 
short of asking Saur and Gen- 
eral Utilities to reduce their 
stakes in Mid Kent. 

Last night a spokeswoman for 
the two bidders said: “In the 
great scheme of things this was 
a small deal for the French. It 
is by no means a calamity.*’ 
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Millwall FC’s parent collapses 


Nigel Cope 


The wave of euphoria over 
publicly quoted football re- 
ceived a harsh dose of reality 
yesterday when Millwall Hold- 
ings, the parent company of the 
second division team, moved to 
protect itself from creditors by 
calling in administrators. 

The decision came late in a 
fraught day for the south Lon- 
don club during which dealings 
in Millwall shares were sus- 
pended on the slock market 
pending further details about 
the club's financial position. 
MiilwaN's shares were sus- 
pended at 4p, valuing the club 


at £14m. It is now likely that the 
club’s broker, Tbwnsley & Co, 
will launch a rescue rights issue 
to raise around £6m to refinance 
the club. Full details will be re- 
vealed later today. 

City sources were uncertain 
how the Mfllwall collapse might 
affect Newcastle United’s 
£200m flotation planned for 
later this year. One broker said: 
“I don’t think it’s fair to tar 
everyone with the same brush. 
But it does show that it is not 
all roses for everyone." 

MillwalTs problems centre 
on the club's high costs which 
include a large playing squad. 
Peter Mead, chairman, said the 


club bad been living beyond its 
means. “For years now we have 
been gearing up for Premier 
League football. On a number 
of occasions we have come 
close, but failed. Sadly, we were 
relegated last year but we are 
still being run as a Premier 
League club with all the costs 
that involves. 

“We have decided to refi- 
nance once and for all to allow 
us to carry on and avoid selling 
our best players which was be- 
coming debilitating." 

In November, Millwall re- 
ported full-year operating loss- 
es of £3. 4m while turnover was 
also down. Milhvall’s problems 


show that in spile of the stam- 
pede towards the slock market 
by football clubs, a flotation is 
not the panacea to all financial 
problems. 

One source close to Millwall 
said yesterday. “If you’re in the 
Premier League then you get a 
lot of money from TV and oth- 
er sources. But if you get rele- 
gated the money is not so good." 

Millwaii went public in 1989, 
one of the first football chibs to 
seek a listing. In recent years 
there has been a fhmy of new 
listings including Chelsea, Sun- 
derland and Leeds United, 
which is part of the Caspian 
Group. 


Nissan in profit 
as new UK car 
is confirmed 


Chris Godsntarfc 






Nissan, the Japanese car giant, 
yesterday reversed predictions 
of losses from its UK operations 
as the company confirmed plans 

to build a third model range at 
its Sunderland factory by the 
turn of the millennium. 

The investment is likely to 
create 800 new jobs at Sunder- 
land, along with an estimated 
2,700 further jobs in UK com- 
ponents suppliers and 1 .300 ad- 
ditional jobs on the Continent. 

Nissan said its British sub- 
sidiary was now likely to declare 
a small profit for last year, con- 
founding management’s previ- 
ous forecast of losses due to the 
cost of re-tooling production 
lines for the replacement for the 
Primera. ’ 

A Nissan spokesman said: 
“That prediction now looks un- 
duly pessimistic. Production 
was better than expected last 
year so we cmi take a more pos- 
itive outlook.” The official fig- 
ures will be revealed in May. 

The news reinforces the 
starkly opposing fortunes of 
UK car producers, as Ford pro- 
ceeds with plans to slash 1300 
jobs at Halewood on Mersey- 
side. Ford’s share of the British 
market slumped below 20 per 
cent last year for the first time 
and its European manufactur- 


ing operations, hit by buge 
overcapacity, slid further into 
the red. 

The decision by Nissan's 
Japanese management to build 
tbe new car in Sunderland came 
after years spent deliberating 
about the costs of rival plants 
across its worldwide empire. 
Onty last summer Ian Gibson, 
chief executive of Nissan GB, 
had said he personally did not 
believe the car, a replacement 
for the Escort sized Almera, 
would be made in the UK. 

The change of heart came be- 
cause of recent dramatic effi- 
ciency strides at Sunderland, 
which have raised productivity 
tty 10 per cent each year since 
1993. Sunderland takes 10 hours 
to make a Primera and just 83 
hours to build a Micra, putting 
the plant at the very top of the 
productivity league in die UK. 

“We must recognise that it is 
through the efficiency and pro- 
ductivity of the workers there 
that we have been able_ to 
demonstrate levels of efficien- 
cy that are amongst the best in 
the world,” said Mr Gibson. 

Another consideration was 
the gradual revival in the Eu- 
ropean car market Last year the 
Sunderland site made 231,000 
Mi eras and Prim eras, higher 
than the original forecast of 
about 215,000. 


In Brief 


• Nynex CaWeComms, one of the UK’s largest cable telephone 
and television companies, reported a fall in annual losses to £63. lm 
last year from £72. lm in 1995. The reduction came after total 
.revenue surged by 78 per cent to £15 lm. Residential pbone lines 
grew by 50 per cent, to 350,000, while cable television customers 
increased by 36 per cent to 268319. Nynex said it had invested 
£2.2bn in its UKnetwork so far, with £lba still to be spent. 

John Killian, chief executive, refused to be drawn on specula- 
tion about delays to the forthcoming £5bn merger with Cable & 
Wireless’s Mercury subsidiary, Bell Cablemedia, and Lhe UK op- 
erations of Video tron. He said the deal was still on course to be 
completed in the spring. He confirmed be was not a candidate 
for the post of chief executive of the new company, C&W Com- 
munications, and said he would return to work for the parent com- 
pany, the US Nynex Corporation, after the merger. 

• Seven senior corporate financiers, including two directors, lost 
their jobs at NaiWest Markets’ corporate finance department, a 
result of the acquisition last year of the corporate finance bou- 
tique Ijambro Magan. The job losses followed a year-end per- 
formance review of the 140 combined corporate finance staff, a 
Nat West spokeswoman said. “There are no more departures in 
the pipeline," she said. She refused to give the names of those 
sacked or say bow much compensation was involved. 

a Business sentiment declined in Germany last month, accord- 
ing to the authoritative Ifo survey. It was the second month Tun- 
ning that the index had fallen, reflecting an unexpected loss of 
momentum in the recovery that started last summer. The fall, 
from 973 in October to 96.9 in November and 95.8 last month, 
in one of the most reliable indicators of the economy fuelled hopes 
tha t the Bundesbank would reduce interest rates, although the 
majority opinion among economists is that rates will stay on hold. 

• Share prices in sports goods retailers were unsettled yester- 
day after the Office of Fair Hading launched a campaign to ex- 
pose price-fixing by suppliers of sports clothes and equipment 
Blacks Leisure’s shares dropped 73p to 382J5p, while JJB Sports 
eased 4p to 2S4p, and JD Sports, which is due to report results 
today, closed l(op lower at 325p. The OFT said it had received 
a stream of complaints from sports goods retailers who had been 
prevented from discounting by manufacturers and distributors 
m.gkring that goods must not be sold below a minimum price. 

• Rugby Group has acquired the loss-making joinery manufac- 
turer Boulton and Paul (Holdings) from a consortium led by 
Schroder Ventures for £lj-5m with deferred consideration of up 
to £343m dependent on future profits of the combined joineiy 
businesses of B&P and Rugby’s own operation, John Carr. 


MJN 

The Best Choice 
For The Latest 
Technology 
Service & Value 



MJN high performance systems based on IBM P166+ 
processors and new systems based on Intel Pentium* 
processors with 

MMX™ Technology 

MJN high performance systems featue the latest Intel 
166MHz Pentium* processors with MMX” technology and 
high speed IBM P166+ processors to provide you with the 
iWmase performance. These systems include 32Mb EDO 
RAM, fast 33-6 modems, large 15" or 17" screens, fast 
2.1Gb hard disks and full-featue 8 speed multimedia. Our 
highest performance P166+ IX model also includes 
Soundbl aster 32 wavetatole sound, ATI SDRAM graphics, 
512k buret cache and premium speakers. 
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MJN Offers End 31st January 
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MJN Rfluitlaiecfia MT 

* Intel I 66 MH 2 Pentium processor with MMX“ Technology 
(P166MX model! or Sc86P166+ processor manufactured by 
IBM (P166+ and P166+ 7X models) 

° 32Mb EDO RAM. (Remember a 32Mb P166+ system yields far 
better performance tftai a 16Afe P 200 system) 

* 2 . 1 Gb enhanced BE hard dBi 

* 33.6 V34+ BAHT internal modem 
■* 8 speed CO-ROM drive 

« as- or 17* SVGA OJBdp screens 

° 256K pvefine bust cache 

e 64-ba negated gaphics (uses up® 2Mb system RAM) 

° 16-brt stereo sound 
« PC JpysticK 

* TVwi stereo speaker system 
° 7 bay midi tower case 

o Standard ports including P&2 mouse. 2 feet serial, parallel and 
joystick 

» 35" floppy drive, PSV2 mouse end KE teytxard 

P166+ IX mode! also oomains 512k pipefine buret cache, 
Soutvfijtester 32 wreSahte soernd card, AH 2W) SDRAM 
graphics, premium 15w speakers and microphone 


Software 


■ Microsoft Windows 95 

• Lotus SmsftSute 96, Pressworks. Destgwnrts, 

Homewse pre-toaded 

■ Quicken v5 multimedia CD finance pack 

* Massive software bundle including 10 laarftng CD Tides: InJbpecte 
UKen Qc feipeadia. Bod)Vfe)rtev5, Comptons 1907 World Adas, 
MuMpeda Bookshelf. KayCAD Pro, Project Manager Pro, Read, 
Write & Type, Labels UnJirrated, Corrptons 1997 Encydopeda and 
Gnmos & Gadgets. 

• P166MX system also ndudes nuinmeria titles desjgied for 
MMX 1 " Technology: lhe Ifltimate Human Body 3, Space Station 
Simulation, 3rd Dimension and Timetables of Tfichnotogr. 

PiMar Option 

* Epsro Stylus Cotoir 200 rflqetpnrtter£198JB8lcafi9+VAI) 

Award Wtaotag ttadrioM 



MJN 01 282 777 555 

I W I I Telephone sales lines are open Monday - Friday 9.00am • 7.00pm. Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm 

MJN Technology Limited, Granville House. BtecMhjm Rd, Simonstone, Burnley, Lancs. BB12 7GT. Ter. 01282 m &ss. f anoia o 77 os <4. 
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Data Bank 


FTSEIOO 

4195.5 + 1.5 
FTSE 250 
4570.1-10.1 . 
FTSE 350 

2081.6 - 0.4 
SEAQ VOLUME 
873.9m shares, 
49,018 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.75 -0.28 


BZW bears leave Storehouse firmly on the shelf 


Share spotlight 


snare price, pence 



J FMAMJJASONOJ 


The Storehoose retailing 
group, taking in such chains as 
BhS and Mothercare, seems 
unable to avoid the bearish em- 
brace of Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd. The investment house's 
highly rated retail analysts, 
Charles Nichols and Tony 
Shiret, are again advisingtfaeir 
followers to dump the shares. 

Their sell advice follows 
what appeared to be a rea- 
sonable festive trading state- 
ment. The analysts doubt 
whether in the first 40 weeks 
of the current year “ there is 
more than a marginal gain in 
group like-for-Jjke sales, a 
poor outcome by industry stan- 
dards”. 

They have, consequently, 
reduced their estimate for this 
year's profits b y£5m to £1200. 
Last year Storehouse produced 
£10S.7m_ For next year BZW 
is looking for £l36m. 

The group's shares, riding at 
36i,, in May, have since been 
in ragged retreat. They 


touched a 248p low last month, 
reflecting earlier negative com- 
ment from BZW, but appeared 
to have gained some strength 
from a Christmas trading state- 
ment and were holding at 275p 
before the latest BZW hit cut 
the price to 27% 

The rest of the stock market, 
after spending most of the 
session fretting about what 
Alan Greenspan planned to 
say, produced a huge sigh of re- 
lief when the US hanking chief 
adopted a fairly neutral stance. 

Last month he said share 
markets were overhearing. His 
cautionary words had little 
impact and he had been ex- 
pected to return to the cool-it- 
down theme. 

At one time Footsie was 
down 26.4 points. Byibe close 
it had rallied to show a mod- 
est gain, up 1.5 points at 
4,195.5. Higher interest rate 
worries, however, are never far 
below the surface and Bank of 
England Governor Eddie 
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George's latest call for an in- 
crease to ensure inflation tar- 
gets are met was an inhibiting 
influence. 

The market' had enjoyed 
much of its recent success on 
the back of high-flying banks 
and financials. There are. some 
fear, early signs their heady 
run is coming to an end which 
could indicate the bull market 
is running out of steam. 

In the main the bankers 
more than held their own 
which gave a little extra mo- 
mentum to the Greenspan-in- 
spired rally. 

Football clubs, for so long 
hitting new highs, were among 
the more somnolent shares, re- 
flecting the problems of second 


division MUhrall, suspended at 
4p and in administration. Man- 
chester Utd, Southampton, 
Sunderland and Tottenham 

Hotspur shivered a few coppers 

lower. 

Sports retailers, another 
boom area, also suffered a re- 
lapse after the Office of Fair 
Trading said it was campaign- 
ing against alleged resale price 
maintenance in the supply of 
sports goods. Blacks Leisure 
dipped 7% to 382% and J 
David Sports 16_5p to 325p. 

Vodafone was the best-per- 
forming blue chip. The shares 
rose 7% to 261p after the mo- 
bile telephone group produced 
figures showing a sharp cus- 
tomer increase. It said its over- 


seas subscribers had topped 1 
million, giving it more than 3.8 
million - with 25 per cent 
added since the start of last 
year. Orange also dialled the 
right number, gaining 4p to 
197% following a HSBC 
James Capel buy signal 

BTR put on 6p to 256p on 
bottom fishing and RoUs- 
Royce continued to draw in- 
spiration from hopes of a 
German deal over its Parsons 
turbine operation, rising 2% 
to 242p. 

Racal Electronics, up 6p to 
25 lp. enjoyed a Credit Lyon- 
nais Laing push but Shell 
shrugged off a UBS down- 
grading, climbing 5p to 
1,036% 

Dorling Kindersley’s fall 
from grace continued with the 
market fearing more bad news. 
The price of the CD Rom 
group fell 29% to 375%, its 
lowest for nearly two years. 

It has already warned that 
weak US markets and sterlings 


strength were taking, their toU- 
Tbere are fears last month s 
sales were unspectacular. _ 

Thorns sad decline contin- 
ued with a 9.5p fall to 199^>p 
and Somerffeld, the super- 
market chain, fell 5% to 
168%, although figures were 
in line with estimates. . 

Life Sciences, following the 
£236m US ' takeover bid, • 
gained 41% to 134p but ; wa- 
ter croup Mid Kent Holdings, 
after the Whitehall block on 

the controversial French strike, 
sank 62% tO 572%. 

The 600 Group, a machine 

tool maker, produced the day’s 
profit warning, falling 35p to 
144% as a result. 

Jarvis, the construction 
group which has moved into 
railway maintenance rose 6p to 
a 160p, a peak. Talk of bids and 
deals are never tar frotn_ the 
company*, up from 17.75p a 
year ago. Monday's big trade 
in Ronson (22%) turned out 
to be a bed and breakfast deal 


Taking Stock 


ri Littlewoods, the pools and 
retailing grbopfor so long 
thought to be lining np a deal 
with Lanka T^ust, basset its 

ssssssr 

cent stake andintends to 

devetop.a new jnaij 1 order 
catalogue with the fashion 

^littlewoods, which has 

agreed a £395® deal for the 

Freemans business, is paying 

£2.7m or 30p-a share. 

Jacques Vert shares, down, to 
28% in November jumped 
21p to 53% 

□ Radio' First held at 8p on 
Ores. Itis paying £225,000 
down arid £500,000 later for 
three radio stations at 

Peterborough, Northampton 
and Cheltenham. The seller 
is GWR. Other deals are on 
Radio Hirst’s wavelength. The 
company owns the growing 
Mellow Radio, expected to 
break even this year. 
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Somerfield still has problems 

The Investment Column 


fl is hardly surprising ihat Somerfield 
bud low for almost six months after what 
proved to be one of the most fraught 
new issues of recent times. David Si- 
mons arid his fellow directors probably 
limped back to their Bristol head- 
quarters severely bruised after their ex- 
perience. if several million richer. 

The cut price float was such a debacle 
that it made it all the more crucial that 
the company did not disappoint with yes- 
terday's maiden set of results as a pub- 
lic company. Mr Simons even started his 
presentation with a slide showing the slo- 
gan “delivering the goods". 

This was only partly the case. 
Though half-year profits of £54.6m 
were in line with expectations and the 
margin increase to 3.4 per Cent was also 
good news, the longer term prospects 
still look poor. 

The most worrying sign is the group’s 
like-for-like sales performance, where 
sales in the six months to November 
were just 1.7 per cent ahead of the same 
period last year. With food price in- 
flation running at just over 2 per cent, 
that represents a fall in real terms. 

The problem is that though man- 
agement tries to focus attention on the 
core Somerfield format, where sales 
were 43 per cent ahead, ii is still hc- 
ing dragged back by the under- 
performing tail of old Gateway stores 
and the Food Giant discount format. 
Sales arc fulling off a cliff in both 

Dig beneath the surface and other 
problems emerge. Though the con- 
version of Gateway shops to the 
Somerfield format yields double digit 
sales gains in the short term, they soon 
evaporate. David Simons admitted 
yesterday that in some of the original 
Somerfield conversions sales have 
started to go into reverse. For a com- 
pany that is hoping to drive profits 
through higher sales that looks ex- 
tremely worrying. 

To be fair to Somerfield. it is doing 
some of Lhe right things. It Ls moving 
towards higher margin fresh foods and 
its Europartners buying consortium is 
helping keep costs lower. 

Mr Simons is talking about home 
shopping trials and financial services 
but the fact is that rivals such as Tesco 
and Sainsbury are further ahead, have 
stronger brands and more funds. 
Somerfield is always going to be run- 
ning to catch up. 

Shareholders who were bold enough 
to apply for Somerfield shares last sum- 
mer eventually got a very good deal at 
145p. Though the shares dipped 53p 
to 16S.5p yesterday, investors are still 
looking at a near 10 per cent gain. But 
that was the easy part. Further advances 
will be harder to achieve. 

Brokers were shading down their full 
year profit forecasts yesterday to f 100m 
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this year and £105m next. This puts 
them on a forward rating of just 7. 
Braver souls may want to follow fund 
managers like PDFM and hold on for 
the long, long term. But it will he a 
stressfufexpcrience. Others should sell. 

Shandwick 
slow to grow 

Public relations companies do not 
have a particularly impressive record 
on the stock market and there is a plau- 
sible line of argument that they should 
not be publicly quoted at all. There is 
a good reason for that - when a busi- 
ness’s assets go up and down in the lift 
every day. the quality of earnings they 
generate is necessarily extremely 
volatile. Add in the fact that the com- 
panies tend to be small, dependent on 
one country's economy and vulnerable 
to cuts in discretionary spending and 
it is a wonder that so many have tried 
their luck on the stock market. 

The volatility of the sector has been 
no better exemplified than by Shand- 
wick. as dependent as any of its peers 
on keeping hold of temperamental, ex- 


pensive staff. In most other regards, it 
looks dangerously like a proper com- 
pany, albeit a pretty dull one. 

Profits for the 12 months to Octo- 
ber, announced yesterday, showed 
record revenues of £12Z3ra which re- 
sulted in a 20 pec cent jump in pre-tax 
profits to £9.2m. Earnings per share 
were a slightly bcttcr-than-cxpected 
4.9p. allowing the dividend to be lifted 
10 per cent to 1.43p for the year. 

The main difference between 
Shandwick and many of its rivals is that 
it genuinely has a global business, which 
means it can offer a world-wide com- 
munications service to clients. For 
clients such as Digital and MasterCard, 
that central control of their interna- 
tional image is very attractive. 

Elsewhere, Shandwick’s interactive 
arm, which designs, maintains and 
markets Web-based communications 
on the Internet, looks well placed to 
benefit from the rush by companies to 
create a presence on the information 
superhighway. 

The trouble with Shandwick is that 
all this carefully packaged good news 
Ls stow to show through. Earnings per 
share have bounced between 4p and 6p 
ever since the company recovered 
from 1991’s disastrous losses and the 


Somerfield : At a glance 


Market value: £597m, share price 168.5p 
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shares, ooce they had rocketed from the 
4p at which the market had severe 
doubts about the company’s future, 
have done little in the past three years. 

At 55p, up 3p yesterday, the shares 

trade on an undemanding price/e am - 

mgs ratio of 11. If growth continues at 
the current level the shares look rea- 
sonably attractive, but given the in- 
herent instability of the business, they 
are not worth chasing much higher. * 

More shocks 
from 600 Group 

The 600 Group is a salutary lesson in 
the need to read between the lines of 
even apparently positive comments 
from companies. As recently as 
November the machine tool maker pui 
out a statement saying: “The UK 
market has been fairly quiet since the 
summer but inquiry rates are increas- 
ing and we antiapaie continued growth 
during the second half of this financial 
year and into next-" Yesterday a prof- 
it warning sent the shares into free fall. 

Having peaked at 300p early last 
summer the shares have been in retreat 
ever since, proving that the market is 
often a better ^uide to a company’s for- 
tunes than its own assessment of 
events. Yesterday's 55p fafl to 1443p 
represented a 28 per cent slump. It has 
been some roller-coaster ride - at the 
beginning of 1994 the shares could have 
been picked up for 30p. 

As ever on the day of a profits warn- 
ing it Ls hard to know if the market has 
over-reacted but given the disparity be- 
tween the company's growing confi- 
dence in November and yesterday’s 
admission that summer weakness 
“continued during the last quarter of 
1996", the market was probably right 
to be cautious. Analysts took the 
warning badly yesterday, slashing their 
forecasts from an average of just over 
£14m to about film for the year to 
March with £L23m pencilled in for the 
following 12 months. 

What is puzzling about yesterday's 
share price foil is that it seems out of 
all proportion to the scale of the com- 
pany’s problems. Destocking is hold- 
ing back sales of the company’s lathes 
but profits, while lower than expecta- 
tions. are still expected to match last 
year’s result Demand at home is set 
to improve. 600 said yesterday, and the 
group's market share should continue 
to rise in the US and rest of the world. 

On the basis of forecast profits, the 
shares trade on a prospective price- 
earnings ratio of 10 In the year to 
March. That is about right until the 
picture dears. 


Amsterdam, home of 
windmi lls and gerberas 


Here’s a marketing wheeze 
which will appeal to horticul- 
turalisis everywhere. Invest 
On-line, the phone-based in- 
vestment operation launched 
last year by Royal Sun Al- 
liance, has' named all its five 
products after flowers. 

Thus we have Lotus, Car- 
nation. Azalea. Rose and 
Daisy. Now the company is 
launching the Gerbera PER 
Gerberas, for the uninitiated, 
look like large orange daisies. 

K was a toss-up between 
gerberas and tulips, says an 
On-line spokesman, but the 
tulip chosen for the photo 
shoot looked like a boiled egg 
on a stick. 

Judith Marsh, head of the 
company, had to fly to Ams- 
terdam for the shoot because 
they couldn't find enough 
gerberas in one place over 
here. I’m told, what japes. 

Stuart Wallis, chief executive 
of Fisons until its acquisition 
by Rhone-Poulenc Rorer 18 
months ago, has been ap- 
pointed chairman of Euram&x 
International, the aluminium 
and steel cofl maker. Mr Wal- 
lis was poached from Bowater 
to run Fisons around and 
when he succeeded he made 
his name. He also has a finger 
in several other pies as chair- 
man of Scholl, Yorkshire 
Chemicals. Sheffield Forge- 
masters and LLP. 

Good to hear that Terry Ven- 
ables, whose abilities as man- 
ager of the England football 
team are sadly unmatched by 
his business acumen, has done 
a deal. Hay & Robertson, 
which has made a fortune 
making replica footie kits for 
the soccer-loving masses, has 
signed up the coach to the 
Australian side for a six-and- 
a-balf-year contract to devel- 
op a "premium range of 
products" in conjunction with 
the Admiral brand. 

The El lei brand will hit 
the stores this autumn. Who 
knows, you could soon be 
wearing Hay & Robertson's 
El Tel pyjamas and boxer 
shorts. A c hillin g thought 

The City is Eurosceptic - it’s 
official In the annual City 


People & Business 



Jetsetten Judith Marsh flew to Amsterdam for the photo 


Debate at Mansion House on 
Monday, hosted by the Fu- 
tures and Options Associa- 
tion. around 250 members of 
the City voted heavily against 
EMU. In fact there were 
three motions, the first being: 
“This House believes there is 
a powerful economic and 
business case underpinning 
the political momentum to- 
wards economic and mone- 
tary union." 

Despite powerful Eu- 
rophilc speeches from Peter 
Sutherland, chairman of 
Goldman Sachs and a former 
European Commissioner, and 
Jan Timmer. president of 
Philips Electronics. 58 per 
cent of those present voted 
against the motion. Only 38 
per cent agreed while 4 per 
cent didn't know. 

But the Eurosceptic speak- 
ers, Tim Melville Ross, direc- 
tor general of the Institute of 
Directors, and Anatole Kalet- 
sky. economic editor of The 
Times, didn’t have it all their 
own way. 

The second motion was: 
“Do you think the UK will 
ever join a single currency?” 
This time 65 per cent voted 
yes and 32 per cent no. 

Most worrying for fans of 
Europe, however, was the last 
motion: “If we don’t join a 
single currency and we are 
penalised by the EU for not 
doing so, would you be in 
favour of leaving the EU?" 


Fully 48 per cent said yes. 
41 per cent said no with 11 
per cent don't knows. 

Perhaps wc could link up 
with the Cayman Islands. 

The spirit of the intrepid 
British explorer is not dead. 
Former Warburg spokesman 
Richard Holloway, now with 
(be Maitland Consultancy, 
had rather a more dramatic 
visit to Milan last weekend 
than he bargained for. 

He was flown in on Sunday 
to help give a gloss to Olivet- 
ti’s announcement that it was 
selling its computer opera- 
tions. 

However on his arrival Mr 
Holloway was told that the 
airport was surrounded by 
striking farmers. Undeterred, 
our hero walked one-and-a- 
half miles down a deserted 
motorway through blockades 
in the ram. “There was quite 
a party atmosphere," he says. 

Thank you to David Wallace 
of Portfolio & Pension Man- 
agement. East Kilbride, who 
writes to me with a list of 
fond managers for Hender- 
son Investors: these include 
James Bond and a Mr A 
Crooke. “Are these appropri- 
ate names for fond man- 
agers?" asks Mr Wallace. I 
leave you, dear reader, to 
judge. 

John Willcock 


Life Sciences 
succumbs to 
£236m offer 


Magnus Grhnond 

Life Sciences International yes- 
terday succumbed to a £236m 
agreed offer' from Thermo 
Instrument Systems of the US. 
which claims to be the world’s 
biggest analytical instruments 
group. 

News of the 135p-a-share 
cash offer sent shares in the 
London-based scientific in- 
struments group chaired by Sir 
Christopher Bland soaring 
413p to I34p. The terms of the 
offer will allow shareholders to 
keep a 3p-a-share second in- 
terim dividend the group said 
it planned to declare for last 
year. 

The takeover is the second 
UK purchase in less than a year 
for Thermo, which bought 
Fisons’ scientific instruments 
business in a £154m deal last 
March. It also comes less than 
12 months into a revival plan in- 
stituted at Life Sciences by Ric- 
cardo Pigliucci, the American 
chief executive who joined from 
US scientific instruments group 
Perkin -Elmer last March with 
a brief to turn the group round. 

If the takeover goes through, 
it vtU end four years during 
which Life Sciences’ shares 
have slumped from a peak of 
179p in February 1993. After 
growing strongly in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, the 
group ran into problems two 
years ago ranging from a dis- 
appointing acquisition to hold- 
ups with the US medical budget 
and disruption caused by con- 
solidation amongst the big 
drugs groups which represent its 
m ain customers. 

In September, Mr Pigliucri 
ann ounced a plan to split die. 
group into four businesses, 
which Thermo revealed yester- 
day would result in a £7m ex- 


ceptional charge in the 1996 fig- 
ures. Partially offset by a £3.7m 
gain from closing out certain 
foreign exchange contracts, this 
would leave profits at £23.7m 
for 1996, the company esti- 
mated, below the record £28J>m 
declared for 1994, but in line 
with analysis’ forecasts. 

Mr Pigliucci described the 
Thermo offer as a good one. 
“Our major brief was to increase 
shareholder value, however that 
happens. We were on our way 
to achieving a restructuring of 
the company, but when we got 
a cash offer at 50 per cent over 
our share price, you have to 
think." 

He estimated that the com- 
pany would have had to raise 
the share price to around 170p 
to 180p over two years to arrive 
at an equivalent value to the bid. 
even before taking account of 
the risk that the restructuring or 
the markets might turn sour. 

Mr Pigliucci and five other 
executive directors of life Sci- 
ences have agreed terms to 
stay on with the group for six 
months if the Thermo takeover 
goes through. Although he said 
he saw no reason to depart, if 
he decided to leave Mr Pigliucci 
stands to pick up a severance 
package comprising a pay-off in 
the region of $940,000 and op- 
tion profits of around £l30,0(n. 

Thermo Instrument, capi- 
talised at around $3.2bn on 
the American Stock Exchange, 
is the largest part of Thermo 
Electron Corporation, which 
manufactures a wide range of 
medical, paper making, energy 
and industrial equipment. 

The company said Life Sci- 
ences would add laboratory 
supplies, handling equipment 
and clinical instrumentation to 
its existing strength in analyti- 
cal instruments. 
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Cheer at Surrey Free Inns as profits leap 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Surrey Free Inns justified its 
sparkling performance on the 
Alternative Investment Mar- 
ket since the middle of 1995 
with a 72 per cent jump in pre- 
tax profits in the half-year to 
November. The creator of the 
Lirten Tree chain of pubs 
slipped 73p to 422.5 p on prof- 
it-takiug yesterday but the 
shares have still risen more 
than six-fold in 18 months from 
a low of 70p. 

Tbny HID, managing director. 


said: “We have had an excellent 
start to the year, demand at all 
our new sites is, meeting ex- 
pectations and onr develop- 
ment programme is on tract" 

Pre-tax profits of £1.04m 
compared with £600,000 in the 
comparable period in 1995, 
struck from a 19 per cent in- 
crease in sales to £6. 9m. Earn- 
ings per share increased by 45 
per cent to 8.7p and the interim 
dividend rose 25 per cent to 
135p. 

Mr Hill said Surrey Free 
Inns, which started life 10 years 
ago as a property-based BES 


scheme investment, was pilot- 
ing a branded cafe concept to 
be called Bar Med to run along- 
side the Linen Tree pubs. He 
said running out a second brand 
would allow the company to 
double its exposure in fashion- 
able areas such as Chelsea and 
Fulham, where the market 
could not sustain two of its 
large-scale pubs. 

A move up from AIM to the 
main market is planned for 
this year to distance the com- 
pany from a market which has 
underperformed the main mar- 
ket in recent months. 


Mr Hill said tax relief enjoyed 
by some Surrey shareholders 
would not be affected by the 
move. 

The Linen Thee pubs, de- 
scribed as a cross between JD 
Wetherspoon and Yates Wine 
Lodges, have succeeded in gen- 
erating high returns on capital 
employed by segregating its 
aircraft hangar-sized outlets 
into different areas to cater for 
drinking, eating, watching tele- 
vision and business meetings at 
different times of the day. 

Throughout the day the 
atmosphere and lighting are 


changed so that a room used for 
drinking coffee in the morning 
might become a dancing venue 
for- a younger crowd in the 
evening. By constantly shifting 
activities in the pub. Surrey 
aims to maximise the number of 
customers passing through a 
fairly fixed-cost base. 

According to Mr Hill, trad- 
ing continues strong at both out- 
lets and the new sites opened 
over the past year. 

He said Surrey was well on 
the way to achieving its target 
of at least eight new develop- 
ments during 1997. 


Triplex ups the ante 
with £ 72 . 6 m Cook bid 


Magnus Grimond 


Triplex Lloyd yesterday sharply 
upped the ante in its bitter 
battle for rival Midlands cast- 
ings group William Cook by 
raising its bid by more than 25 
per cent to £7 2. 6m and declar- 
ing its offer final. 

The higher offer was imme- 
diately rejected by Cook and 
drew a mixed reaction from the 
stock market, with one big 
shareholder saying it was “not 
obviously a knock-out". 

Triplex shares dropped 1 lp to 
1923p, while William Cook's 
gained 5p to 380p. At that lev- 
el, Cook’s shares still remain 9p 
below the new bid terms of 21 
new sharps plus £37.40 in cash 
for every 20 in Cook. There is 
a cash alternative of 383.4p a 
share. 

Colin Cooke, the Triplex 
chairman, said they had decid- 
ed to raise the offer in line with 


Cook’s original profit forecast 
of £10.7m for the current year 
to March, increased over the 
weekend to film. The group 
has also raised its forecast sav- 
ings from £l-5m to £23m. 

The new bid represented an 
exit price-earnings ratio of 103. 
which is exactly the same as the 
original terms -“reasonable, 
[bull not over the top", Mr 
Cooke claimed. 

They had looked at the fore- 
cast and it “appears sensible”, 
he said. The difference be- 
tween analysts’ expectations of 
around £8m at the time the orig- 
inal offer was made in Novem- 
ber and the currenL forecast 
related to an apparent reversal 
of the fall in order books re- 
vealed at the interim stage and 
the decision to cut refurbish- 
ment costs ra the second hall 

But he hit out at claims by 
Andrew Cook, the William 
Cook chairman, that the new 


bid still “massively undervalues" 
the company. “From buying in 
shares and saying there is no fu- 
ture for the company, now we 
are seeing sunshine in the air 
and daffodils in the garden .. .it 
is time shareholders got some 
fair treatment from Mr Cook." 

The Cook chairman said the 
new offer “may no longer be lu- 
dicrously low; but it remains 
manifestly low." He claimed it 
was worth 103 times forecast 
earnings, a31 percent discount 
to the market, of 8.7 times if 
£2.2m of refurbishment costs 
were added back to the £llm 
forecast 

One of William Cook’s big in- 
stitutional shareholders last 
night lent support to that ar- 
gument, saying: 

“Superficially [the new bid] 
doesn’t look all that impressive. 
There will be a lot of shouting 
to come, but it’s not obviously 
a knock-ouL" 



’Manifestly low’: Andrew Cook wants a better offer 


Britannia closes its doors on carpetbaggers 


John Willcock 
and Me Cicutti 


Britannia Building Society was 
yesterday forced to dose its 
doors to speculators after being 
hit by a tenfold increase of new 
account openings from carpet- 
baggers hoping to get free 
shares if it converts to a bank. 

The sodety said it had de- 
rided to close temporarily its in- 
stant access account, which 
requires a minimu m balance of 
£500, to new customers after 
more than 7,000 people clam- 
oured to become members. 
Other accounts with a higher 


opening deposit are still open. 

A spokesman added that 
Bri tannia had been forced to act 
after queues began to form at 
all of its branches in the wake 
of reports suggesting that its de- 
mutualisation was imminent. 

John Heaps, Britannia chief 
executive, said: “This is not on 
the agenda and there are no fast 
bucks to be made from Britan- 
nia. We have said repeatedly, 
Bri tannia will not convert and 
there is no windfall in prospect" 

The new windfall frenzy to 
grip the Bri tannia came amid 
signs that the Building Societies 
BQl long touted as offering 


protection to mutuals from the 
unwelcome attention of con- 
verting societies, including 
Halifax, Woolwich, Northern 
Rock and the Alliance & Lobs- 
ter, may not make it on to the 
statute book after ail 

Angela Knight, Treasury Min- 
ister, is hoping to find parlia- 
mentary time for the Bill, which 
removes a five-year protection 
from takeover against former 
societies which thonselves move 
against other financial targets. 

A TTeasuiy spokeswoman 
said it was still hoped the Bill 
could make its way through the 
Commons. 


However; it b befieved that un- 
less time is givea to the BiD in the 
next few weeks, the increasing 
likelihood of an early general 
election may lead to it being lost 
Despite the likely failure of the 
Building Societies BiD to succeed, 
evidence mounted of the con- 
tinuing resilience of societies. 
Figures from the Building Soci- 
eties' Association showed its 
members lent £13bn last year, 48 
per emit more than in 1995. 

% contrast, lending by mem- 
bers of the British Bankers’ 
Association was up just 5percent 
on 1995 despite the addition for 
the first time of National & 


Provincial, taken over by Abbey 
National and the first foil year of 
lentfingwithin the banking sector 
by Cheltenham & Gloucester. 

Rob Thomas, analyst at UBS, 
the Swiss banking group, said: 
“The building societies have 
succeeded in pushing their share 
of lending up from 60 to 70 per 
cent in the past year ... those 
loyal to mutuality have been the 
most competitive." 

Mr Thomas pointed to the 
mounting competition between 
h anks and mutuals for the deci- 
sion yesterday by Abbey National 
to raise its savings rates by up to 
0.6 per cent on some accounts. 


Gulf 
turns 
up heat 
in Clyde 
battle 

Tom Stevenson 


The war of words between Gulf 
Canada and its British target 
CTyde Petroleum intensified 
yesterday as Gulf launched a 
searing attack on Clyde’s two re- 
cent defence documents. 

Warning that it had never be- 
fore increased an offer in a bid 
situation. Gulf unsettled the 
market in Clyde shares which 
from the outset of the hostile 
takeover attempt have traded 
above the value of the 105p, 
£432m offer. 

Clyde’s shares closed yester- 
day 2Jp lower at 120.5p after 
Gulf chief executive JP Bryan 
said the defence “represented 
a desperate attempt to obscure 
reality with irrelevant facts and 
spurious valuation methodolo- 
gies”. 

At that level the shares are 
still ahead of the cash offer 
price, but well below the lbOp 
fair value the target's latest de- 
fence circular suggested for its 
shares. 

Roy franklin, chief executive 
of Clyde, responded in kind. 
“This is predictable rhetoric. 
Gulfs imaginative use of num- 
bers and timings is a complete 
irrelevance. Nothing in this 
document undermines our case. 
The success of our strategy is 
self-evident." 

Gulfs latest attack focused 
on the long-term track record 
of Clyde. During the six years 
prior to its offer. Gulf said. 
Clyde’s market value had 
diminished by £149m, its share 
price had fallen by 45 per cent 
in the same period and it had 
failed to pay a dividend in four 
out of the last 10 years. 

Clyde responded that it had 
been a recovery play since 1993 
and questioned the validity of 
drawing attention to its per- 
formance before that lime, 
which coincided with the ap- 
pointment of Roy Franklin as 
chief executive. 

Gulf also ridiculed Clyde’s 
attempt to focus on a multiple 
of cadi flow as the most ap- 
propriate valuation method for 
an oil company rather (han net 
asset value. 

Clyde has until next Ibesday 
to complete its defence and 
Gulf another week to finalise its 
offer. 
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NEW FACES FOR W: While her horses ramp to success a young trainer is tunning up an enviable strike-rate. Greg Wood reports 

Williams on a roll 


with happy horses 


Venetia Williams has an exer- 
cise book in which she details 
the performance of every 
horse she runs, with winners 
entered in red felt-tip and the 
losers in black biro. Not far 
away on her desktop is a shop- 
ping list, and one of the items 
on it says a great deal about her 
first hill season as a trainer 
new red pen. 

Indeed, it is a little surpris- 
ing that the old one has lasted 
so long, since for several 
months, winners have been 
emerging from Williams's yard 
as dependably as cars off a 
production line. To date this sea- 
son she has saddled 19 winners ■ 
from 48 runners, giving a strike- 
rate of 40 per cent which even 
the lies of Martin Pipe (27 per 
cent) and Kim Bailey (22 per 
cent) can only dream about. Ig- 
nore the summer jumping cam- 
paign, meanwhile, ana the total 
since early September is 19 
winners and 22 losers (13 of 
which made the frame). 

After barely a year with a li- 
cence, there is a bead peering 
over the door of every one of 
Williams's 40 boxes. For most 
trainers at a similar stage of 
their careers, the biggest prob- 
lem is finding half a dozen 
horses which run faster than 
they walk, rather than how to 
make room for the latest re- 
cruits. While potential new 
owners may now ring at any mo- 


ment, however, the early days 
were more difficult. 

“You can’t just twiddle the 
sign in the window to “open” be- 
cause nothing will happen,” 
Williams says. “I spent a lot of 
time going all over the country. 
1 chased a lot of red henings, but 
I also came up with quite a few 
people who were new to racing." 
The first weeks and months 
brought a frustrating series of 
near-misses, and Williams was 


forced to rely on a useful piece 

Id 


of advice. “Someone told me 
that you must use statistics for 
your own benefit, and I noticed 
that of the top 100 yards, we had 
the second-best placed per- 
centage." This season, of course, 
the stats speak for themselves. 

Delighted though she is by 
her present success, there is 
nothing false about the modesty 
with which Williams discusses 
her rapid ascent, nor about the 
definite hint of surprise that she 
has come so far. so swiftly. Af- 
ter all, when she secured her 
first job in racin g , as secretary 
to Grant Pritchard-Gordon in 
Newmarket, it was riding, not 
training, which was her princi- 
pal interest. But that was until, 
in the spring of 1987, holding 
the binoculars suddenly seemed 
far more attractive than hold- 
ing the reins. 

“I'd ridden in the Grand Na- 
tional two weeks before and fall- 
en at Becher’s,” she says, “the 


last time that men were men 
and Becher's was Becher’s. 
They modified it after Td put a 
bole in the landing side. I was 
knocked unconscious but Oth- 
erwise I was fine. A fortnight lat- 
er I was in a common-or-garden 
hurdle at Worcester, on a 33-1 
chance, in front coming to the 
last And bang. I broke my 
neck, and I don’t recommend it 
I was temporarily paralysed, 
which was a bit worrying, and 
even though everything was 

okay in the end, that was the end 
of the riding.” 

The fundamentals of training 
were learned as an assistant to 
John Edwards, a near-neigh- 
bour, and Nigel Twiston-Davies, 
until the time seemed right to 
renovate and extend a stable 
block on land which has been 
in her family for centuries. Now 
Williams had the chance to 
add a personal touch to the rou- 
tine, and while she denies that 
there is any secret technique be- 
hind her glut of winners, it is dif- 
ficult to argue with the form 
book. 

“We try to take a common- 
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Well turned out: Williams has made a smart start to her training career while her horses keep their heads down 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 
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sense approach to everything," 
s sensible 


she says, “and it seems sensit 
to go with a horse's nature 
rather than trying to get them 
to fit my idea of h. For instance, 
if a horse is in its box for 23 
hours in a day and then on the 
24th, you go up the gallops and 
back down again, its circulation 


goes from total stagnation to 
suddenly roaring around its 
body, and then cuts off com- 
pletely a g ain for another 23 
hours. Then you wonder why 
you get joints filling up and so 
on. 

“So we try to turn most of 


ours out in the paddocks every 
id they can have 


afternoon, and they 
three or four hours just quiet- 
ly walking around. The first 


thing they all do is get down and 
have a roll, then they get their 
beads down and eat some grass, 
gently keeping the circulation 

g oing. That's natural too, for 
orses to have their heads down 
for a few hours a day, and for 
that reason all my horses have 
their mangers at ground leveL" 
Perhaps it is just the memo- 
ry of how glorious it once was 
to be a muddy child, but as the 


horses are led back to their box- 
es after an afternoon of romp- 
ing and rolling -“probably the 
filthiest horses in training". 
Williams says - they seem to be 
glowing visions of health and 
contentment. 

“I don't know that I'm doing 
much right, maybe I'm just not 
doing much wrong,” she says. “I 
try not to look too far ahead. 
There are heaps of horses which 


have won a bumper in Ireland 
which are all going to be Gold 
Cup winners, until they're 
proved otherwise. It's exactly the 
same with trainers. People 
think, second-season trainer, 
one or two winners, bey chaps, 
we’ve spotted one here. Then 
the horses get stuffed two or 
three times and suddenly IU be 
yesterday’s news.” 

When you have Iain paral- 


ysed on the downside of the last 
flight at Worcester, such cau- 
tion over long-term predic- 
tions is understandable. If 
Williams herself is unsure how- 
long her winning streak will 
last, however, her horses offer 
compelling evidence. The filth- 
iest in training they may be. but 
few who saw them would deny 
that they are probably the hap- 
piest too. 
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UNGFIELD 


UD Quint Eagle 
1AO Lively Encounter 
2.10 Rose Of Glenn 
2.40 Amber Spark 


HYPERION 

3Jj 0 Theme Arena 
&40 OATS N BARLEY (pap) 
4 JlO Bigsound 


an behind Canary Frieon on her harttcap dabflt at Kempton. Trite Is a tag drop m class and 
FOchanJ DawooiJy ndes. Treed itw Boards e anottwr id love tfiown promise ftotn a lim- 
ited number of hwfle nns. but she flopped at Chepstow m Aina Son D's race on her re- 
turn from a years absence tast month - Laura Lye a poor tnrd. Rom Of Glenn, fount) of 
12 to Sam Rockett at Taunton sn days agp. has a chance, utile Another FMdta, fit bom 
the Flat. could 0 i wed on his fkst Hurtles run m two years. Selection: FLASH IN THE PAN 


GOING: Good (Good In Soft in pteregl. 

■ Left-hand, undulating rounv vrah aUfT fences. 

■ Course » tuiah-em of town on BSKfft. Ungfield station (served by London Victoria) 
adjoins course. ADMISSION: One enclosure 59. CAR PARK: Chib 53: remainder free. 


lO Afll FORT NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS EJ £4,075 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3^71 

03SV1-1 SCORESt^U (58) (Pen-men Ftannas) J GftrJ 7 11 10 fWi 

32W02 JUIHT JONES (34) Uchn fteckeffl J GttxdS 11 7 J-A«rifJ) 

5U6-22F HSSSffJOQI (35) (Ms M R T%ta) A Tunel 8 11 7 CRae(7) 


SIS 


CHANNEL 


| LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe - 1 1 winners from 44 runners Rives 
a sueces> ratio of :£.»» and a toes to a 51 level slake of 57.8?; A Tnmell - 9 winners, 29 
nomas, 31 Mt, +53.49: T Thomson Jones - 8 winuera, 37nimm - 1 -tNk -59.W; NTwtatoo- 
Dzries - 7 winners. 2] runners, :KL3fk, +SUM-1 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: D Bridgwater- 12 wtw. 40 rides. 30.0%, +S2&4& RDanwaody 
- 12 wins. 12 rides. 2S.G%. JOJSt; A Maguire - 10 wins, 66 rides. 179%. ,421.96; D Gal- 
lagher - 9 wins, 62 rides, 14.5%. -5! 1.62. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Sapergold |2.10|, Parliamentarian & Sophie Map (2.40). 
Hawanala (3.10). WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAX& None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Rose Of Glenn (2.10) has been sent 177 miles by B 
Palling from Ysoadovren, South Gtamorpn. 


26-32F3 MSER SPARK (43) (BF) (R E BnNwooM D Gandoto 8 il 5 
461/24-5 MOWNG OUT (33) (Ms Shtiey Eknta) Mka H tagit 9 11 4. 


.JR Qtnaoady 
,-GBradhy 


412532-P BAUYMGTRf32)PMdBdUsGWM£M8RKattn30TlE!MBderB114J> 

HFS2-4Q PARUAM30WBAN f62)UGM Watesj TCas^8U2 MAHfr 0 nUB 


2263-19 BASSEMMUY (57) /Honey taring GUtfMiPSfr 7210- 
1 P 2D44 SOPfC MAY (41) (BF) (J DMA) L Menage W 6 10 13 . 
P2232-P BATHWICK B 0 B 8 JE (47) (W OfiariS D WfcPie 10 IQ 12 . 


11 I64/OP4 VCT 0 RY 6 AIEIIJSA] (41) (MsPSOonNnj MsUeMll210? — 

12 OCR 0NE0RJS (690) (FDLaby) MreLRttBjds 8100 

13 0200-3 BAfWffiaU (32) (The Ganfere) M WJasn 7 10 0. 

14 44W-TO BOWWER (51) (Traces® Matter* Race Ctibl MWfenson 810 0-. 

-14<ladarotl- 

fcfinirvan uef^tc 13 k. Tiue hanofcap wet&v: Bomofer 9sr 12& 


A P IfcCoy B 
—6 Hogan (3) 
— — DLesriy 




PORTCULLIS AMATEUR RIDERS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £2^925 added 2m 7f Penalty Value £2£88 
20-10 BATERO (54) U J Wn 0 C Eseran 6 12 5 Mr E Jana (7)0 


11 EMERALD STATEMENT (43) (Han Ms C'feriBlDGnssel 7 12 5. 

1-1 ISNEUA DERBY (74) (B C KMby) P Metals 7 12 5 

CLARKES CORSE ®r Be ftrteb J Grind 6 U 12 - 


.. Jdr R Tbomton (5) 
_MrJ1teanl(7) 


423W DRUM BATTLE (54) (Date OiM W Tinner 5 11 12 — 
SO EAU SO SLOE (38) (tes J Drucffl Jamte ftxeon 61112- 


-MrPOltafhm 


13/34-22 FME SB (46) (BF) (N M Was) T Hudson tones 7 1112- 


..—■Mr E Battnfiftn [7) 

JriJGcktetdn ft) 

_Mr M Armytogs 


BETTWG: 3-1 Amber Spark, SanabMt, 6-1 MrrriigOnt. 8-1 Raarifedi, Braantaly. IB-1 Jridt 
Junta, 12-1 StfUt May, 14-1 BaOjinar. 1S1 BtUmkk Bobtio, 20-1 BwoncriR 2&-1 often 
FORM GUIDE 

The farm of trie Fofhestone (2mi race In which Seowsheet beat RsasMoob (second) and 
SopWe May ifourtfi) hasn't woited out well, but Scoreshew won coir tb rtabTy and that must 
go down as a decent debut effort over fences, asoeoaily as he was having he first run m 
over a year and stays a good deal further. Sooreshea can probably improve enougi to beat 
most of dtese despite top weifjit. but AMBER SPARK gets 5ib and looks sure to make a 
race of It after being placed three ones over fences for today's nder. Richard Dutawoody. 
David Gandotfo has had a winner sfnoa the fteeae - Ganytaugh at Kempton last Satuday. 
Lite Scoresheet Moving Out was veiy lightly raced last term and he ran by no means bad- 
ly over an fnadetjuate two miles a Utnxeter on he reappearance. B 




P03 Wfi) CLERIC (S 6 ) (The Hamper Partner^a PHoObsG 11 12 Mr S Katatre (7) 

IHMO WARRIOR (Rsymond Sn^rt K Btrte 5 1112 — MrLEBMo^iB 


against it flrar Bme over fences in Mister Drum's race at Huntington and Ws should be 
much more ha sort of race considering he beat two tost-Ome-out wlnnare when success- 
ful In a novice hanacap hurtle on Iris reappearance at Uttmetar. BatacttOK AMBER SPARK 


_ 4566 UXatYTAIWBl (S4) (Ihe Supernal Rstneranp) Mss H 6 11 12 _.Jtr A WMIe (7) 

11 0P45-10 MAMBt ( 8 ) lEngfcn Badmrtoi Pamanhlpi N TwtorvDote 7 U 12 — HrM Rtert (3) 


2154 QUN EAOE (FRj ( 8 ) <B A MpaaidO M Hpe5 11 12 . 
RYDB7C6P (A Srtngl N henderwi 5 11 12- 


_IA A Fanate (5) 


3.10 


04 ZADOK(48)fMrsJennyWlmenT) JPW»4lqB51112 

(*W) F0RTIRCS GLEAM (SS)(MkA JGotHl) JKng611 7 

00- RMMP0SM W (249) (TWH Dancer) CJmes 7 11 7.. 

-Ifidedarad- 

BET1MB: 3-1 Eaterald Statement, 9-2 lAwli Darby, llr2 Qteri Eatfe. 6-1 Ryder (top, 13-2 Hoe 



Sb, 10-1 Nod Owte, 1 L -1 Ctaitas Gone, 12-1 Baywd, Mahler. 30-1 Drwn Batbe, 25-1 others 
1996: no eartesporKSng meamg 

FORM GUIDE 

EMERALD STATEMENT carries Just the angle penalty despite having won twice, his fist 
success tn tf»S county coming m a conditional jocteys novice funfie at Whestone. The 
getting, a wmnmg pointer m Ireland, was very impieesive n twatjng Forest Musk 24 tenths 
and foOmed up with an easy wm at odds -on « Rumpton. This (s a tougher task for Emer- 
ald Statement but he has Robert Thornton tailing off 5fb. MfoeBa Derby, successful it an 
tosh bumper, drifted from 5-4 to 4-1 on tw hurdteg debut at Chepstow but held on for a 
length success from Huroante (Leicester winner yesterdayi. This longer trtp wil be to Ms 
favour and ha can be made finer. Ctarke* Goraa and Ryder Ci*> hare both won e pomt- 
to-fxtent to Ireland. Kempton bunper winner Qulni Eatfe gave more encoure^nwit to fourth 
id Kvoefl at Lolceser than he had on his hurries debut, but there are 8 H£n doubts about 
his stamina, a comment that also apples to Hereford winner Mahler. Bayard a tried With- 
ered after a disappointing show at Newbuiy, vdyie Kind Cleric Is one to fleer after has tfurd 
to Ml#ny Moss at Chepstow on his hurt&ng bow. Selection: EMERALD STATEMENT 


KEEP NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £2£25 added 
2m 130yds Penalty Value £2,408 

32-3 N0ieSfWlB>(5G)(CalnFrate)JGfh*|Tli 12 PM* 

6-31223 SARB»(RI)P3)(PSBda»RHcdgB511U .TlteawbeP) 


0/246/0- FXINAHS FLUITBI (412) IR V Wr?fa) D Bsvonh 9 U 6 _ 
401-003 S*t OANTE (47) (Psto R (Mby) R Rwe 6 10 13 


-P Holey 


232-P64 TOFMNA (Squ MeGri^d J BsmeK 51012- 


604-56 EaWIJAWNE(56)(romSeBtB)PfMcfaB61011. 


00662 MUSKP4 (32) IRO BatjerA R J B Bblej PIMrfmrti 6 L0 10 — 
00UO61 COOL EUtIHt (35) (FWtart Pmson) J Wng 7 10 9 - 


06P BENUE BREE (57) (D G Trayynart J Grind 5 10 8 - 
OF-05 OMTUlVEp5)(MC»ieSMBHlWgtl610 7. 


— XAtqMra(7) 

CKtede 

L Aval (3) 


54-PP6U KMGS GOLD P2}(GC Rely) Ms LRdBds 710 7. 


12 BBC AI»A (37) ®F) (Army Sr*tnou)MR» 4106- 


OOFO IRW OLD FffiKfi (53) [Mrs PShervnodl J WVe 5 UDO- 
FOUO-4 TUDOR TOWN (35) (P D Rjtft) K Behop 9100- 


..AP McCoy 


•TJ 


15 043400 WHM. OJNT [47) (Ms HEHajnesjH HamttS 100 

16 TF-PFD MASTB? GOODSIOUGH (4® [Momries ft*tnenhju A Fester 6 10 0 


17 2QOPPO MURPHTS RUN (48) (Bren A LeMurdon) P EcCWs 7 10 0. 

18 000 H4MWIAFA (41) ftefld Kamneiar: J S Moaa 4 10 0- 
- IB declared - 


D Creech (7) 
Mr R Threaten (5) 
-..WMcfMandB 


Ar\\ RAMPART ‘NATIONAL HUNT MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) 
1 - 1 - W| £3^50 added 2m UOyds Penalty Value £3^)91 


0 BEMJI (36] (A AW Jackson! T Casey 6 11 7. 


36 BROOKHAMPION 1ANE (3fl IB J TomtHni) Ms A Boutey 6 11 7 . 

CALM DOWN Ms Andrei VttReslTCstey 6 11 7 

4 CHAHUES FOUy (58) tenarie Pioductlorei B De Haan 6 11 7 


-AlferenteB 
,J Osbamc 


4 CYPWWns (87) iMakam FtcS Mr Rnwxbm Usj Riman 6 11 7 __WMantaa 

00-2 DARK ORCHARD (El) U P GroU! UrrBecH W (A» 6 11 7 MBdrenk 


04- DOUBLE ACMEVSHENT (312) Ms ChrEtne ftanng) M Ffoe 7 11 7 A P McCoy 

&0MMT (Tcm Seguel P Ftariens 8 11 7 S Fox 


4-30 IIWES JUSTCE (38) (D and MEwraJJ GAM 6 11 7. 


MhmmwetficiasL True tendon Tudor roan 9sf IT*, /toys; GArt S* HO. Mas^r Goode- 

NHfr 9x rtt. Iftflphy^ Ri« 9sr 4b. Hwansfc 9st. 

BETTING: 7-4 Theme Arecre, 13-2 Cool Grereer. 7-1 Nona Sttoed, 15-2 Safe* 8-1 Sr DwKe, 11-1 
l lm re re . 12-1 Tbpwiff. 34-1 Gentle Brace. Breda Jantae, Hre—a a Flatter, 151 dteis 
FOm GUIDE 

THERE ARENA failed to hold on to a dear lead at Warwick last Ome. 0 Jtog down three 
lengths to Name Of Our Father m a juvenile hurrie. but she can mate amends here. The 
rUyhao made a wtnrmgriebut over timber wtm an easy success In a Taunton setter and 
win be the fittest m the field havng firashed 3 n encoura®ng sixth to Raffles Rooster on the 
Flat at SoulhvreR last weeK. Ncoe Stirred has reached the frame m each t* hs tteee runs, 
last bme gang down Just half a length In third to Spending Soring at Windsor. He should 
wn a race but has a to do conceding the selection 2 Ctj. Cool Gunner Is Sb h&ier than 
when wrreng at Exeter test month. Safiep has dropped 3B> smee h« Hereford thin) to Hay 
Dance but remans exposed, white the tnp is Tfcefy to prove too sharp for Sir Dante, ueat- 
en 27 lengths In dirt to Wado Road at Exeter test tone. Selecdoo: THEM ARENA 


3014 LIVH.YB4COUNTER(12} (BF)(FJSarstuyi ttsMana Jone9 6117 DwafeByme 

400-34 WAUNTDR (461 iThcmas Thcmpsniu R ftjxe OUT DOBaBne 

1/42- SINGLE S0URCHG (460) (VJAdans! UteHKrigitfiil 7 JFTMay 


51-2 SP(BID6)1HYNE(5te(MvGA3reniTCatevS117., 


SURSUM C 0 HDA (287) <M Wad-Tharte 5 l T Foraer 6 11 7 . 
Tram BELOW IPCLmei Panrenj J Oh 8 11 7 . 


-M AHtzgpreki 


oVaI DATE FREEMAN MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£3^475 added 3m Penalty Value £3^015 


0- UPR 1 SWG (341) iPeS-md Panners) 1 CSd 7117- 


-G Upton 


32 ZANDER (58) Ms Aaen Dig^ni M«teun-Dawes 5 11 7. 
SH0UUMAVESAS9N0 (G R|»f T HM G U 2- 


24 SUPVBHE 7HOGU»r!E0«(HfJfl)*> Tngfl CMoMd 5112 _ 
ZMSAN (Un M C Sweeney) J Gtforl 4 io 9. 


JR) 

-LAretrip) 


- 20 dedmd- 

BETTlie: 5-1 SpiereSd Thyne, U4 Sln#a Soarring, 6-1 Lhrely Encremter. 8-1 Scram Conte, 9-1 
Zander, 10-1 Cyptnth, Drek orebanL 12-1 Double Actee e nn H . MMBrtor, 14-1 altera 
FORM Curie 

SMG&E SOURCING has a 15-momh absence to overcome, but he has shown he gpea wei 
ftesn. wmtog on fus racecourse debut at Uttowter e> May 1995 and Mshing fourth to 
Mandys Martino ai Cheltenham firat ttme out last season, and could be gwf enough- Hen- 
rietta Knight's sre -year-old came up a^irst a top bumper horse m Andartto on Ms final 
sun at Newbuiy ana dtt wel to Knsh 10 lengths second of 24. Sp len dkf Thyee hermflt- 
ed tom racing alone up me far srte when wnrang a Mswbury temper for Ro^r Hoad but 
showed far form to be 10 lengths second to Boardroom Shuffle (easy Wmer again non 
smee) on hts hurdilr^ debut at Folkestone - CherGe'a FUly fourth and held. After fus Tree- 
ceser bumper wn (Brechhantpton Lane fourth). Lively Encounter was sfl£«y dsappoiraing 
on Ws hurdling bow when fourth to Best Of Al a Mussetaurgi A bgger threat nuy be ^ 
sum Cords, a staymg-on fourth of 21 to Dawn Leader at Worcester at April m a bumper 
and with Richard Ounwofly twoted. Double ftc M everwcfit showed only a ntflepromoe In 
two bumoere last season but must be feared from Martin Pipe's yard. Jm Old's Thirty Be- 
low. half-brother to Call It A Day, s a newcomer to no®, although stabiemate Uprising 
•rears the owners' first colours. Selection SINGLE SOURCING 


FKJ1/0-P BRAVE BUCCANSX (34) (D5 P C Wansi 4 Tunel 10 12 0 . 


U315-6P OKF RAGER (32) D>) Uames Cbeetoami N TwsnClaAes 8 11 13 
013521- PROFESSOR STRONG (274) (B Wby&JSadaieR PNidtcis 9 11 12. 


M2 nw MKKIYfR0UC(*^|CD) [UauKBE?i»iMSsSEo«arcsl0119 
OUB- DARRS(THEBRAVEM3U(D) iDFAUponj C BlWo 9 U 9. 


P12-12P ZMffiQl SPV9T (48) (D) (BF) (P C Toanserd) Us Uemta icnes 8 11 5 — 
421Uf U7Tl&WteER(l43®IMrsJlfouldlRSrrwhl2ll4 



300231- KEHN0(291)(Udavqn^rtnsdiS(PHQbbs8U2. 


G53SU4 BWCK CWRCH (4^ (E> B Alewdal H Rove 11 10 13 . 


.A P McCoy 


10 42-2521 SUGAR WJL (43) (Dj (Mb Trusty R&nfftw J Gflord 7 10 13. 

11 /12TOF DAIS N B4RLET (33) F A Lwitoganl P Rodforrl 8 IQ 11 

12 13Z9P3 CARUKFORO LARES (32) L G Tunert T TAcmscn Jones 9 10 10 


iBrerau* 


13 31226T-P aCEUH LAD (3fl (WsT J Mdmes Ssmeri KraT Mciines Sinner 9 ID 9 B Upton 

14 S3403-P MWSBSH(3^mmthadHri)PWrt»erl5109 RBeteeqr 

15 PP0544 SPKET (NZ) (149) (D) IS Poeell J Jetera 11 ID 8 1 Osborne 

IS FD13-12 BtSTEJW RTVSt (51) (BF) Idamston Eoumel T rOrsa U 108 SUfrn 

it <mr mwim^<f*mPfrt^cwufiKioiQ4 c& 4 ^*( 7 js 

18 0P&3P UTIlEROWlfif (49)(JAidcnMraLrkfnRS8lO0 
-lBdecteretf- 


2-10 


MOAT SELUVG HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m 110yds 
Penalty Value £2,219 

SV AN 0 IRB 1 FIDDLE (783) Ms DONS Peace 7 11 5 TJKapte 

00-F0 OR OWE (172} (Dave Dtwn) F Oiarnr^ 6 11 5 Altentan 


0 OP FRANKS TESTER (65) (MraiOBKnUMainnTBnS 11 5 

P SAYITASAW (210 (TaJWd a^rTBrCs Seraces LnU } Jertans 5 11 
6 P SUUAMEU. (36) UGHoddOlR Hod3»0115 
23-46 BEUASED0NA(63) lEftenel) LaJyHentes5110 
(JP4POO- <aTKUI±Fr(^(MffiJET3^ JFteh+tesw; 7110 
00044-0 MBBSCS FTDOLE (227) (Bertehre Comnenun D IMotei 5 11 0 
P KDB0E CROSS (1^1 1 Ws A Sams) K Wtogtw 5 11 0 


-WMarabm 



Mnbwn we(D<c IQs. True fomfcap ee^ic UtieRowiey 8 a lia. 

BE1TMG: M Eastern Rfrer, 11-2 Sogw 0, 7-1 Keren, Professor Sfrcng, S-lZanbol Spbt 1B- 
1 Chief Rager, 12-1 nreren The Bore, Oate N Bartey, 14-1 Bfack Cterch, CarSngford Laites, Vet- 
irea, 1 S -1 Brare Beccwteer. 2 S -1 Mnernhh, Spfcey, Mffty Froic, B-l dtera 
FORM CUHJE 

Afthou^i an 11-yeer-Od. EASTBTN MVER has not had many races and me ugns are mat 
he tsntsdetenoraflng. He has won wo trfjusl four races wer fences, atLetcester and War- 
wicA. and finished to the money on the others, last ome Bringdown Oy revy a Brigm to Lnnf 
Of The WWt dt Worcester. P rc fwe o r Strong can pose a f»g threat despite OT 5 being fus 
first run in thb country. The rune- year-old wound up tes career to Ireland with success in 
quite a vateaoie chase a Punchestewa Keano mates a belated reappearance - he was 
down to nut at Newton Aooot on Boxmg Day. He irent to at the fcst tima of asMng last sea- 
son at me Devon come ana wound up wth vtaoiy there, out mists unOKely to prove a suf- 
(jpent test tf stamina. Sugar HB made aiPtHrpTfmgfon tag tm» ip land a maitlen chase 
and being allowed to lead appeared to irmrove hojumptog. Sel ec tion : EASTERN RIVER 


4JL0 


PRFPQ3 LAURA LIE (46) iDrerW PiTOXWns) B De Haai T 11 D 

(M ROSE OF QHffl (Q (S Sufcanj 8 Pafeig 6 11 0 

OP TOMORROWS HARVEST (47) (DHSnMftlR Hodges 5110— 
24’4*P TREAD TO BOARDS (46) (BF) (DA tohnsen! M Roe 6110. 
0 CODE RED (37) (SMrraiRaaigPatKTOipm Mur 4107- 
U EWAR BOLD (55) lA J fbCfanS) KClrttogar-Brawri 4 10 7. 


J Ryan B 1 


..GIMtn 


WEATHERSYS OPEN NAHONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £3^500 added 2m UOyds Penalty Value £1^06 
ARfOET ROVAL (32) (CD) Uobfi Qdgli J (N 6 U 11 C Upton 


JIRanart 


-TDBK«d»(3) 
A P McCoy 


00 HALFANMCH(3Q (T DrieG Mr C MBs) T Jones 4 10 7.. 

5 FWIECU 1 SVC (41) (Pars House GtumeBj RVflforre 4 10 T 

OfC IN THE EVE fT Arthcny) J Podton 4 10 7 

0 STORM WN) (81) iMs Elane M Birie) K Bute 4 10 7 

0 SUPBltt)LD(37) iCvtsnjpnerMmayiCMnray4 10 7^ — 


J> 6 da 0 er 


-BPrewflB 


JUMtoa 


U 6 C ARCH ANGEL (33) (PHVVaftnfi G Gales- Jcnes 4 10 2 

3F RASH W THE PAN (33) (Mrs Visas Gontrorfi J S Made 4 10 2 . 

- 22 dectond- 


.HrACtarfodaoH 
.Wl 


BEITWG: 7-2 Bote Sedorei, Ftedi In TtePrei, 11-2 Tread Tls Bonds, 7-1 Code Rod, 8-1 Rose Of 
Otnrt, 12-1 Aoatter FUdfe. 14-1 Dr Date. 16-1 Xante Cubfae, &nrBoid, 2D-loBws 
FORM GUIDE 

FLASH IN THE PAN. thMto Stone Island a( Emteron nerruring debut mutt Ihvb gone 
dose to aeobng Stonecutter at Uttowiar tost ome but for faflmg at the last. She gBts all 
the alowances here and can mate amends in a poor race even by sad tog standards. Bd- 
b Setfona managed lo tw placed both starts feet 9 «ason at Fontusll ana wandch, but sire 
could finiMi only fourth to Bayerd when favourite for her Rumpton return and wes wen beat- 


3 

4 
6 
6 

7 

8 
9 
U) 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
IS 
19 
30 


ID MDAS06) (DG&D J!bbRSsnlKBute61111. 

BKS0UID(UsVMW9izns)Mss!fenaaMfiarTB511A- 
BOLD 1£AP (lVw Geneaws Partnamfil P Webber 5 11 4 
CAIDEHROOKfMsDmfiaMtiSrWi JGArt&ll 4. 


A P McCoy 


OUflES GOLD (Ity Emrerid Pritrwdw) C EfiBSto 6 11 4_ 
SMOND (FR) (Lady »«Sbtil CacJ I Fosur 5 11 4. 


.Mr A Sjnxotne 
5 LaH (7) 


JOterem 


HMMOEMUCX(77)lRDftffidONTTiston-!bres5114_ 
KAZ KAIS4 (MS D Ttntysor :» P HSJbS 5 11 4 . 


■A Thornton 


NORUNDfC (NZ) (the TO House Patrwsnw P teebs 5 11 4.. 
RASAK (lady Hemes* lady Hemes 5 11 4. 


-jGTonney 


TBM0S8 rim tety tta A NewtP-Smih G 11 4 . 


-MAftzgHM 

-EMrepty 


WELSH asset Ms Caamt MacDtraUi r. wngtre 6 U 4_ 


.JfrRDwrion (5) 

JbAWtadem 


MOD OFTHOUGWIHhusiFann Strifes) PCh*nnp6114 MrCVf0n(5) 

VffSLEY WffiKM M&ej Golf PETTWShp) N T«chn-Dares 6 11 4 C Matte 

BS3WIBS (P SuDffl ? 0uCe 5 10 13 Tjtkzpty 

GOOD IK DANCER (Good Tate BnfiP Webber 5 10 13 Hr P Scott 


RED AK7TH r4rotyOates anaii T ffod 4 10 fi_ 


MBTBt EMIN U DaneKl L Morale Has 4 10 
MAY (The ftyson tooay J Jentas 4 10 8 . 


’MetoogHfa 

— J) Moris 


..GBrariey 


—20 dednd*" 

BETTfgb 9-4 Aridey Royal, 5-1 Bfeotind, 8-1 RbSsR, 9-1 Ftanide Made, 10-1 E&und, Good Ttese 
Dancer, 12-1 Mbits. Cddebrook. Dante's Odd. Wfafey Warrior, lfr-1 Kb Kidnm, 25-1 otoen 


HYPERION 

l^O SouxrougB 220 Jbereen 250 Ramsey Hope 
3.20 Foot Battalion 3£0 B Ntdo 4J20 Three 
Weeks (nta) 


4 213202 I«PKRSnR|B)|Cn|liteNMaa*y495_CTeaBK«9V 

5 44D2LO- BOLD FR0NTHI (33) (CO) KM»y 5 9 4 CScteylOB 

6 200340 PRMlIABABM{IfiIfCDBHDNtotts79a-Alna»e»4B 

7 043003- SQUB)ECan6E(22)(D) DO<apnwn590 — ACtera* 2 


8 462300- LUCKY REyEfNE (UXfi D Nichcfc 4 8 11 — ton* Wands (7)1 

9 002-304 BOFFY (11) (CO) 8 Ba^i 487 R Pertain 11 


GOING: Standard. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle u> high best for 6 f to 7f. 
STALLS: 7f A lmOT- Inside: remainder - outside. 

■ FIbresand, left-hand, oral course. 

■ Coarse b N of town cm A449. WoherharupiaD station lm. AD- 
MISSION: i^ub 5 1 5: Pidric endosare 56 (54 fir CIAP menbres of 
course'* Diamond Club- S2A0 life membershipj. CARPARK: FYec. 


10 0002-35 GilAMGH (18)^0) MatynMeade4 85 Jl Adams 12 

11 0003-11 5070NUN{HDM21)fCD)PF^te482.-)Bre>Mf7)7 

12 330000 RSWYHOUIE (25) (CD) J hstherKn 6 80 — LCtemock 6 B 

13 600643 HRBOA BUK (11) R FBhey 5 7 1D.„ F Norton 3 

-13 declared - 


Mnrnwn 7sr lOti. True hanricap ve&tr BeSnja Blue 7a 4®. 
BETTING: 9-2 Setmtan, S-l Napier Star. 6-1 Qiadwofl Hafl, 7-1 Cteto- 
csst, 8-1 Ramsey Hope, 10-1 Sqane Conic, 12-1 othera 




BUNKERED FIRST TDKB: Bsfimky ft PslacegsteOdeTi 1. 50 1. 
Ho Mel Surprise (vreoredl ( 1 .50), ShaAtyr 1=1:50). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Foot Battalion (3.201 
woo here on Wednesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bernard Seres (4^0) has been sou 
182 miles bjr M Dods front Plercfhrtd^e. Co Dnrtom. 


friril TROUT HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,325 
added 3YD lm IQOvds 
32502-1 roWB*nWJ(W(7J(affHorittf»tt3SCedJ'4nefi(3)3 
021321 IMIROY (USA) Pti (Q P Keaeway 9 7 MWitfvmiV 

053314 NOMOREIBtlBCEGDTfT) (Cff) E Aban94..A riri B WB 2 

42-2 SaBSWf(14)OTPte5em811 SDireme 8 


1 rAl HADDOCK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4300 added 6 f 

52 AFAAN ( 9 ) R Marwi 4 9 10 TGMctaa0in3 

200336- BEAU BRUM (IBS) M Bd 4 9 ID B Fteriaier (5) 9 

050500- HO IB SUtnaSE (170) S Pisece 5 9 10 — V Slattery 2 V 


136542- PLAN FOR PRDHT (117) M Jdretai 8 11 IWeaverl 

462144- TMCCANTHK78) fflC Murray 84. Moote Howatb 7 

1404-33 ENCHAKTBffi EVE (7) (Q C Afen9 4 JBramM[7)B 

8 06114-3 IBID POUT (15) PP)K Ba te 8 3 DRMeCate5 

BE7TW& 2-1 MOrey. 5-2 Foot BattaOtm, 5-1 Eadtantbig EVe, 6-1 Sri- 
tarry, 7-1 Noam Ib-Moepiy; 8-1 nan For Prom, 12-1 otters 


500- PALACEWE CHHF (214) N LanruOen 4 9 1D_A Driy (5) 8 B 

443560 BAlBISXf (12) 3 Beny 4 9 5 P Roberts (5) 4 B 

0350- CMEft KATE (22S) W Mjt 4 9 5 C Rutter 7 


3.50 


BREAM SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 


3350F-6 0SCaiGHT5aFT(12) M *' l ‘Curpm595 NAdns5 

0333-23 SKXRR 0 UGE (14) (BF) P Hadam 3 8 8 IWsarerB 

6 JULIA'S RBAI1VE (96) RGUB9383 — ItMtellO 

0 R05E BUTTON (14) T D Banai 3 8 3 XCtaraadrl 

-Ui 


BETTTHG: 5-2 SfotBU0ti83, 7-2 Beau Braoo, 4-1 Cindy Hots, 62 Afan, 7- 
1 Briatsfcy, 12-1 OscBtfits OR, 14-1 otter* 


I £4,000 added lm 6 f IGGyds 

33422-1 EL'NDO (12) D Ovonan 9 9 8 LCtemoehS 


010011- PETOSWN (39) (CD) J Paarce 5 9 8 . 


J4Mghaai9 


2J20 


MACKEREL CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) 
I £4000 added 7f 

5560-11 ANONYM (11) (Q (D) DMcnris595 JBn»*ri(7)3B 

1/8014-1 JBEREBI(9)[qPHn«ng595 SMWteortol 

62100 UGHURV(USA)(7)WJerts991 VSMteqr2 


006050- AWESTRUCK (144) (C) B fYeece 7 93 JVtewrlB 

50 EDWARD SEYMOUR (UBS) W Teres 10 9 3.....VStattay 2 

2050-45 PBISWI BUD (m J Bostey 9 9 3 C Ratter 10 E 

060363 SHAfOYR (HQ (12) (C) R Hofcehead 6 9 3....F Lynch (3) 4 B 
000064 SHUntECOIX 03 (Q Ms Nttcuey a93-Clfea0B (3) 3 

06 TANGO HAN{7)RPh»593 - Anthony Bond (7) 8 

413666 WtOADA (7) D Budtel 693 -.SDrasne7 

10 440006 BDMtXMBUIE(7)MTaruiw4811_DamiMcKaaim6B 
-lOdeeteratf- 

BEITTNG: 2-1 Ptomkte, 3-1 B Mdo. 9-2 Ptesten Bud, 8-1 ShaMyr, 10-1 
Wadada, Stebtoeock. 14-1 otters 


001050- JKSAW BOV (25) (CD) P Mipty 8 8 7 . 


_SDrwme5 


635134 UmEHm( 2 )|CD)PB«i 568 r ArtnayBood (7) 7 

316640 SHOMBUNE (4) (D) M Jorngun 4 8 5 JFwrrtogG 

005000 DHeSC (IB) (Q B Hotertoead 4 8 4 Flyoct(3)4 

250000- BOGART (34) (D)CF*»wa683 RIsnfcS 

-Bfectered- 

BETTMG: 64 Aaoajrn. MJbm 4-lUOto tea, UWJfrawBoy. Bog- 
art. 12-1 Stentafaw, 1A-1 others 


4 w 20 


SALMON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 
added lm If 79yds 


230 


COD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 added 
5f 


1 001103 WMSEVI»rea4>CTCFteiMS4100.-.Nf«MtedyflV 

2 620124 CHADWHtHAlLH(CC(SRflW*tB6913-aDIMtoms5B 

3 30014-2 CHEMCAST(lA)MJlEw4910 .0 Ften (3) 13 B 


11160-1 FOREST BOY (18) K»l JBo*y 4 100 .CRuttcrB 

000023 BSWARD SEVEN (19) (CO) M 0od&5911. A Clort 8 B 

53645-1 O TPOH I HCT nCH (18) (CO) J Fatstare 4 9 8 -N Vartey (3) 4 

001230 MARAOKIA(23) RKCntoead 59 7 J Lyncb (3) 9 

02520-3 G01DENT0UCH (14)(C)(D) 594„.ADriy(5) 5 

0211-25 IHREEWBEXS(m®(BF)Wllfor49 3 IWeaverl 

7 410060 FAtaT0MT(mhlAnraden4 93-..TGMcLm^rin2V 

8 1100M ARZAN (USA) (20) D COs&we 6 811 M Rbwmr 7 

9 500400- SEVENTH EWDCW (166) D ftJChri 4 8 5 SDtommU) 

10 250000 ARBCAN-PARD (12) DHaKki Jones 586 TWBtera3 

-lBdedared- 

BET7HG: 3-1 Forest Boy, 7-3 OnsfortheiStdi, 92 Gotten Touch. 6-1 BenOTl 

Sevan, Hum Weeks, 8-1 Mvadata, 12-1 othera 


Hill no 
obstacle 


I'er 


to Man 


Coome Hill is likely 10 duck a 
confrontation with One Man at 
Cheltenham on Saturday. His 
trainer, the permit-holder Wal- 
ter Dennis, is concerned that a 
good performance from Coome 
Hill in the Pillar Chase will rain 
his handicap mark and he is now 
contemplating a switch to 
Sandown’s Agfa Diamond 
Chase the following weekend. 

-If we were to run well 
against One Man he could end 




f 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: lively Encounter 
(Ungfield 1.40) 

NB: Eastern River 
(Ungfield 3.40) 


K 




f 


E “ii 


SEDGEFIELD 


HYPERION 

1ZS5 AnMna 3L25 In A Moment ZOO Corporal 
Kfrkwood Z30 Tagatay 300 Dragonmtst 330 
Val De Rama 430 Anabranch 


14 0 MILWAIAIS (34) 0 arerran P 11 0 . .. 

15 5 MfOQS PET (286) J New* 10 11 0 

16 60OVP4 TACftt (49) tea MWgm 7 110 

-lfidedared- 

BEmNto 5-2 tytestery lad, 7-2 Abiud Again. 4-1 CWpcral XMnrood. 
S-l Toctix, 7-1 Nora Sound, 10-1 Monfc saw . 12-1 often 


-M Brmtoi 
. _R Johnson 
— B Storey 


230 


STANLEY RACING GOLDEN NUMBERS 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3000 2m If 


INSPECTION: 7.30ua 
GOING: Gfrod (Soft on henrij. 

■ Left-hand, uretuhung courw. Ea«y Tenrxs and lung run-in. 

■ Course L-» ImSEofiown near ^lntnonufAftUP and AI > i. AD- 
MISSION: Paddock 18 ( OATS 241; Course U. CAR PARK: FYw. 


SIS 


BKWO 

CHANNSL 


BUNKBBRD FIRST TIME: Fturiag Hope I vtoored). Gotby Ben- 
pecked ( 1 . 00 ). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Gnnmaker I J 'to) imn 
Jl Lnritow oo nitovJay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: SUwier’a Madam 1 1 JR). Nikkb 
Pet (iftO ) & Sdowt Law I .LUO I ho vo been sent rnfles by J NrviBf 
(rom Kvwpon. Gwonu Nurd Ly* 1 1 25 1 & Ganmskcr CMto) v?rn 
266 miles by B (Jeweffyn from Baigued. Mid Gtamonpui: Dragon, 
mist (:(. 00 ) Via 3 :.'J imks tyr D Bunched from Brtcsy HllL GwcnL 


<19 cci SKI-iNG tOf MARES NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,425 2m If 


536511 BRAMBLES VWY (71) fCJJ) Mr. Mlfcvwyn IT J . 

— ..C ttcCartnadi (7) B 

(Or COOL SAME (722) te> M few**: U4 e Corea 

OO' fWSAYBt f704) N MdSX i 11 4 SHara»tt< 7 ) 

NEW CENTURY (USA) 0 ffenols 5 U 4 RGuen 

00 OBVIOUS RSK (51) E Cane 6 11 4 ..._Ttetan Oatiikon ( 7 ) 

O RAMRMGIANE fL012)64>ari8 11 4 BMebram 

OPP RYE RUM (275) 14^6 11 4 

0? SHARED ( 8 SK (7® J 5 11 4 „„ 

0M156 SILV8tMN((34)MtURMter5U4 p'ra 

50 THE teCMBOteAN (43) ) Oration 6 11 4 ......... X JctoBon 

OO-Q T5ANGA ( 8 ) G M Mocre 5 11 4 

OODP WHfTEGATES WUjC (4$ I H 5 U 4„ j (tetem 

0 SMPlOSQMBmELD (1) Bitenre* 5 10 13 AS Smith 

H®H HOPE HBifr (USA) M Karononfl 4 106. . RGrenttv 

30 NOrtrsCHOKX tU (BF) M Kamnori) 4 io 6 .Draw 

3 TAQATAY (22) M Camacho 4 10 6 £Co^n| 3 ) 

■ 16 detiucil - 


4-1 Shmed 9-2 New Camay, 7-lTagatay, 

12-1 SRwr Mtnx, f^b Hope Hemy. IB -1 others 


CO-OOO ALAIVS PHSE (81 W Mfteom 6 11 0 GCaM 

30-33 ARDRBU (SI) (BO F Muoty 6 11 0 Al 


5PMOO COQUET GOLD a) F Writ* 6 110 .T( 

ISO 604 DARK PHOBCX (47) 0 Bwron 7 11 0 J4I 

000 HE3HI6 (34) G Otecytf 7 11 0 -R Guest 


3.00 


ACROPOLA HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £3000 added 3m 3f 110yds 


560 UPPY LOUISE (53) tesMReveiey 5110., 
DO PARRY (50) S BeS 5 11 0 


-PNNan 


0004LF RtRSOJYS LODGE (72) L hjngj 9 U 0.. 
RED-STOAT te^JSuty 8 11 0. 


-B Storey 


10 00 SANTA BARBARA (40) C Grant 6 11 0 RQarrtttT 

11 5300-F3 sanOTCtBRaZE (471 K Marine 110 ASSwrih 

12 0 WHATYBI0NA80UT (50) G M Mcae 5 110 NBetriey 

-12 declared - 

BETmC: 14 Smtomfaar Breata, M Dreh Pteeah, M Arfttea, Prera’s 
lodge, 7-1 I^py Leatee, 8-1 Ateil Pilda, IB -1 oUmr 


FP-12F1 1ROODOS (43) (CD) Ms A Snmbanh 11 130-BfeMteim 
SH» «»«HWE (MNCS? (329) D Bsher 7 

Tljy (USA ) (32) A Snww 7 11 U ItBeyV 


10-23M PHARARE (34) B W oodhouse 7 11 uZZZI'Xs Steft 
4W2Z. D'WUySW=ErU2)(lDJWto T 8ioi3 SAUmm 
F0TO31 HUHM IBAYTR ADBTiCiPBBiironilQmajiwPIWm,. 

•SS SSSSS&HfSl*'- “iISS 


L 25 


STONB3RAVE SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2,375 2m If 
2 »ZF 2 TUnETTO (35) (BF) M Hamond 7 120 -RGrertty 


<W MISTRESS (34) WBefttf 7109 - ■ 

„ P 4 ltxn GWtelAICR ( 8 ) 0 Ueweflyn 8 10 6 ifer) _ OteL, 

9 0*013-5 UGH reNKOWE (35) (C) J 9 103 _JaTc B oro>«ra 

10 314 in W 

n F2R& GREDinEU) MANOR (3Q9) j Ssaren 10 M 0 S 

12 532231 DRAaOf«4BT(56)DBurrirf7l0o_.nja^H 

13 4/433-50 MAROOOO (42) S dafc Li 10 0-.. J 


1 

7 WM1F3 MNSTEirSIIADAIl!(44) TO J Netie61ia..JRJ0fHB0R V 

3 S5UOO- DUGORT STRAW (333) 0 Brennan 6 10 10 MBnanaa 

i 500303 OVBI STATED (42) POiatriiuugi 7 10 9 . 6 F Ryan ( 6 ) 

5 0446-3Q AUNTS AIKE (461 i FrOGoriH 7 10 9 PCartjeny 

6 SS5642 ABE HMORE (37) (D) R Johnson 8 10 9..., JU 


li 2®D^»(«)W p Sl»raTOd9100 .^pSS 

15 POO-624 SNOWY LAW (34) J NcvGs 9 10 0.» RJoharel^ 

IS 354333 tOTLE/Enwre g^M^m moru^lLU 
~ 18 declared - 


ffiTTWE 4 -lTroodus, M Run, 7-1 IBIy.DAifitay Street 
Trader. 8-1 Dregwrat. Qriet Habra, 10-1 GSSSu-lSl s 8By 


7 S3P14P- MNX HE YANK (377) H Qmt 7 10 6 Hr HJO* 8 r (7) 

8 063004 APPEARANCE MONEY (4) F Mrpty 6 IQ 5 AM^rie 

9 023-04P SHARMOOR (34) Mfca L Sttdal 5 10 6 -^ R Supple 


3^0 


10 DIMS 4 M4M0MSrf<US4)0SCam0203. 

11 OPO-1 NOitD LVS (160) (DO B Urentyn 6 10 2 


A Dot**) 

ElJoram 


12 0O3FD0 FOLLOW DE CALL (47) D M£te ' 10 1 -DWakh 

13 F4ft-480 DOUBUS DEE ( 12 ) R Allan 6 101. -BSfixcy 


CWftJNG HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS n 
£3300 added 2m llflyds ^ 


14 P5-5C05 COOL Sim. (3^ HreJ awn 5 10 0 A 5 Smith B 

15 F00603- NOSMO KNS (4871 Ms M Rendai 6 10 0 . — Mrs M KtoriaB 

16 54M4P SI«9WCU»U(71)WM3teOm7100...._-GCHH 
-lfidadared- 


BETTHG: 113 Atte Mereolre, 6-1 Mtateria Madmn, 7-1 Over Stated. 8 - 
1 Ftatetio, Sort Lyv lfr-1 fat A Momeul, 12-1 often 


20015/2 COllBl POW (37) ) RDGeiaki 6 U 3 Ve-52 

2P3012/ PARIAH I67q W M TodfUWB U 2 ... V W 

2 SC 33 WIDE RAMA (13) (O Denys Snwi 8 110 7 ^ 0n 

4463P2 PORT IN A STORM (34) (D BF) H Wtri 8 10 

n i4Tyi uinrup ■■■ mi . ~ aa ”~ - -JfrCBre^ 


241232 HARBtE HAN (U M Hjnponfl 7 in in 
25P043 P09INE ACTION (3^ (CQM&iitks ii 
4CM621 CARDBCBl (36) (D> 1 Battivii^ ” 10 » B 
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up with lumps more weight in 
the future and that probably 
isn't a good idea," Dennis said. 

The prevailing ground con- 
ditions are also against the 
Henncssy Gold Cup winner 
tackling Saturday’s contest. 
“There doesn't seem to be 
much rain about, so it looks like 
the ground wouldn’t be suitable 
anyway," Dennis said. 

Wth Coome Hill a probable 
absentee. One Man is unlikely 
to face a severe test on Satur- 
day. Bui one interesting rival is 
Challenger Du Luc who, along 
with Glen Mirage, was put in the 
race when it was reopened yes- 
terday. The Martin Pipe-trained 
horse is also second favourite 
for the Ladbroke Trophy Hand- 
icap Chase on the same card. 
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Sanmartino 


uninspiring 


f j.i» 


Sanmartino extended his un- 
beaten run to two over timber 
at Leicester yesterday - but left 
a question mark over'his Cham- 
Hurdle credentials. 
William Hill left his price un- 
changed at 10-1 but Ladbrokes 
pushed him out to 16-1 (from S- 
l ) and Coral to 12-1 (from S-l ). 

The iy95 Ebor winner was 
pitted against the 1994 St Leg- 
er victor. Moonatt in an ordinary 
novices’ hurdle, but the race did 
not turn out to be a straight fight 
between the two, Sanmartino 
swept to the front at the last but 
had io be kept up to his work 

lj- l . r il n ^gvire to hold 
High In The Gouds by one and 
a half lengths. Moonax was a fur- 
ther four lengths away in third. 

Coral’s representative, Rob 
Hartnett, said: “Sanmartino 
nas impressed me as a novice, 
but 1 think he looks a horse who 
needs things to go his own wav 
and he won’t get that in the 
'-nampion Hurdle” 
Yesterday’s results, page 25 


1 


*<* 




l**-. r,t 


'H 


INDEPENDENT 

racing services 


•AT* 


■■*1 


0891 261 +i 

UNGFIELD KRI 981 





:*.4r 








A.-. 




teOGe, 




Msm. 









«• Greg Wood 



jfc/r, 

,ds down 

KfinlKbnJ y^.nihcd^jj ,* 
igior-Gi-ui night at 
i*v i! i *jcv'r“ ,; -— • ^ '•■f-'uii- 


It's exaciK i her 

'.ion.'- |v 

3er>. Pe.tple 


tnir.vr. 

lor.u he 

rn. r.ii-. chjp%. 

last.hnv 

n-.-re. Tr.--:: 

l' 1 imp.-il 

ill tlJt: ;■*:? 

; in rr 

ii-id.-r.!'. iTtiv 

I* 'A ’.vh. 


: h i 

’•e ‘--.jV. 

i. ■ 

.iTsc*-'"3j ] 

■ 

:5crfi::3 

K 

4ciCkgms« 5 i 

■ 

a 2asjst : l 



•Mnsui.. 
: 'K.< 


V,v - 'iicaiii.'utj 


r Pr*r 11 | 
'• . . * tors iS i 
-;SfjfiS£ * ' ; 
: • . t ‘Zcrvi* : 2 j 
5 : KSV 1 ; 


«? V- - 1 J>.r-r I 

: 

iS C- £7325 : 

.. i .: s ;«* : : ! 

x ay j r - ■. •. 

; . . • t ; JTJW . i 
S f • 

: J *M»t- : j 

.to-w TW! 1 - 
.' l-jMhi “ i 
... . . 

*x*4. i*- '■■■■ -< 

1_- ( rw* 

•5 CLASS F. 

. -San*** : 

- * «*ts= ' 1 
i *unv •. t • 
i I ‘ 
; v-ji : : 

■ .- ? : * i : 

• :s=s» * - 

kfltn w-a.’ ” ‘ 


obstadi 
to Man 


■ •: • k :: .• :.^ii ,. ^ 

'"■' •■•••■■”• >n z ur.;: 

“■* ■■ : • • • ’ ti'irtj- 
• : ; • •-; .rri'-h 'lik- 

. r... sci- 

■■• . "..x-.-n-jN: 

Vi J j ••n.j 

• • k::. dJ 

' 1 -.X TV 

' •*:.. ‘■Ij!’ n . . ■_ 

RICHARD EDMONDS/ 
NAP: lively Encomt 
Lingfield 140) 
NE: Eastern Rne 
Lingfield 3.40i 


t* > > M*'* •• • - 

t -5--J 

i. .-jti ' : 

i, .- - =» >«*■ _ * 

., • l> 

C • : «•***■■ - 

: 1 ik.-ae-i*-’ - * 
V ' 
.. '.ifw* - - 
* *A*3- 

4r* 


fj£.N ' 

r . i " . 


•.* 


VI* 1 


,.nt“ 

•.W*« 


«w 




1 * . 
- _ iso;^; 

*!lif 

: .*ur* - 
- i.--'" 

. -vre '• 
j 2V ■‘+ t ’ 
i *•»*■ 

...JO-d 

-- -.jxn-r *® 

; ‘-er'l 1 *' 

-j- «<*■ •" '■* 

"»” w • .v*i r’ 

•I,-*.***- •■* 

jtf*- r 
• «*-• 
i arr- 

« «.-!*«-- 
I W** < ' 

= - . . • 1*.-Xt r ' 

- ' ‘ 

_ •• m 


J- ■■ f #«• 

• 

. - - . ; W lC 

* * 

,.».•• Ilf'-''’ 

a 

- J** 1 * "', 
- 


s. .--- 

e ; . * 
i . •.. «"j‘ 


• 1 ‘,'v 

*■ ■ ■ *J ' U ji ■ 

- " l ..ml ■* * * 


— •’ . . * : v Lv.' lT ■ 
•• * ‘ -T V V^’-er.i 1 . 

_ .-I 

, - ■ rjj* ^ 

Sanmar® 

uninspW 

..-jc.'- 

% " .. 


i>> 

' . ;‘.jU 


• r .*■’■■' 

• -T ! 


■■■" .. ■*/'' 



\&£) 


the INDEPENDENT ■ WEONFaSruv 22 JANUARY 1997 


23 


sport 


Closed roof 
opens new 
arguments 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 

The Australian Open tjuanur- 
finals came in out of the heat 
yesterday but not everybody 
was happy about it. For the first 
time ever, the Centre Court roof 
was closed to protect players 
and spectators from heat' ex- 
ceeding 40C in the shade and 
more than 60C on court. 

Although players wilted and 

complained in 

similar condi- 
tions the previ- 
ous two days, the 
tournament ref- 
eree. Peter Bel- 
lenger. did not 
have the option 
of closing the 
roof because it 
would not have 
been fair to all 
the competitors: 
some would have 

played in the I 

heat and some avoided it. 

Before the quarter-finals, 
which yesterday saw Carlos 
Moya, Michael Chang. Mary 
Pierce and Amanda Coelzer all 
win. some singles matches are 
played on Centre Court, and 
others on outer courts with no 


Semi-final line-ups 

MEN'S SINGLES 

P SAMPRAS tUS) or A COSBV tSp) 
v G fVANiSEVtC 'Cwf 
or 7 MUSTER 

M CHANG MJSi v C Moya (Spi 

WOMEN'S SINGLES 

A COETZER (SA) v M Pierce (Fr) 
MJ FERNANDEZ {US) or 
D Van Roost (Belj 
v M HirJGtS iSwvtt w 
l SPIRLEA (Romj 


roof. But starting with yester- 


day’s games, all singles match- 
es are on the 15.U0U-seut Cen- 
tre Court and the roof can be 
closed at Bellenger s discre- 
tion if temperatures reach 35C. 

Sull, some players wanted the 
roof open so their fitness or play- 
ing style, belter suited to wind 
and sun. might give them an 
edge. “1 was going to play any- 
way so even il it's snowing, rain- 
ing or 60 degrees I don't care." 
the uaseedeu Moya said niter 
beating his fellow Spaniard Fe- 
lix Mantilla in four sets. 

"1 think it may 
have been a dif- 
ferent match in 
the sun and 
wind," a furious 
Mantilla said, 
j Bullcngcr said: 
j “We haven’t had 
40-degree tem- 
| pcraiurcs in Mcl- 
j bourne for eighL 
j years. 1 thought it 
was better for the 
I game, for the 

1 players and for 

the public, to he able to view the 
game in relative comfort. I 
think in all this, the public de- 
serves some consideration." 

Moya had to pul friendship 
aside as he disposed of the 14th- 
seeded Mantilla 7-5. 6-2, 6-7. 
6-2. Once considered just an- 
other Spanish clay-court base- 



Tyrrell spurred 
on by old boy 
network of FI 


Derick Allsop meets a man relishing 
the start of the grand prix season 


Roofed-in: Centre Court was dosed because of the heat for the first time at the AustraSan Open yesterday Photograph: Rater 


liner, Moya has grown in confi- 
dence since heating the de- 
fending champion. Boris Becker, 
in the first round. Yesterday he 
regularly came to the net. It was 
Spain's best performance at the 
Australian Open since Andres 
Gimcno lost ihc.1%9 final to 
Rod Laver. 

Moya now meets Chang, the 
world No 2, who reached the 
semi-finals for the third suc- 
cessive year. Chang, who has not 
won a Grand Slam event since 
the French Open eight years 
ago. ruthlessly disposed of the 
ninth-seeded Chilean Marcelo 


Rios 7-5, 6-1, 6-4 in just under 
two hours. 

Chang has dropped only one 
set in his past five matches at 
Melbourne Park. He was a 
beaten finalist here last war and 
has also been runner-up at the 
French and US Open in the past 
two years. He said he did not 
feel under any pressure. 

“I’m not too concerned about 
whether or not I'm able to win 
another Grand Slam title and 
stuff like that," he said. “1 like 
to think things are getting bet- 
ter and belter... 1 still feel like 
my best tennis is ahead of me." 


In the first women’s quarter- 
final, South Africa's Amanda 
Coctzcr showed the same form 
which helped her bring down top 
seed Steffi Graf as she beat Kim- 
berley Po of the United Stales 
6-4, 6- 1 . Although Po managed 
to break Coetzer's serve once in 
each set, the South African con- 
verted six out of six break points. 

Coetzer also criticised the de- 
cision to shut the roof, although 
she conceded it had given her 
and Po a break from the heat. 
“I definitely would have pre- 
ferred playing outside. I love 
playing out in the sun," she said. 


Pierce, in her quarter-final 
against Sabine Appelmans of 
Belgium, lost the first set 6-1 be- 
fore levelling in the second and 
then came back from 3-0 down 
in the third to win 1-6, 6-4. 6-4. 

"That's the great thing about 
tennis, you never know what's 
going to happen," she said, 
looking forward to a tough 
semi-final with Coetzer. 

■ Second-seeded Britons 
David Sherwood and James 
TroLman defeated Croat Ivan 
Ljubicic and Italian Federico 
Luzzi 6-3, 6-4 in the second 
round of the boys doubles. 


Merricks and Walker prove to be an adaptable double act 

Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Key West, Honda 

Richard Matthews, the British 
Admiral's Cup team captain, 
was a happy man at the Key 
West Race Week yesterday af- 
ter watching two of his three 
charges acquit themselves well 
in the first race. 

Matthews was especially 


pleased with the performance 
of the Olympic 470 silver 
medallists, John Merricks and 
Ian Walker. The pair have al- 
ready shown they can make Lhe 
transition to bigger boaLs by 
coming second in the UK 
Mclges 24 Championships and 
in the Gold Cup in Barcelona. 

By moving up from 14ft 
boats, through 24ft and up to 
Mumm 36 they are showing an 
adaptability which could take 


them all the way to an Ameri- 
ca's Cup. They underlined this 
yesterday when posting a third 
in a classy fleet in their first 
Mumm 36 start on Tim Banatt's 
Bradamante. And on the mid- 
dle boat, Tony Buckingham's 40- 
foot Easy Oars, Andy 
Beadsworth. just pipped for an 
Olympic medal in the Soling last 
year, steered another young 
crew to second place in its 
class. 


Only the big boat. Graham 
W&Ikcr’s Corel 45 Indulgence, 
struggled. Matthews, however, 
was quick to point out that the 
purpose of this regatta, which 
has attracted a record 262 en- 
tries, is not a matter of indi- 
vidual race results, but the start 
of a serious six-month drive to 
ensure top billing in an Admi- 
ral's Cup that will be far from 
easy to win. 

And aiming to make it 


tougher will be the man who 
must stand out as the top sailor 
in the world, the New Zealan- 
der Russell Courts. The Amer- 
ica’s Cup winner swept all 
before him last year to re-es- 
tablish himself at the top of the 
world match race rankings. Yes- 
terday, he was back in the top 
slot of class one, racing Cana- 
dian John Risley’s new 46- 
footer, Numbers. 

In the Melges 24 dass the Eu- 


ropean flag is being carried by 
the Italian Giorgio Zuccoli, the 
winner of the Glenfiddich Eu- 
ropean circuit last year, who is 
sailing one of the new hulls de- 
veloped by Rob White in Britain. 

The home-grown opposition 
is strong, with Dave Chapin sur- 
prising no one by winning the 
first race, beating Dave U 11m an 
into second place as Zuccoli 
hung on to finish fourth in the 
light conditions. 


Formula One is an ever- 
shifting landscape, but some 
things never change and, as 
regular as Old Father Time, and 
despite recent indifferent per- 
formances, Ken Tyrrell duly ap- 
peared for his annual launch. 

This time, however, there was 
cause for renewed optimism and 
purpose. The season beckoning 
is Tyrrell’s 30th, and he faces a 
reinforced challenge as he con- 
fronts the prospect of a midfield 
contest with Jackie Stewart, his 
most distinguished old boy. 

Stewart's much-trumpeted ar- 
rival as a team chief appears to 
have sharpened Tyrrell's ap- 
petite. Stewart has secured a 
factory deal with Ford for VI 0 en- 
gines while Tyrrell, having part- 
ed company with Yamaha, has 
Ford V8 units, but defeat at the 
bands of the man who won three 
world titles in his car is a scenario 
he dares not contemplate. 

Tyrrell who unveiled his lat- 
est car in London's Leicester 
Square on Monday nighL said: 
“I told Paul, Jackie's son. to tell 
his dad we're going to blow him 
into the weeds. Paul said 1 
should teD him myself, but 1 told 
him 1 didn't think Jackie could 
stand the shock." 

Good-natured wind-up it may 
have been, but Tyrrell will be 
anxious to avoid acute embar- 
rassment when the FI tour 
opens with the Australian Grand 
Prix in Melbourne on 9 March. 

“I'm not thinking about be- 
ing embarrassed because 1 don't 
expect to be beaten by Jackie," 
Tyrrell said. "He’s going to find 
it difficult, as I'm sure he knows. 
It's going to be hard to make the 
jump to running a team in For- 
mula One. 

"When we started you could 
buy a car from someone, which 
is what we did for the first cou- 
ple of years. Now it's much more 
complex, building your own car 
and setting up the whole or- 
ganisation. But Jackie is a de- 
termined person, and I’m sure 
hell make it in the end. It's just 
that it will take time and peo- 
ple must understand that." 


It is taking Tyrrell rather 
more time than he would have 
liked to rejoin FI's heavy- 
weights. Stewart's championship 
successes were back m 1969, 
1971 and 1973. The team last 
won a grand prix in 1983. This 
season, Tyrreu predicts, he will 
have a more competitive car/en- 
gjne package, and believes the 
si gnin g of the Dutchman Jos 
Verstappen, in place of Ukyo 
Kaiayama, to partner Finland’s 
much-vaunted Mika Salo, gives 
him one of his strongest driver 
pairings for years. 

“It is nw job to get the right 
package for the team, so re- 
cently I’ve not been doing my 
job right," Tyrrell said. “We had 
an appalling season in 1996 - 
only five points, eighth in the 
constructors’ championship - 
really bad. 

“Ford and Cosworth should 
give us the reliability we require 
and Jos is a young driver I have 
been very impressed with. It was 
difficult 'for him when he was 
first thrown in by Benetton 
alongside Michael Schumach- 
er - it was an almost impossi- 
ble situation. But last year with 
Footwork he looked very good 
and I’m delighted to get him . 

“I'm equally delighted Mika 
is still with us. People have been 
trying to take him away from us 
and I can understand why. He 
has a lot of talent I'm sure 
they'D push one another and 
that will take the team forward. 
It's what we need." 

You might imagine the last 
thing Tyrrell needed was a 30th 
season in Lhe manic world of FI, 
but he laughs off any sugges- 
tions of retirement. “It is still the 
same for me as it was in 1968," 
he said. “1 have the same en- 
thusiasm, the same nervousness 
at the start and waiting for our 
cars to come round at the end 
of the first lap. I love it. 

“This season we want to have 
a number of podium finishers 
and show we are capable of run- 
ning with the top teams. We 
have to get it right. We should 
know if we have on 9 March." 
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Top Fifty League Table 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 12 JANUARY 


POS NAME 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 


1QS1 MARTI 


649 


MR SIMON DRAPER 


PLATE EC- 


427 


MR P FRANKENTAL 


ARLENSIU 


624 


MR WILLIAM BARR 


KRUEGER F C 


620 


MR G MURFVTT 


CLEAN SHEETS F C 


MR NICK NIGHT 


KNIGHTS NANA HEAD 


614 


)3 


MR PAUL MATTHEW 


THE DOORMAT 


612 


MR R PRINGLE 


DEEPDALE VHJLA 7 


610 
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22 
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33 


MR C NOBEL 


TOFT 


610 


MR RICK YAP 


OUT OF MIND 


609 


MR IONATHAN MCCROSSEN 




WASH TOP ARMY 


608 


MR BILL COOPER 


YEP MOP 2000 


606 


MR ANDREW BURHAN 


WIMBLEDON STUPID HEADS 


MR KB MALCOLM 


INTER MALCOLM 


6CK 


MR DARREN GREEN 


FOR THE AZURE 


60S 


MR D R KENNEDY 


HAMMERS UNITED 


605 


MR RAYMOND CHICKEN 


ALLYE MEN FROM UNCLE 2 


604 



47 


MR ADAM HOGG 


BLAGGT HOGG 


601 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs . 

The learn Market and Scores table published be- 
low, shows four scores. The Week 23 (Wk 23) col- 
umn lists all points scored in matches played between 
Monday 13 January - Sunday 19 January inclusive. 
Column B lists all points scored before the transfer 
period. Column A lists all points scored after the trans- 
fer period. The Overall (Ov) column lists the total 
amount of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 19 January. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table (see 
left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent Fan- 


tasy Football managers and their teams for match- 
es played between Saturday 17 August - Sunday 12 
January. 

Results will be published every Wednesday in The In- 
dependent for all games played from the previous 
Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also appear 
the following Sunday, in the Independent on Sunday. 


SCORING SYSTEM 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goalkeeper/defender 
clean sheet ■ 3 paints for a successful assist ■ 1 point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a 
winning goal a J points for a manager win, I point for 
a draw m Lose 1 point for a yellow card * Lose 3 points 
for a red card 


ietk moU fays better 

The overall Top 50 League table will be printed every 
Wednesday and again on Sunday. 

Terms and conditions as previously published 

PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will be 
the entrant who has accrued more points than any 
other Independent Fantasy Football team in that 
time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 1998 
World Cup in France. The winner, plus compan- 
ion, will see all the action of a quarter-final and a 
semi-final of their choice, plus the final. In addi- 
tion, the highest scoring team each month will win 
a pair of tickets to one of England's World Cup 
qualifying games at Wembley. 


Team Market and Scores 


B - Before transfer period 
A - Altar tnuKfcr perM 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLATED FROM 17 AUGUST- 19 JANUARY; WEBC 23 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 6 JANUARY - 19 JANUARY 
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sport 


Tour tees off in 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Gold Coast, 
Queensland 


If the expectation is that the 
Americans, led by a rampant 
Tiger Woods, will turn them 
over in the Ryder Cup come 
September, it may not be en- 
tirely unsuitable for Europe's 
golfers to be beginning their sea- 
son Down Under. At least they 
wfll set off with hope, or anyway 
at Hope Island, where the John- 
nie Walker Classic tees off to- 


morrow. 

The emergence of not just the 
phenomenon that is Woods, but 
others such as Phil Mickelson. 
Steve Strieker. Justin Leonard 
and David Duval, has certainly 
helped to make the US lour a 
happening place. Greg Nor- 
man. the Nicks, Faldo and Price, 
Ernie Els. Vijav Singh and now 
New Zealand's Frank Nobilo 
have given the Tour an interna- 
tional feel by choosing to play the 
majority of their golf there. 

But that hardly makes the Ry- 
der Cup -a match between two 
teams of 12 players over three 


days and stiD some eight months 
away - a foregone conclusion. 

Since the Great Britain and 
Ireland team gave way to Eu- 
rope in 2979, the biennial match 
has not been about which tour 
is the stronger on either side of 
the Atlantic. The Americans 
found this out the bard way 
when they lost in ’85 and *87; the 
Europeans could not take ad- 
vantage of a stagnating US 
Tour in '91 and ’93. 

‘’ll is one thing to look at 
names on paper." said Bernhard 
Langer, “it’s another to be out 
on the golf course. They said 
that the Americans were 
stronger on paper last time, and 
that we were the underdogs, but 
we won." 

If it is asking too much for 
Scve Ballesteros to concen- 


trate on his Ryder Cup cap- 
taincy duties and regain the 
highest form, or for Jose-Maria 
OlazabaTs rheumatoid arthritis 
to go into remission enough for 
him to resume playing. Langer 
is free of the injuries that led to 
his loss of form last year. 

The broomhandle putter 
with which he swept to victory 
in Hong Kong to close his sea- 


EUROPEAN TOUR ITINERARY 


January: 23-26 Johnme wateer Clas- 
sic (Hope Hand. Queensland]; 30-2 Feb 
Hanehen Classic (The Vines. Perth]. 
February. 6-9 South Afncan Open 
(Qendoaer. Johannesburg); 13-16 Di- 
mension Data (Sun City]; 20-23 Alfred 
DunhiB South African PGA champi- 
onship {Houghton, Johannesburg); 27- 
2 Mar Dubai Desert Classic (Emirates 
Club, Dubai). 

March 69 Moroccan Open (Rabat); 13- 
18 ftxtuguese Open tAruetra): 20-23 
Tuiespaha Masters Maspakxnas); 27- 
30 Madeira wand Open (Campo de 
Gotfe). 

Aprtt 3-6 To be announced; 10-13 US 
MASTERS (Augusta. Georgia); 17-20 1o 
Be Arranged; 24-27 Peugeot Spanish 
Open (La Moreleja 2, Madrid). 

May: 1-4 Itafian Open {Garda Golf, Mi- 
lan); 8-11 Benson and Hedges In- 
ternational Open (The Oxfordshire, 
Thame): 15-18 Alamo English Open 
(Hariiuy Manor); 19-20 Andersen Con- 
sulting European Championship (The 
Buckinghamshire); 23-26 Ubto PGA 
championship (Wentworth); 29-1 June 
Deutsche Bank Open-TPC of Europe 
(TBA). 

June: 5-8 Staley Hail Northumberland 
Challenge iSteley Han. Hatham); 12-15 
US OPEN (Congressional. Bethesdb. 
Maryland): 12-15 TBA; 19-22 Voiw Ger- 
man Open (Schiass Nippenburg. 
Stuttgart): 26-29 Fteugpot French Open 
(National. Paris). 

July. 3-6 Irish Open (Druids Glen, Co 


Wicklow); 10-12 Loch Lomond Wbrfd In- 
vtatlonal (loch Lomond); 17-20 OPEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Royal Troon); 24-27 
Dutch Open (HNeraumsche); 3Utug3 
Scandinavian Masters (Mafrnoj. 
August: 7-10 Chamapol Trophy Czech 
Open (Prague Kartstem); 14.17 US PGA 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Winged Foot, New 
York): 14-17 TBA; 21-24 Smurtt Eu- 
ropean Open (The KCtub, Dublin); 28- 
31 BMW taemabonai Open (GotfPtetz. 
Munich). 

Sept emb er 4-7 Canon European Mas- 
ters (Crane -sur-Serre); 11-14 Lancflme 
Trophy (St Nom to Bretfiche. Paris); 18- 
21 One 2 One British Masters (Forest 
Of Arden); 26-28 RYDER CUP by John- 
nie Waflrer (V W derr arn a, Spain). 
October 2-5 'Linde German Masters 
[Motzener See, Berlin); 9-12 •Toyota 
World Match Play championship (Went- 
worth). Open Novotel ftmer (Medoc, Bor- 
deaux); 16-19 "Alfred Dunhill Cup (St 
Andrews); 23-2600 Pro-Am la Morate- 
(3 1 and 2); 39-2 Nov Volvo Masters 
(Monte Castfflo). 

November 6-9 *SarazBn Work) Open - 
(Chateau Elan, Atlanta); 20-23 '*Wbifd 
Cup of Golf (Nawoh Island, South Car- 
olina). 

January 3988: 3-4 ‘Andersen Coo- 
sutongVUMd cnanvknsHp (Grey Han*. . 
Scottsdale. Arizona) 


•Denotes approved special events 
7b be sctetofeefcAr fiance CbnriasCpen. 
Catalan Open, Austrian Opel. . 


Taylor in the firing line 


The national team have lost 
their last five matches, the cap- 
tain is under increasing pressure 
to justify his position, the se- 
lectors are criticised for their in- 
consistency, the new coach is on 
the defensive and the very struc- 
ture of domestic cricket is be- 
ing reviewed. 

The scenario is strikingly fa- 
miliar but the captain in question 
is Mark Taylor, rather than Mike 
Atherton, the coach Geoff Marsh 
not David Lloyd, the first-class 
competition the Sheffield Shield 
and the team the supposedly 
mighty, confident Australia. 

If Englishmen have become as 
accustomed and as adept at dis- 
cussing the state of their cricket 
team as their equally erratic 
weather, Australians have taken 
the consistency of both for grant- 
ed. When one deviates from 
the norm it is the signal for soul- 
searching from press and public. 

A month ago, after the West 
Indies had been convincingly 
beaten in the first two Tests and 
World Series one day interna- 
tionals, the fear was that a series 
marketed as “The Decider", fol- 
lowing Australia's 2-1 triumph in 
the Caribbean in 1995. had been 
embarrassingly transformed into 
what headline writers took to 
terming “The One-Sider". 

That now has a hollow ring 
to it as the sides prepare for the 
fourth Test which starts in Ade- 
laide on Saturday. The West In- 
dies won the third Test in 


Tony Cozier on the 

sudden state of 
crisis affecting 
Australian cricket 


a lot of experience and calmness 
to the side," Steve Whugh, a vet- 
eran of 84 Tests, said. “He’s got 


the respect of all the players. 
Yet if Taylor continues to fa 


Melbourne in three days and. 
with Curtly Ambrose and Bri- 
an Lara returning to form they 
reeled off eight successive vic- 
tories after losing seven straight 

Momentum has been lost 
again with three successive de- 
feats. including the World Se- 
ries final against Pakistan, but 
that should not count against 
them in Adelaide. The Aus- 
tralians also succumbed to a 
youthful, enthusiastic Pakistan 
team in the World Series and, 
for the first time in 18 years, they 
failed to qualify for the final, a 
shattering blow to both board 
treasury and team morale. 

Australia have now lost 1 1 of 
their last 14 one-day interna- 
tionals. That would be an unac- 
ceptable ratio for England, and 
far less for an Australian public- 
led to believe media hype that 
its team were world champions 
in everything but official title. 

Taylor is a bold and imagi- 
native captain but. as a left- 
handed opener, his form this 
season has been so shocking 
that he considered dropping out 
of the one-day series to return 
to the Sheffield Shield. Pre- 
dictably, Taylor’s men have 
stuck by their leader. “He brings 


Yet if Taylor continues to fail 
in the final two Tests against the 
West Indies and, more espe- 
cially, if Australia lose both 
and, with them, the cherished 
Frank Worrell Trophy, his ap- 
pointment for the tour of South 
Africa that follows and the 
Ashes series in England would 
be in jeopardy. 

The absence of the top play- 
ers on international duty di- 
minishes the quality of the 
Sheffield Shield, the nursery for 
the lest team and. significantly, 
no young batsman has recently 
established himself in the team. 
The Victorian Cricket Associa- 
tion has prepared a paper rec- 
ommending changes that would 
streamline the Shield by reduc- 
ing the number of matches. But 
support has been minimal even 
though there is a growing feel- 
ing that change is needed. 

The former captain Allan 
Border has called the furore 
“wide of the mark". “Any of the 
66 front-line players in the Shield 
could play a Test match or a one- 
day international and not dis- 
grace themselves,*' he stud. So far 
this season, Australia have used 
19 and not all have measured up 
to Bonder’s assessment Aus- 
tralian cricket suddenly does 
not look as healthy as h did at 
the start of the season. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax; 


Around the resorts 


0891 333 110 


SkJcodes: For a fax list of 1 80+ 
resort codes: 0990 100 843 


amsorra 

Arfrtm 

pbi 

AUSTRIA 
Auffach 

Bed GasteJn .. 

BHoftKtoin 

CANADA 


Area last 

open snow 


bur Upp Forecast 
cm cm 


..Hard pad«d tower flown 95% 20(1 
..Some had patted 100% 2011 


75 135 Snowing 
80 130 Wintry 


...Hart packed 100% 21/1 

-Ham base, powdery ewer 90% 21/1 

...Hard base, powdery eouer 90% 21/1 


10 80 Ocudy.snow 

20 40 QoucV.Snw 

30 ISO Cloudy, row 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


I Bl£ WMte .... 
lake Louise . 


..Powderflnaehiiw groomed 99% 19/1 

..AD types of powder/goomed 100% 19/1 


200 220 Sumy speQs 
120 145 Snow flurres 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts 
worldwide; 

0897 500 601 


Sauweue PovwWy up top 

S Chewier Hard oatted iouor down 

Tip**- some new snow 

ITAUT 


95% 20/1 
100 * 20/1 
95% 20 n 


45 25OLrtxan0riaa 
SO 200 &KWW1R 
105 190 UgfKsnow 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 


Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897300 301 


! Cortina .Better on toner slopes 

I Cotrraayeur ......Great at si lewis 

I FMgflria Great al an lewis 

SWITZERLAND 

| St Moritz Crop and (fry 

! VerWer .Marty packed powder 

UNITED STATES 


100% 2Q/1 
100% 2Q/1 
100 % 20/1 


50 130 unseated 

70 250 Overcast 

50 120 fettttrow 


100% 21/1 
75% 21/1 


85 210 Clearing 

50 120 bi pew mil 


1 Copper Mtn Jtow&upackad powder 

Crested Butte.. ..Powderfpacked powder 


98% 15/1 
100% 15a 


SKII 

DRECT 


155 155 CkMV.ro* 
155 195 Marty doucJy 


bUt 


Cals to 0881 aarvto cod Stator Dayana Raa.45ptonaC other Umos-Qdsto 0897 5 bbvcbs cost ETtoto-Cafe to ihh?w«rh«! 
E1-SQm*i«Hefcln« 0990 133 345 
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America’s shadow 


son will remain in the bag, 
which turned up yesterday af- 
ter being lost for 24 hours in 
transit from Los Angeles. Cur- 
rently 36th on the Cup poults 
list, Langer, who has played on 
eight European teams, knows 
that gaining selection again is 
not something to be taken for 
granted. “No, definitely not,” he 
said. 

“It is getting harder to make 
the team every two years. There 
are now more younger, stronger 
players. The depth and strength 
of the European 'four is con- 
stantly improving. Ten to 15 
years ago, we had four, ax, eight 


really good players but the bot- 
tom of the list was weak. Now 


tom of the list was weak. Now 
it is hard to get in the team.” 

Only fhldo can rely on one 
of the two wild card picks, as he 
has done on three of the last 
four occasions, when Ballesteros 
makes bis selections on 1 Sep- 
tember. He has arrived here af- 
ter a week’s fishing in New 
Zealand with Greg Turner, but 
will not play on the European 
four again until after the US 
Open. Then it is likely to be the 
Irish Open and the Loch 
Lomond World Invitational in 
July leading up to the Open at 
Royal Troon. A major champi- 
onship win is the only way of sat- 
isfying his captain’s request for 
the Englishman to qualify au- 
tomatically. 

If there is a reliance on the 
familiar names h is because only 
three of the 11 Europeans who 
have made their Cup debuts in 
the Nineties have played more 
than once. It is time for players 
like Paul Broadhurst and Peter 
Baker to put in a repeat per- 
formance to go alongside pos- 
sible newcomers such as Darren 
Clarke and Lee Westwood. 

Similarly, the four has bad 21 
first- time winners in the last two 
years, some of whom may show 
that they can become multiple 
winners. The turnover of venues 
has also been high recently. 
Collingtree Park has suffered 
the inevitable consequence for 
its greens fiasco last summer and 
the One 2 One British Masters, 
the send-off event before the 
Ryder Cup at Valderrama, 
moves to the Forest of Arden. 

The Midlands venue used to 



BAF has to 
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work for its 





Lottery cash 
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Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Nick Faldo practises his iron play at Hope Island yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


be home to the Alamo English 
Open which now switches to 
Han bury Manor in Hertford- 
shire. The list of sites has tak- 
en time to emerge as they have 
been regularly reappraised. 
There should be no complaints 
- a dangerous statement to 
make when concerned with 
professional golfers - about 
Hope Island, where Faldo and 
Langer will be joined by Colin 
Montgomerie, Ian Woosnam. 
Els, Singh and John Daly. 

Mined out of Queensland's 
Gold Coast, it was designed by 


Peter Thomson. “You can see 
it’s been designed by an ex- 
Open champion,” Mont- 
gomerie said. “It was not a 
question of the four getting 
back on track after last year, but 
there were a ample of hiccups. 
The four has admitted Lhere 
were mistak es and we don’t 
want any more. We must look 
for positives and one of them is 
coming down here to play qual- 
ify courses like this week and 
next week in Perth.” 

Montgomerie, complete with 
a specially designed shaft in his 


Great Big Bertha driver that he 
picked up at the Callaway fac- 
tory after winning the bullion 
Dollar in December, remains 
the man to beat on the money 
list Montgomerie wifi play eight 
or nine times in America, but 
has still scheduled 18 events in 
an attempt to win a fifth Order 
of Merit title. 

“As for being the best player 
not to have won a major yet," 
Montgomery said, “it’s better 
than being the second best." It 
is stfll a tag the Scot will be hell- 
bent on losing this year. 


B ritish athletics, which will sub- 
mit a bid this week for an an- 
nual lottery grant of £5-5ffl> 
may be forced to put its house 
in order before becoming eli- 
gible for die new funding. 

When Peter Radford resigned 

as the British Athletic Federa- 
tion’s executive chairman on 
Saturday, he cited the con- 
straints imposed upon the sport’s 
professional administrators by its 
unwieldy committee system and 
the divergent aims of a Council 
nearly 60 strong. 

Radford became the fourth 
chief executive to have depart- 
ed within the last 15 years, 
rangin g many in the sport to re- 
gard the job as a poisoned chal- 
ice. But Lottery Fund officials 
administering the newly insti- 
tuted World Class Performance 
programme - which wtfl provide 
more r (i an £40m of extra fund- 
ing for sporting bodies and 
competitors in its first year - are 
insistent that applying sports 
should streamline their man- 
agement structures. And there 
have been strong hints in Sports 
Council circles that British ath- 
letics, among other sports, has 
urgent work to do.- 

“If we are committing our- 
selves to giving out significant 
sums of public money, we have 
got the absolute right to ask for 
reassurance that the manage- 
ment structure of a sport is fit 
for the purpose,” said Roy 
Headey, of the Lottery Unit. 

“We have to be sure the de- 
cision-making process is fast 
enough and informed enough. 
If we discover a large council or 
committee which is unwieldy, 
and contains people who are not 
best placed to make decisions 
which move a sport in the right 
direction, we would be within 
our rights to say we would only 
invest on an interim basis until 
weaknesses in the structure 
were sorted out" 

All sports receiving grant? will 
undergo a rigorous examination 
by independent auditors before 


there w)U tie If a 
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eluding Sebastian Coe, Davia 
MoorSoft, Mike Whuungbam 
MdSSukn Foster. The toner 

characterised British athletics 
top job this week as one he 
would not wish on his vM en- 
emy. Perhaps the financia 
leverage the Sports Council 
can bring to bear at this cnticd 
point in British sports funding 
will alter that position. 

Malcolm Arnold, the BAh 
chief coach who is master- 
minding a bid which has been 
well received in draft form, re- 
mained confident yesterday that 
Radford's imminent departure 
would not deter the UK Sports 
Council from acceptance. 

He is seeking £4m this year 
to transform Britain’s coaching 
programme and approximately 
£l_5m of subsistence funding on 
behalf of 3 10 competitors from 
across the athletic disciplines. 

If Arnold’s hopes are fulfilled, 
the sport wiD be able to establish 
a support system to match that 
in place in many other countries 
throughout Europe. Arnold fore- 
sees a new structure which would 
boost the number of full time 
coaches from 10 to 35. 

So far. three sports -swimming, 
netball and rowing - have sub- 
mitted their detailed bids to the 
UK Sports Councfl. which hopes 
to make the first of its subsistence 
grants to competitors in March. 
All grants will be means tested, 
with money being deducted off 
hasic grants when the competitors' ■ 
income surpasses 128,000 per 
annum. However, prize-money up 
to £28.000 wilJ not be part of that 
calculation and any money from 
sponsorship will only be assessed 
at 50 per cent. 
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Campbell 
hits out at 


McGeechan seeks free-thinkers 


Lloyd again 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


The Zimbabwe captain, Alistair 
Campbell, took another verbal 
swipe at the England coach, 
David Lloyd, when his team ar- 
rived in Johannesburg yesterday 
for a triangular one-day series 
against South Africa and India. 

Campbell, dearly still niggled 
by Lloyd’s comments that Eng- 
land had “murdered" Zimbab- 
we in last month’s drawn second 
Test in Bulawayo, said: “I think 
we’ve improved a lot over the 
last 12 months. We had a tough 
apprenticeship in the subconti- 
nent and that stood us in good 


stead against England. 
“All this * We murdere 


“All this * We murdered them 
and they know it’ business is re- 
ally ridiculous coming from a 
grown man. At the ead of the 
day we drew the lest series and 
won die one-dayers 3-0. 

“We've heard a lot about how 
badly they played and about how 


fours of South Africa tend to be 
fiery affairs - battle-scareed 
players with bruised knuckles 
and split eyelids talk eu- 
phemistically about the “phys- 
ical" nature of Springbok rugby 
-so it is entirely appropriate that 
this summer’s Lions party 
should be sponsored by a lne as- 
surance company. Scottish Prov- 
ident have recognised that 
professionalism is here to stay 
by pumping £750,000 into the 
three-Test, 13-match campaign. 

With the South Africans also 
putting their hands in their 
pockets, it will be the most 
nakedly commercial tour in the 
KKLyear history of the Lions: in- 
deed, Ray Wflliams. chairman of 
the Four Home Unions Tours 


Committee, expects the cost of 
the trip to top £lm, with some 
£400,000 going to the 35-strong 
squad, who will be paid on a fiat- 
rate basis irrespective of Test ap- 
pearances or long injury lay-offs. 

StiH the players will earn their 
money; Ian McGeechan, the 
Northampton strategist who wiD 
be coaching a Lions party for the 
third successive tour, believes the 
current South African side to be 
stronger than the 1995 WaridQip- 
winning side. Tra treating the pro- 


gramme as though we're playing 
six Five Nations matches, four Su- 


ax Five Nations matches, four Su- 
per-12 games and three World 
Cup finals," he said yesterday. 

“I have some idea of the type 
of player I want to take and it 
could well be that we have to 
look outside the current Five 
Nations selections.- There is a 
way to play South Africa and we 
need free-thinkers who will be 


positive and not stay in their 
shells. We also need men with 
a hard mental edge because the 
pressure they will face will be 
greater than any other pressure 
they ever experience." 

Even though RobVJainwrighl, 
the Scottish captain and early 
favourite to skipper the Lions, 
was present at yesterday s spon- 
sorship announcement at the 
South African High Commission 
in Trafalgar Square. Ran Cotton, 
the tour manager, was adamant 
his selection panel was not even 
dose to making up its mind on 
the leadership issue. He did re- 
veal an initial squad of 60 would 
be announced next month, from 
which most, if not all, the tourists 
would be drawn. 

“Well meet on 9 February to 
put some certainties down on pa- 
per," the former Lions prop 
said. “It’s good to see Rob back 


fit and playing for Scotland be- 
cause he’s one player with ex- 
perience as an international 
captain. But our choice of leader 
may possibly be someone who is 
not captain of his country; the 
chief criteria are that he can guar- 
antee his Test place and com- 
mand the respect of the squad" 
Cotton said the selectors would 
take “three or four" proven in- 
ternational goalkickeis to Jo- 
hannesburg in May. Given that 
Ncfl Jenkins, the Welsh outside- 
half tinned foil-back, is one of the 
very British players who fall into 
that category, it will be a surprise 
if he is left back home in Pon- 
typridd. And he was in T rafalg ar 
Square yesterday, too. 

■ Rory Underwood has shaken 
off the challenge of teenage wing 
Leon Lloyd and secured a place 
in Leicester's European Cup final 
side against Brive on Saturday. 
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they’ve been railed the worst side 
to leave England's shores but 


Wigan reject 

Rugby League 


Sevens offer Russian couple in control 


to leave England’s shores but 
they just didn’t want to give us 
credit for playing good cricket. 

“We intend logo out and play 
positive cricket against India 
and South Africa. If we do that 
then there is no reason why we 
can’t do very well again, and all 
the guys know that." 

Zimbabwe play one warm up- 
match today under floodlights 
against North West in FochvOle. 
Their first match in the tour- 
nament is against South Africa 
at Centurion Park on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, in Auckland Do- 
minic Cork reported no real 
change to his back complain L 
But England's No 1 bowler will 
have no idea about how the in- 
jury is progressing until he is giv- 
en a fitness test by the 
physiotherapist Wane Morton, 
who said Cork was feeling more 
comfortable and was continuing 
to have treatment on what is 
feared to be tom tissue. 

England travelled from 
Hamilton to Auckland yesterday 
but otherwise had a day off fol- 
lowing their two-and-a-half day 
troundng of Northern Districts. 

Cork will warm up with the 
England squad when they gath- 
er for net practice in Auckland 
this morning - and it mil not be 
until then that be will know 
whether he has a chance of play- 
ing in Friday's first lest against 
New Zealand. The initial diag- 
nosis of Cork's back pain was that 
it seemed serious, but he is re- 
fusing to be pessimistic. 

"rm feeling OK today, but at 
the moment all I can do is wait 
and see how I am at practice.” 
Cork said. 


Wigan have turned down an 
invitation to defend their title 
at the Middlesex Sevens this 
year, writes Dave Hodfietd. 

The first rugby league club to 
compete in the tournament 
struck a propaganda blow for 
the code by beating all-comers 
last season, but they feel that 
their commitments are too 
heavy this lime. 


“ In many ways we regret not 
being able to return to Twick- 
enham," said the Wigan chair- 
man, Jack Robinson, “but we 
are faced this year with the most 
intense programme and are 
determined to go all out to win 
the Super League Champi- 

t. : ** 


Ice Skating 


Russia’s Olympic champions. 
Oksana Griiscnuk and Yevge- 
ny Platov, skated into the lead 
of the ice dance at the European 

Figure Skating Championships 
in Paris yesterday. 

Russian and French com- 
petitors dominated the event, 
sharing the top five positions. 
Angelika Krylova and Oleg 
Ovsiannikov, of Russia, were 


onship. 

HaJif 


Halifax, whose Super League 
match against Wigan would 
have been postponed, had al- 
ready registered a protest 
against the holders taking part. 


second with France's Marina 
Anissma and Gwendel Peizerin 
third. 

Gritschuk and Platov were 
late additions to the Russian 
tram after missing their national 
c * 3 3mpi°nships in December. 

With tomorrow’s original 
dance and the free dance on 
Friday to come, the British 
pamng of Marika Humphreys 
and Phillip Askew are well 
down the field in equal 13th 
place. 
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TODAYS FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unless staled 

MTBBUTIONU. MATCHES 
Italy v Northern baiaod (7.45) 

fw/fctemwj 

Portugal v France (7.45) 

(at Brags) 

FA CHAUENQE CUP 

THIRD ROUND REPIAYS 

Aston V»a v Notts County (7 AS) 

COCA-COW CUP 
QUARTER- FINALS 

Stockport v Southampton (7. 45) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FAST DIVISION 

Stoke v Norwich (7.45) 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

AMrie v Punch 

SECOND DIVISION 

Hamlton v Queen of South 

TMRD DIVISION 

Inverness CT v Queen's Park 

FffiENDL?. Celtic m Bayem MunKh tT-30). 
DR MARTENS CUP TfaM mW BstdOCk TflWI 
v Tonenflga; Salisbury v Weymouth. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST First DMskai 
Ci* second round: EcdesM IBd v Bonwash 
Vfc Profctetfs Cup faerfh rewst BngTowi 
* Osaett Town; Sefby Town v Pontutraa Cri. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE First Division: 
OrtBWnjrch v Eaategh. 

JEWSON SOUTH WESTERN LEAGUE; 
Launceston v Fatmouth. 

JEWSON EASTERN iEUffX Planter DM. 
store woodbnoge Town v Gorteston. 
WMSIDMJEAO KENT IEAGUE Rut DMstore 
Sheppey United * Hythe Unrtad. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First D*- 
vfstoreDVEe Bncgesy Arundel. 


PRESS AM) JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE 
Hynpy v Frasertrurgi. 

WELSH CUP Fowth round replay: Ebbw Vote 
* Adeiyswytfi. 

FAI HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier DL 
vision: Home Farm Everton v Shfp Revere. 
PONTMS LEAGUE Premier DMstore Brrm- 
mfjtam v Blackburn (7.15); Leeds v Bolton 
(7.01: Tranmere v Man Utd f7X»: DertyvNottrn 
Forest (7.0). First Diwaon: Blackooal v Shelf 
UU 17.05: IMdtesbreu0iv West from (7.0). 
Second Dtvtfikxr Wnrtwm v Barnsley (7 JJ) 
York v Mansfield (7.0). Third DMstorn Dar- 
lington v Chestertew (7.0); Doncaster v Un- 
coin (70); RixJJdate v Boiy (7.0); Scunthorpe 
v Wi^n (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMTUMUON Hrst 
DMstoK SnstiX City v Bournemouth: Chart- 
ion v Ipswich ro.GTI: Odta Utd v Bnstoi Remie; 
Portsmouth v Southampton (7.0) 

FA TOUIN CUP TNM Round: crystal palace 
v West Ham rar ftough Lanei. 


WEEKEND POOLS 


■ wr 

■'•-H.SBfe'fltee 


W Cup fourth round 

1 OnmneMm v Swomon , 

2 toaPUMTi « QowapWtokiM 

3 Catow » Sheflwo wee , 

4 Evenun v Braotou f 

SVWrredortvNbddtesoioua, . i 

ret RMwto e Statfum. toasetlirot^i'.'' “* 

6 letoster » ftoraxn , 

7 ten me , OeWWrPMedoi . . ^ J 

s Ponsrmnn v Reeding. 

Atw pleylnj (pot on entreats): FA Cud 

BtwaSbftSi 


Siaatf!faE==- -i 



29 uiatyoodgs v Oow — ? 

30 5tov«iage v Kddemvwu, O 

31 T«fo« , No w re u i,,,, 

ll-nu - - 
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NattonwWo Football LaaOie 
First Division ^ 


Rugby Union 

■ (7.30 unless stared) 

SWALEC CUP Rflh round; BLacHwooduHir- 
waun (7.0). 

INSURANCE CORPORATION LEAGUE Sec 
ond DMatore Wanderers v OCntarf 17.0) 
HART GILMORE POUR COUNTES CHAM- 
PIONSHtP: Shropshire « Greater Brmln^ram 
(arSTvewsoury). 

CLUB MATCHES! Mpsefey v Lou^tauugi 
Students. 


Southend: Swindon v ValB * 


Second Division 

10 Bsekpau y Ml haji 

11 frmeyv Preswi I'”"'"™!,; - J 

Aloe pioyine (not on coupons): Bnr.i r,i! 


Basketball 

BUOWEISBI LEAGUE: Manchester Oante « 
Chester Jets 17.0). 

7-UP TROPHY Quarter-finals second teg: 
Leicester Riders v Bfminpum Bullets (8.0); 
Sheffield Shorts r worthing Busts (7.30). 


Other sports 

BOWLS: Wdrld Indoor Championships (Pre- 
ston). 


fo M D ivision 

12 Banrei v Qa-wuy, .... 

13 teprei v Roe^jo't 

■ 

IS &eier • Ccicftesrer 
17 Uncoki v 

IS Nannanrevin v hantBonor 

GrK-nt 

20 S aremwpe * Fjhwn .. .... 

21 lonsi^jy » Munsvw . 

22 » Swan**, “ ~ 


UnJBomf League 

premier DtvlsioQ 

32 Afteronv Manns , 

33 torrowv Runcom ' .. T 

»£tehvwnsferauid f 

» £ B ’ 9h s? akw: j 

37 v 0u ^eY jf 

g V hncUBtey .-- -f 

38 Gdnibrxtxjgh v Chvioy 

Or Martens Leagne 
g^nter Division 

an To " n v _v 

<0 Attentate v wa n m . cny 5 

« v SaSsoiiy V 

S * Creaey Rnois j 

Scottish Cup 
Thhd Round 

SS!^iSSS,__ , 

^SWj^vDuMeetni, j 

S?” 0a, M n TwadO v HamBlnn; 


V’ . 

’ • 


’ -se-t 
■ 

'--•* ** -4m 

' A 


l»v+ 


a 


-'YOU 




GM VattxhaH Coqferenca 

23 y KayesTT^^ l,Ce 

2A y Hus/yJen ’’ " " " ■ -1 


Thstta V Hwretau wunamoek y Eon 

League 

jsSSSssow*" 1 '' 

JMflWMfc Middies. 



°w ma 









Sa gY 3997 . Tup IKm 

^ iS£ ^5EPEN., 


F has to 
rk for it$ 
tery cash 


US)£) 


.hich will sub- 
mit for an an- 
al of £5 ,5m, 
pui its housj 
^coining cli- 
funding! 
iford resigned 
dchc Federa- 
chainaan on 
ud the con- 
paft iht? spec's 
iDoraiiiniby its 
i'- ^Mtnr : and 
> o’, a Council 

:jc the fourth 
' j depart - 
?«. 15 >cur>. 
i?v *r<:r; :o rc- 
'•‘iNic.cd chai- 
Fur.c 'xiftiaa'.s 
- newly ir.sii- 
; J^crti’rmar.c-.* 

i.‘h bi;! pr^-.’dj 
of extra hird- 
i r-xi^s ar.J 
fi!si vcar - arc 

■•“V* i r* c n r-i . 

/ ‘." j t > , • * 

:c ilisrir tti-tt- 
v* \nd !h'jrc 
Spor.- 
2 i Ur.i.-.!iairi- 

•-p.-r; x ►>£< 
i : 

n*n:i;j ".2 "ar- 
•a: ■ c:7 

i *7C*i ^ 

■jl i : - 

• "i- ■■‘.>7 1* ■ 

i •-• •> ::* 

-■ •• :\.i i 

L'.-.i: 

<’ sl'v . ...•• 
r.'-c •• \. • 
r.r.'. d . r. 

**£•’ ‘ 

* '-4 

Ttt-wr..' _• . • 

Kit- --•> ' ■ 

:H 1-7..' T 
n:'0 l \: ■.:• ' 
v* ■; v- .: - ■■ 

t::v . 

7 •,• J_r 


i- T '• 


loiierv moncn-ic. 

tecwTahe'rjti?^ 

ss^sejai 

The names .if 
suaesw rihavc 
cludm. Seh dsli ,‘ JK 

Moorcre-ii. MikA'i/’^ 
a . nd Brendan F ,M, r h >- 

Cnj raeiL*rivjj bnii.K ^ 

,0 P l°b ih„ u "!’ h ^ 

"nuld nn{ u , v k I 5 "«r 

Cim. pr-rh , nis 

i • r ci |U r * 

‘uxeru'ie th, v r * IIIip . 

P^im in fjr"ivh r 

He , i' , 

. . • • '•-"'IIMII.V; 

. 

J l-.v- : '.1 Ill\ 

-f" -1^ •&*.. 

' • - T "i I'i ; 

n ' n ■ 

S •• : -..v^ 

- 1 • - • 17/J - !v-,. . 

■ ■ ' ■' •.'..I.Ofjv 

' *■ ‘-.Ip >1. ••ij£2 

" • • '■ m >r.4*r K 


. r, 

j-.Jb.'U. 

f* 


■ .PjT 


ree-thinken 


• i. •. ■ \ •ic 


i. . • 


':- :C 


s 1 * • 


*, 'A.l% - 




^ ;/7? '-.Cr.riL-^ 


couple in c 01 ^ 






*js&& 


£* 1 ^ r: ■■■’. 

. :; • cco^ 

src<... 


THE INDEPENDENT ■ WEDNESDAY 22 ,IA N UA RY 1997 


Comyn on trail of 
silver suedehead 



FA CUP COUNTDOWN 


Phil Shaw meets Hednesford's 
ex-Villa man with an eye on an 
Italian's shirt in the fourth round 


T he Iasi ihing Andy Comyn 
wanu to see during Hcd- 
nesford Timms F.\ Cup tic 
ui Middlesbrough on Saturday 
is a silver suedehead disappear- 
ing beneath a red shin. If thul 
happens, it will probably mean 
Fabrizio Ravanelli has scored. 

The moment the fourth- 
round match is over it will be 
a different matter. Comvn. the 
Staffordshire club's 2S-yeur- 
old central defender, hopes to 
have the shin off Ravanelli's 
hack. There Ls going to he “an 
almighty scramble", he pre- 
dicts. to swap synthetic fibres 
with the troubled White Feath- 
er and Boro’s Brazilians. Jun- 
inho and Emerscm. 

Perhaps uniquely for a Vuux- 
hall Conference part-timer. 
Comyn could afford to let his 
colleagues have first go at the 
post -match ritual. Just user six 
years ago. after helping Aston 
Villa to defeat Intcmuzionale in 
the first leg of a Uefa Cup tie. 
he traded tups with Ravanelli's 
fellow Italian international 
A] do Serena. 

UniiJ Hcdnesford knocked 
Blackpool and York off the 
Wembley trail, victory n\-er an 
Inter side which also included 
Jurgen Klinsmann was Lhc high 
point in Comyn 's roller-coaster 
career. It begun with Man- 
chester United, laic in Ron 
Atkinson's reign. A back injury 
and a physics degree forced him 
to forgo the possibility of be- 
coming one of Alex Ferguson’s 
fledglings, just as well since he 
supports City. 


He was with the now- 
defunct Alvcchurch when 
Graham Taylor took him to 
Villa. Four days later, Comyn 
was told Chris Price was unfit. 
He would be at right-back the 
next night. Against Liverpool. 
Marking John Barnes. “My first 
thought was ‘Oh no',*’ he ad- 
mitted. “followed by ‘Oh great’. 

“Barnes turned me inside 
out to score after 2U minutes, 
but he was doing that to the best 
players at that time. I expected 
them to keep giving him the hall, 
hut they didnY I did all right in 
the last 71) minutes and we got 
a draw." 

injury to Paul McGrath 
prompted Taylor's successor. 
Jo Venglos. to bring Comyn in 
against Inter. “We won 2-U and 
I had a five-game run when we 
didn't concede a goal, but 
afterwards 1 was out," he re- 
called. “In other circumstances 
I'd have been knocking on the 
manager's door, hut Paul was a 
legend at Villa." 

Comyn was a substitute when 
Villa succumbed 3-0 in Milan. 
“I remember playing five-a- 
side on the San Siro pitch the 
night before and looking up at 
these stands which seemed to go 
on forever. It was a bit differ- 
ent to Hcdnesford! An hour 
before kick-off we were warm- 
ing up and there were already 
40,000 there. The atmosphere 
was intimidating, but brilliant.” 

After two £200,000 moves, to 
Derby and Plymouth respec- 
tively, came an offer from WesL 
Bromwich Albion last summer. 


Comyn impressed in three First 
Division games on trial, only to 
opt for non-Lcaguc football. 

The attraction was the op- 
portunity to combine a secure 
career in accountancy - he is 
learning the trade in lhc prac- 
tice run by Hednesford's man- 
ager, John Baldwin - with 
playing at what Comyn calls “a 
good standard". He explained: 
“My family thought J was crazy 
and so did my new team-mates, 
hut the chance may not have 
been there when I was 32. 

“I’m enjoying my football 
more now. Because it’s not my 
full-time job it's not on ray 
mind constantly. As a profes- 
sional, if you make a mistake it 
preys on your mind until the 
next game. The manager usu- 
ally says something to you and 
it'll be pored over in the media, 
which can gel you down. 

“There are times when you 
could do with a break for a few 
days, hut you hardly ever get 
one. Now I might be stuck be- 
hind a desk for a week and the 
football is a fantastic release, 
something to look forward to 
like 1 did as a kid. 

“Who's to say I’d have been 
in the Albion team anyway? 
When they played Wolves the 
other week I thought: ’I'd like 
to have been involved in that*. 
Then again they'd love to be 
playing in the fourth round." 

The Cup. in which the Pitmen 
have progressed from the first 
qualifying round in Septem- 
ber. was the last thing on 
Comyn ’s mind when he arrived 



Shirt and Cup tie: Andy Comyn is hoping to add Fabrizio Ravanelli's shirt to his trophies 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


at Keys Park. And if anyone had 
told him he would face anoth- 
er Italian international forward 
before Lhc season was out. he 
might have been inclined to call 
the men in white coats. 

“Ravanelli's ideal for British 
football - big, powerful, scores 
goals, holds the ball up well - 
but I’ve been up against the likes 
of Ian Wright, so I won't be 
overawed. I'm sure that'll be 
true of all the lads. 

“With Boro being bottom of 
the Premiership we don't know 


how many people are going to 
be there. Their farts might Lbmlc 
’We’ll save our money for a lat- 
er round', which could work in 
our favour. For us, itH be a great 
atmosphere come what may. 

“Bryan Robson saw us beat 
York and knows we’re no mugs, 
but they beat Chester 6-0 in the 
last round, so with luck they'll 
be over-confident. When you 
start a match like that, it can be 
hard to change." 

Comyn dismisses the idea 
that Hednesford are in danger 


of regarding the trip to the 
Riverside Stadium as simply a 
lucrative day oul “We had York 
watched three times. The reports 
were spot -on and so were our 
tactics. We’ve done the same 
with Boro. Our chances of win- 
ning may be remote but well try 
to make it hard for them." 

As if the occasion were not 
special enough, the competi- 
tion's endless capacity for un- 
expected reunions means that 
Comyn will be at the heart of 
Hednesford's efforts to frustrate 


the Boro manager, who was the 
ultimate role model during his 
time at Old Trafford. 

He recounts how Robson, 
then captain of dub and coun- 
try, once brought a box full of 
T-shirts from a kit manufactur- 
er into the dressing-room and 
invited the stars truck appren- 
tices to help themselves. The 
rush to Ravanelli could be 
rather more competitive, but 
Comyn, who may spend the 
afternoon up dose and per- 
sonal should have a bead start. 


McCarthy responds to Hamilton’s call Parry rejects imports claims 


Jon McCarthy has been draft- 
ed into Northern Ireland's de- 
pleted squad for today’s friendly 
math against Italy in Palermo. 

The national manager, Bryan 
Hamilton, asked the Port Vhle 
player to fly out to Sicily yes- 
terday morning, after changing 
his mind about calling for 
reinforcements in the absence 
of such leading players as Kei- 
th Gillespie and Neil Lennon. 

“After examining my options 
I dedded I could do with a lit- 
tle bit of extra cover after all," 
said Hamillon, whose squad 
trained for the first time yes- 
terday after their midnight 
arrival in Mondello. 


McCarthy, who has only two 
caps, has been a recent trans- 
fer target for the Leicester 
manager, Martin O'Neill. He 
was due to be joined on the ear- 
ly morning flight by the West 
Ham pair Michael Hughes and 
Keith Rowland after the 
Londoners' 2-0 Premiership 
defeat against Leeds. 

Hamilton was especially 
looking forward to their arrival 
since Arsenal’s Stephen Mor- 
row is the only other Premier- 
ship player in his squad for the 
game which represents the new 
Italian coach Cesare Maldini's 
only chance to assess his play- 
ers before the vital World cup 


qualifier against England at 
Wembley on 12 February. 

Winning over Italy's pas- 
sionate support is will be high 
on Maldini’s agenda. Gian- 
franco Zola, the Italy forward 
now at Chelsea, said: “One of 
our first objectives is to gel the 
supporters closer to the national 
team. There has not been a 
peaceful climate between us and 
the players have felt it Our 
main task is to satisfy the fans. 

"First of all we must play for 
them, then for ourselves. We 
must make the people love the 
Italian side." 

Zola has settled in quickly at 
Stamford Bridge and become a 


firm favourite with the fans in 
a few months. He is complete- 
- ly at ease in his new surround- 
ings. unlike his Italian 
team-mate Gianluca Vialli 

Vialli, however, has pledged 
his future to Chelsea and Zola 
said: “It is not a stormy rela- 
tionship between Luca and 
Ruud Gullit. I have never seen 
them argue. Certainly Luca is 
noL happy on the bench but no 
player in his position would be.” 

Zola added: “I like London. 
I really can live a life as a nor- 
mal person with my family. My 
relationship with the fans is one 
of the most pleasing things in 
ray English experience.” 


Rick Parry, chief executive of 
the Premier League, has denied 
that the Bosnian ruling on free- 
dom of movement for players 
has damaged the English game. 

Parry dismissed reports that 
the post-Bosman influx of for- 
eign players would undermin- 
ing the chances of homegrown 
players making an impact as 
“scare mongering" and said that 
the Premier League had the 
lowest percentage of foreign im- 
ports of any major European 
top division. 

“We need to get the impact 
of the Bosnian case into some 
sort of perspective, "said Parry, 
before a meeting of the Uefa 


Breakdown of foreign imports ta top division a# 
irotfor Enropean countries 


Country Players 

Spain 484 

Germaqp 399 

Portugal —502 

Italy 508 

France— 407 
England -—740 


Other EU 

33 (6J3%) 
93 (23.3%) 
24(4.8%) 
44 {& 7%) 
24 (5.9%) 
65(8.8%) 


107 (22.1%) 140 (28.9%) 


16(4%) 


109(273%) 


113 (223%) 137 (273%) 

51 00%) 95 (18.7%) 


51 (12.5%) 
28(33%) 


75(ia4%) 

93(12.6%) 


working party formed after the 
1995 European Court ruling, 
when European football's gov- 
erning body was forced to scrap 
the three plus two ruling on non- 
national players appearing in 
dub teams, with no restrictions 
on European Union nationals. 

“The situation on foreign im- 
ports in the Premier League is. 


RACING RESULTS 


SPORTING DIGEST 


LEICESTER 

UXh 1. HUHMNTE (A P McCoy) 1&14 
2. Mwitmore Towers 5-2: 3. Penrose Lad 
15-2. 12 ran. 10-11 fav Eagtes Rest ( 6 U 1 ). 
9. m. IG BsMng). Totwr 00.90: 0.90. 
£1.50, £1.90. Dual Forecast: £15.90. Com- 
puter Straight F 0 fBC®U E32£0. Tna ES.1D. 
Non Runner: Honest Daw. 

UO: i- SPECIAL BEAT IMr C VcflWs) 8 - 
1; 2. Edradon Ban 5-2 eo tar, 3. Sym- 
phony's Son r-L 13 ran. 5-2 co tos t«c*ne 
Bay (puBed upj & Award (ten. 2 ■*. 7. (N Hen- 
derson). Tote £1100: £3.00. £L30. £220. 
DF: £30.90. CSF: £28.71. Tncc WO. 50. 
2.00:1. FLEET CADET (G Supple) 54tov; 

2. Indian Tempta 9-1; 3. SB 0 Rty Specie! 

12- 1. 11 ran. 4. VI:. (M Pipe). Tote £2.50: 
£1.10. £1.20. £2-20. DF: £17 JO. CSF: 
£13-16- Tncasc £103.84. Tin £4220. Non 
Runner: Scottish Wediflng. 

220 : 1 . BEHDOit 1 IHRK (A P McCoy) 10- 
1 ; 2 . Yeoman Warrior 16-1: a CM He Hu- 
er 2-1 lav; 4. Maestro PWd 8-1. 17 ran. 
2.20 (M WiUunson). Tote £10.30; £3.00, 
£3.10, £1.50. £2-30. DF; £105.40. CSF: 
£164.89. Trcasc £425.92. Tike £54,60. Non 
Runner: Royal Saxon. 

3.00: 1. HENRtETTA HOWARD «5 HoRm) 
14-1: 2. (smeno 10-1: 3. Stiver Standard 
10-1: 4. Cassto’s Boy 10-1. 17 ran. 4-ljt 
few Garaiyba (ten) A Eutogy. 1 %. Z (Mrs D 
Hatrei. Tote £27.50: £3.40, 1330, £2120. 
£4.10. DF; £146.50. CSF: C35L32. Incase 
£1.392.14. TrtK £223.00. 

3-3tt L 3UNQS8Y (A Thornton) 3-1; 2. 
Undo AJgy 20-fc 3. Super Ritdnrt 20-1. 
10 ran. li -s fav Three PMosophere Hett). 7. 

3. (N Gasetaej. Tote £3.10; f UO. £4.30. 
£3.20. DF: £53.40. CSF: £51.17. Trio: 
£90.20. 

4L00: 1- SANMARTMO (A MagJBB) B-15 
tan; Z Wgji In The Ootid* 20-1: 3. Moon- 
act 9-4. 16 ran. I t:. 4. fD Ncholson). Tote 
£1.60; £1.00. £7 30, £1.10. DF: £49.60. 
CSF: £19.72. Tno: £32. 7 a NRs: Chcus Star. 
l* 8 We& Red Oarer, 
ptacepot £220 .80. Quadpot £25.50. 
Place & £258.13. Place 5: £113.61. 

UNGF1ELD 

i wv jl raw) (Angela Gattnorel 4-z; z 
Altaian Dancer 9-1; 3. Madonna da Rossi 
8 -L 11 ran. 100-30 fav Bateson. 4, Yh. 
(Mias Gay Kenewavt. Tote £6.90: £2.00. 
£3.4a £160- DF: £fil-9a CSF: £35.76. Tp- 
raa £215.67. Tno: £39. 6 a 

UOs V PERSIAN CONQtSST (J WteavH) 

13- 8; Z GMapbn evens tar, 3. ZalM 12 - 
1 B ran. 1 & iR irwam). Tote £Z30; £15ft 
£120. DF: 0.60. CSF: £337. 

220 : 1 .AS 4 SCJ Weaver) 3-1:2. Our Kmfci 
100-30: 3. Taomo 11-4. 5 ran. 2-lfav Mash 
Mangold (4iht. 5. 6 . {M Johnston). Tote 
£4.50; £2.60. £2-00- DF: £430. CSF: 
£12.06. NR: Masterstnahe. 


230: J. QUET ARCH U BramMO 4-1 fav; 
Z Steamroller Stanly 9-2; 3. Sweet Sup- 
postal 16-1. ID ran. 3. U. (W Miw). Tote 
£4.70: £12a £250. £ZB0. DF: ISjBO. CSF: 
£2038. TncasU £23991 Trio: £8&60. 

3JZ0: 1 . COUNTLESS TIMES (J WBsnsonl 
3-1 fav, Z Mirror Four Sport 9-1; 3. 
SperUng Edge 13-Z 9 ran. 6 , IVc (W Mull). 
Tote £3.00: £ 220 . £3.60. £2.60. DF: 
£24.70. CSF: £29.48. Tncaa £155.11. TriK 
£65.00. 

330: 1. BROUGHTONS FORMULA (D R 
McCabe) 10-1: 2 . Random Kindness 7-1; 
3. Star Ra£a 9-4 fav. 7 ran. I. 5. (W Mus- 
sonj. Tote £1230; £3.40. £4.60. DF: 
£73.70. CSF: £7186. 

430: X. INTO DEBT (A McCanriy) 33-1: 
Z HawaK Storm 10030 tav; & Rhrer Sebie 
9-L 11 ran. Sht-hd, 3‘h. Uflmte PmJton). 
Tote £62.20; £1030. £1.10. £3.40. DF: I 
042.90. CSF: £13L4 7. Tncast: £790.05. 
Tiw £8330. 

Placepoe £557.00. Quadpob £9830. 
Place 0 : £62596. Place B: £177.40. 

MARKET RASEN | 

LID: L. NIGHT DANCE IA S Smnhl 11- I 
2; Z Toby Brawn 30-1; 3. Newts Star 33- 
3, 19 ran. 2-1 fw HcneyEtiinca 'h, X'h. IK 
Morgan). Tote £5.10: £290. £ 11 . 10 , 
£8.60. DF: £711.10. Trw: nrf won ipool of 
£32098 id Ungbekl 3.40 May). 

140: L ORCUS UKE (PCartenyi 2-1 fK 
Z Isaiah 16-1; 3. GtemaSy 20- L. 14 ran. 
Z 7.. (M WBostefty). Tote £3.80; £1.60. 
£4.50, £590. DF: £25. CXI CSF: £34.45. Tn- 
cast: £50333. Tno: £111.60. 

230: i. BANNTOWN BBX (D Walsh) 6 - 
1 ; Z Can Die Shots 4-1 lav; 3- Change The 
Reign 14-Z 30 ran. 4. 22 . (M Pipe)- Tote 
£9.40: £2^40. £190. £3.10. DF: £19.50. 
CSF: £2997. Tricasc £301.96. True £8230. 

Z40: X. KAMIKAZE |C 0 T>wyer) 6 - 1 ; Z 
Monymoss 7-2; 3. Mss OptMst 100-30 
fav. 14 ran. 1L 2. fK BaUey). Tote £830; 
£1.80. £1.40. £1.70. DF: £83a CSF: 
£26.05. Tte £42.60. 

3.10: L SPSKND (R Johnson) 9-1; Z 
Pence Lent 6 - 1 ; 3. Dankatari 13-8 fav. IS 
ran. 64.(0 Nthofcon). Tote £11-70: £3.50. 
£230. £1.70. DF: £25.60. CSF; £559L Trio: 
£32.70. 

3^0: JL NETHERBY SAD (R Simple) 7- 
4 fan z Marble Man 9-1: 3. Aladeer 3-L 
10 ran. 4. Z fP Beaumont). Tote £290; 
£130, £290, £130. DF: £17.00. CSF: 
£18.20. Tncast: £44.16. Trio: £13.10. 

430c L INVERCARGILL ( D Meman) 10- 
1; Z Noble Tom 16-1: 3. ASaande 8-Z 15 
ran. 7-4 fav Jessica One <40ii- V*. 17i. 1 C 
Marai). Tote £21.60: £4.70. £430. £2.70. 
DF: £156.60. CSF: £182, Oa NR; SunswortL 
Jackpot: £9,63890 (pan wen, pool uT 
£12354.07 to Ungletd May). 

PtecepoC £69.10. Quadpot: £690. 

Place S: £85.43. Place B; £11.71. 


McRae out of the race 


Rallying 

Tommi Makinen, the world 
champion, took command in the 
Monte Carlo Rally yesterday as 
-Colin McRae crashed out. 

Brilliant driving on wet, 
sometimes icy, conditions in the 
Vcrcors mountains enabled the 
Finn to take first place from Lhe 
overnight leader, Carlos Sainz 
of Spain. After four of the 
penultimate day's six timed 
stages, Makinen, in a Mitsubishi 
Lancer, was 13 seconds ahead 
of Sainz’s Ford Escort. 

McRae, who had dropped to 
fourth place overall after hitting 
a snowdrift on Monday, went off 


the road again in yesterday's 33- 
kilometrc first stage from St Jean 
en Royans to La ChapeUe en 
Vercors. Britain’s 1995 world 
champion broke the rear left 
suspension and damaged the 
steering of his Subaru Impreza. 
He finished the stage but was 
more than 24 minutes behind his 
team-mate, Piero Liatti of Italy, 
who recorded the best time. 

“We hit a patch of ice on my 
side and went off into the snow- 
bank," McRae said. “We lost of 
a lot of time to get the car out. 
We managed to finish the stage 
but the front left steering arm 
was broken and it was impossi- 
ble to continue.” 


Americas football 

Dick Venn©!, who stopped coaching 15 
years ago when he resided from the 
Philadelphia Eagles in 1982. has ac- 
cepted a five-year contract to coach the 
St Louis Rams. 


Basketball 

EUROPEAN CUP Ftavt round sooond log: 
Saratov (Rusl 68 London Town 6 a t&tra- 
tov win 243-138 on aggl. 

'oriv95 
ddirta 
LALah- 
Jerssy 
Oew- 






Bowls 

SAGA WORLD BBOOR CHAMPMMSW’S 
(Preston) Pairs first round: R Come and G 
Robertson (SCO) M G Jones and G WUtarns 
(Wales i 7-6 7-2 7-5: H Dufl and D Gourtay 
(Sco) tn C Richmond and T Woods (Sco) 4- 


Russians foil Towers 


BastotbaB 

Despite forcing a 68-68 draw in 
the second leg of Lheir tie 
against Autodor Saratov in 
Moscow last night, London 
Ttowcrs failed to reach the last 
16 of the European Cup by just 
five points on aggregate, writes 
Richard Thy lor. 

Ibwershcld a five-point lead 
towards the end of the first half 
at 27-22, but they paid a high 
price for a technical foul against 
Danny Lewis, who was benched 
for the rest of the period, al- 
lowing Saratov to lead 35-34 at 
the break. 

With just five minutes left. 
Towers, trailing 75-70 from last 


week's first leg at Wembley, 
were 60-50 down before an in- 
spired 15-3 run capped by a Paul 
Dcppisch three-pointer and a 
dunk from Joe Hooks put them 
65-63 ahead. 

Ginlaras Eioikis scored a 
basket and a free throw to put 
Saratov one point ahead on Lhe 
night and six dear on aggregate, 
but veteran AJan Cunningham 
made a three-pointer with 22 
seconds on the clock, putting 
London another Ihree-pointer 
away from forcing overtime. 

However, they woe denied by 
Sergei Maltsev,’ who scored two 
free throws after being fouled to 
tic the game and put Saratov 
through 143-138 on aggregate. 


7-6 2-7 7-6 6-7 7-6. Stnghra IM round: 
G Hariow (Eng) bt K Kerkaw (Aus) 7-6 7-5 7- 
3; R Brassey (NZ) tat I ToyWr (Ausj 7-5 7-3 
7-2; M McManon (Ausi bt K Schochte (NZ> 
7-2 7-0 7-0; T Allcock (Ene) tat A UWcti 
(Guernsey) 2-7 7-4 7-0 7-1. 

Cricket 

Gloucestershire could now be without 
their captain, Courtney Walsh, until mid- 
June. wash, the West Indies captain, 
may be on international duty against In- 
dia and Sri Lanka, who are touring. That 
would delay the fast bowler's return to 
Gloucestershire until 17 June, missing 
almost two months of the Championship 
and one-day competition. 

The Indian pair Saurav Ganguly and 
Panka) Dharmaru have been fined 25 
per cent of their march fee after they 
were charged by the march referee, 
Barry Jarman, with bringing the game 
into disrepute and attempting to in- 
timidate an umpire on the final morn- 
ing of the drawn Test march against 
South Africa. 

Brian McMillan, the South African all- 
rounder, has been ruled out of the tri- 
angilar one-day series with India and 
Zimbabwe because of an inflamed 
tendon at the back of his left anMe. He 
agyavated the problem Airing the fi- 
nal test against India and is replaced 
in the 14-man squad by Craig 
Matthews. 


Football 

Christian Ziege, the Bayern Munich de- 
fender, is to join Milan at the end of the 
season. The 24-year-old had been fated 
with Arsenal and Liverpool. 

Porfrio, the We& Ham wmgei; and 
the Celtic striker Joige Cadete are both 
included in the Poniu&l squad to face 
France m a friendly match in Braga 
tonight. 

Kasey Keller, the Leicester City goal- 
keeper, has been named as runner-up 
in the US Player of the awards. The 
American striker Eric Wynalda won the 
awaid for the second time in his careen 

FA OVUM PREMERSHH* AND NKflOMMDE 
FBST DIVISION SUSPB48I0NS; Semtep oft 
D Dublin (Coventry) A matches from end of 3 
matches. C Btedunora (M«kfle&reugh) 1 
match from 26 Jon. D BaOramp (Arsenal) 3 
matches from S Jan. J AkMdp* (Tranmaro) 2 
matches from 28 Jan. 21 penalty pataWK D 
WattaraM (Leeds) 2 matches from 25 Jen. M 
K eo — lAnonafl 2 marches from 25 Jan. C 
CaMaranod (Tottenham) 2 matches from 26 
Jan. J SmSti (VStotverhampion) 2 matches from 
1 Feb. L O'Brian fTanmero) 2 matches tarn 
38 Jan. K Ready iQPRI 2 marches from 28 Jan. 
S Massey (Oeford United) 2 matches trom 39 
Ja n. T W aMrtmton (GnmeOy Town) 2 match- 
es (run i 26 Jan. 



m my view, a very healthy mix," 
Party said. “Out of 740 regis- 
tered professionals, we current- 
ly have 65 non-UK players from 
the EU and 28 from outside. Hie 
suggestion of much higher num- 
bers is made by continuing to 
count the traditional presence of 
Scots, Irish and Welsh player* as 
if they were foreigners." 


4194; 89 P Wtftt (Sou 37.33; M D Red (Sow 
3398: 99 H Wadsworth -Wan 32.63. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: St LOUIS 6 New Yam Isteders 4; wasnlng- 
ran 3 Boston 3; Buffalo 2 Cheago 1 ; Harriotts 3 
Toronto 1; Montreal 4 Oetrort 1 : Colorado 4 Hon- 
da 2; Vancouver 6 San Joee L 

Ice skating 

BJR 0 NUI CHAMPKM9WS (Barra, Parts): tea 
daoea (after compubory dancaafcl 0 GnoduK 
aru Y Ptatra 0 tai 0 l4; 2 A lUynw and a owarv 
nw IRus) 03; 3 M Anfesna and G Peoerat (Frt 
U 6 4 S Momooe ant P Imnchy (Ft) 19; S I 
Lotechew and I h/abuto (Rus) ZO: 8 1 Romanova 
and l VtarosnertKo mat 2.4. British: 13 M 
Hiccpnroys and P AO<m 5.4. 

Rugby League 

Warrington, having lost of Mark Hilton, 
their prop forward, for most of the com- 
ing season, now fear that Dates Mead, 
another prop, has tom Knee ligaments 
and could mtes the campaigns as well. 
Sales Finau, normally a centre, will play 
prep in The friendly at Halifax on Friday. 

Rugby Union 

Bath have appointed Ttifty Swift as their 
new chief executive in a boardroom 
shake-up that will see the former Eng- 
land wing work alongside Bath's mul- 
ti-millionaire financial backer Andrew 
BrownswortJ and the former chief ex- 
ecutive Ed Good alt as part of a three- 
man management team. Brownsword 
becomes board chairman, while 
GoodaR's new role will be accourrts- 

CLUB MATCH: RAF 19 (Word Uiuuaaiy 15. 

Snooker 

Doug Mountjoy, the Welshman who re- 
tires from the pro circuit at the end of 
the season, was beaten 10-1 in recott 
time by the Scottish teenager Alan Bur- 
nett in the seventh qualifying round of 
the Embassy World championship at 
BtacfcpooL BumetTS victaywas the quek- 
est of The Tournament at lhr 46mm. 

Sumo 







WHEN YOU C/UE UP SMOtC/WG~ 


m BBT w mPYOOR UMDSgtKY-l l K£EP MINE BUSY BYKN/WM*.. 










sport 

Toshack 
targeted 
by club 
inquiry 


Dcportivo La Coruna have 
opened disciplinary proceedings 
against their manager. Jonh 
Toshack, with the Welshman 
accused of insulting fans who 
criticised him for substituting 
the midfielder Rivaldo against 
.Athletic Bilbao on Sunday. 

“Although [people} were very 
angry in the stadium, the 
coach’s attitude cannot be for- 
given and must be criticised." 
said the Deport ivo president, 
Augusio Lendoiro. who had 
tried to calm his players and 
coach aL half-limc- 

Ibshack insisted yesterday 
he was not considering resign- 
ing and that he hoped the hear- 
ings would clarify the incident. 

“My insults and gestures were 
aimed’ only and exclusively at a 
section of the crowd that feels 
that I am the only one to blame 
for what happens at the club." 
he said. ”I've put up with insults 
for a long time, but the reaction 
was not normal for me." 

The incidents are the latest 
in a series of clashes between 
Toshack and the Riazor crowd 
since his arrival at the club last 
season. Fans were especially in- 
censed by his decision to drop 
Bebeto. and blamed loshuck for 
the striker's subsequent move 
back to Brazil. 

For his parti Toshack has 
blamed Lendoiro for buying the 
wrong players and not spending 
enough on training facilities. 
Earlier this year he said he did 
not expect to continue at the 
club when his contract expires 
in June. leading to speculation 
he may return to Britain. 

Supporters replied swiftly by- 
daubing the Riazor ground in 
anti-Toshack graffiti. Toshack 
has also come under fire from 
Rafael Martin Vazquez. The 
former Spanish international 
midfielder is one of many play- 
ers in Deportivo's gifted squad 
who believes he is not selected 
often enough. 

In Belgium, the national 
coach, WUfried Van Moer, has 
been sacked after nine months 
in charge and replaced by 
Georges Leekens, who leaves 
the First Division leaders 
Mouscron. 

Van Moer was dismissed 


last month and also because of 
communication problems with 
players and the media. Van 
Moer was initially praised for his 
no-nonsense approach but was 
later criticised for what was per- 
ceived as a surly attitude to- 
wards players and reporters. 


bt H«onoun (3-7): Kero® (4-6) w Tosanoum 
(5-51; Muttioma (4-6i M TarruKwiga £3- 7): Ah ■ 
nostvna (4-6 p tat Aeatvyuaka (3-7); Koiotefrio 
(3-7) M Tahanonann i4-6i: Musasnmwu ilCUJi 
M Mntaslusni (4-6); Watercnaru (10-0) M too 
(4-6 >: Aketrono (10-0) M Tnftauxiu (7-31; 
Tatenohana ( 8-21 u ArarawoU (37). 

Tennis 

Vladimir Sawda, trie Crech Davta Gup 
team captain, has peted Ben Korta, Bo- 
hdan Utfivach, Jui Novak and Martin 
Damm to fece India in the first round of 
the World Group from 7-9 February. Le- 
ander Paes, the Olympic broree medal- 
fist. Jore Mahesh Bhupathi, Susheet Maria 
and Nitln Kktane in the mtfia squad. 
AUSIRAIIAN OPEN (MriMmTW) Haifa staCles 
ouarte4tealKC Moya (SplHF MANTILLA (Spi 
7-5 6-2 6 - 7 32; M CHANG (US) tat M MOS lOOei 
7-5 6-1 <34. 

Man - * dooHas qaanar-flnalas M WOODFORDE 
and T WOODBRIDGE lAuU M » DAMM id Rep) 
and A OLHOVSKIT (Rue) 6-3 *3 6-1 R LEACH 
and J STARK (1181 bt £ FERREIRA iSAl and P GAL- 
BRAITH 0JS1 7-5 2-6 6-1 7-6. 

Womb's abqpra quarteeflaeiK A COETZER fSAj 
M K PD (USl 6-4 6 - 1 ; M Pieroa (Frt M 5 APPEL- 
MANS (Bell 1-6 6-4 6-4. 



Mixed double* saeand maud: N Braaiko ana 
J Eagle (Ausj bl A Deeds wroe-BaVerol (Fri and j 
Grace IUSI 6-3 6-0; I Spines (Rorot ore D John- 
son (USl fit L DAWNPOfiT (US) and G COMNEU 


(Can) 7-6 4-6 6-4. 


’ (US) and G CONNELL 
Seats In cwuufc 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

35m 


The worldwide television au- 
dience expected to watch Sat- 
urday's Heineken European 
Cup final between Leicester 
and Brive at Caniiff Arms Park. 
Organisers anticipate 86 
countries, including India, 
Saudi Arabia and Russia, will 
broadcast the game. 
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Nicobrevin is available from 
larger 'Boots the Chemists' 
& local Chemists. 
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The Tour tees off 

Faldo and Co look to strike gold 
in Queensland, page 24 


Ravanelli says 


Boro move 


was mistake 


Football 


MARK PIERSON 


Fabrizio Ravanelli has admitted 
for the first time he may have 
made a mistake in joining 
Middlesbrough, and his 
remarks to the" Italian media are 
bound to anger the Premier- 
ship's hortom club. 

Bryan Robson, the Boro man- 
ager, last week ordered the out- 
spoken former Juvemus player to 
stop making critical public com- 
ments about the club. But Ra- 
vanelli continued his tirade against 
Middlesbrough when he joined 
the Italian squad in Palermo, 
preparing for the match with 
Northern Ireland tonight. 

Gianluca ViaUi yesterday 
committed himself to Chelsea 
but his former team-mate in 
Turin is still at odds with his dub. 
Ravanelli said: “The difference 
between me and Vialli was that 
he was heading towards the 
end of his contract at Juventus 
and had time to think about 
what he was doing. I only bad 
a few days and my transfer to 
Middlesbrough arrived sud- 
denly. Perhaps if I had seen cer- 
tain things beforehand I would 
have chosen differently.*’ 

Ravanelli, who was sent off 


ai the weekend, also criticised 
Middlesbrough's lack of man- 
power when the squad was 
decimated over Christmas by Al- 
ness and injury. 

He said: “Wfe fed so few play- 
ers we bad to field our coach 
Bryan Robson, who is 40. Can 
you imagine what would have 
happened in Italy, for example, 
if Carlo Ancelotti had come on 
the field for Parma?” 

Ravanelli has confirmed he 
will stay at Middlesbrough un- 
til the end of the season and he 
has already been linked to a 
number of Italian dubs. The 
chairman, Steve Gibson, is 
adamant the Italian will see out 
his contract until 200 0, but the 
relationship between dub and 
player is dearly breaking down. 

Ravanelli said: “I am an hon- 
est person and it would not be 
good to go away right now. I still 
have not chosen a new side. I 
am happy at the moment with 
my scoring record of 19 goals in 
League and cup matches. In 
England as in Italy work pays 
off. But in Italy it would be im- 
possible to have three days off 
after losing a match.” 

The Manchester City manag- 
er, Frank Clark, made a double 
bid for Dalian Atkinson and the 
Czech international '\feclav Ne- 


Mill wall forced to call 
in administrators 


MiilwalJ have called in admin- 
istrators to try' to Slave off the 
threat of closure after shares in 
the Second Division dub’s hold- 
ing company were frozen at just 
four pence each. 

A statement from Millwall 
Holdings and Football Club 
yesterday revealed that the 
dub’s board of directors had 
“decided to seek an adminis- 
tration order in order to facil- 
itate the reconstruction and 
refinancing of the company". 

The administrators will run 
the club's business and protect 
it from creditors while the board 
tries to sort out its situation. 

The MiUwall chairman, Peter 
Mead, yesterday tried to reas- 
sure fans and investors over the 
future of the dub by promising 
that the refinandng package 
would place MiUwall on a 
firmer financial footing. 

“We are looking to refinance 
the club and simply asked the 
Stock Exchange to suspend the 
shares, as we are required to do 
so by law, in order to cany it 
out,” he said. “We built this sta- 
dium [the New Den} and 
geared up the club for Premier 
League football. We failed to 
achieve that objective and sad- 
ly last year we were relegated. 

“Equally sadly, the costs of 
running the club as a Premier 
dub remain. What we have been 
doing in the past, to your disap- 


pointment and mine, is to sell 
players to make up for this short- 
fall in our income against our 
Premier League expectations. 

“What we have now decided 
to do is a once-and-for-all re- 
organisation and refinancing 
package to mean that we won't 
have to cany on selling all our 
best young players just to cov- 
er losses, but to strengthen the 
club to achieve our ambitions." 

Former MiUwall chairman 
Reg Burr also expressed confi- 
dence that the difficulties would 
be resolved. “It’s obviously a 
very critical situation but I don’t 
believe for a moment that it’s 
complete doom and gloom." 

Another Second Division dub 
in trouble, Peterborough, who 
have debts reported to be in the 
region of£Z5m. are expected to 
confirm Peter Boizot, founder of 
the Pizza Express chain, as their 
new owner tomorrow. 

The club’s manager. Barry 
Fry. who took over at London 
Road last May, said that his 
planned purchase of the share- 
holdings of former chairman Alf 
Hand and chief executive Chris 
Turner never went through. 

“There were a lot of prob- 
lems as we started looking into 
the financial side of the club and 
I have concentrated oq getting 
things right on the field of 
play," Fry said. 

Mill wall collapse, page 19 


mecek last night. Atkinson is in 
a pay dispute with the Turkish 
champions, Fenerbabce, and 
hopes he can move for nothing. 
The former Aston Villa and 
Sheffield Wednesday striker 
joined City for training yesterday 
while Fifa, football’s world gov- 
emingbody, tried to settle the dis- 
pute. He has been on trial 
recently with PSV Eindhoven. 

Clark has also flown in the 
versatile Nemecek, who is 30 
this week and made two ap- 
pearances in Euro 96. Nemecek, 
capped more than 60 times, has 
been playing with Serveue 
Geneva alter making his name 
with Sparta Prague. City can 
sign him for a nominal fee, with 
Clark earmarking the experi- 
enced player as a centre-half in 
a revamped defence. 

Manchester United have 
been struck by another injury 
blow, with Rotiny Johnsen ruled 
out for three weeks with a ham- 
string strain. Alex Ferguson 
could be forced to step up his 
efforts to sign a new defender 
as the manager finds himself 
without two of his three first- 
choice centre-backs. Johnsen 
limped out of Saturday' s win at 
Coventry on the day David 
May had an hernia operation 
which sidelines him for the 
next five weeks. 

Nottingham Forest's care- 
taker manager, Stuart Pearce, 
will decide later this week 
whether he wants to make the 
step up to full-time player- 
manager. “There is still a lot to 
be discussed and considered," 
said Pearce, who has been of- 
fered a three-and-a-half year 
deal worth between £2m and 
£3m, depending on results. 

Birmingham’s talented mid- 
fielder Paul Tait has handed in 
a transfer request, claiming he 
is not wanted at St Andrews. 
The 25-year-oW, who joined the 
club straight from school nine 
years ago. is believed to be a tar- 
get for Sunderland, Derby 
County, Stoke City and the 
German club 1860 Munich. 

Crystal Palace have agreed an 
undisclosed fee with Arsenal for 
defender Andy Linigban. The 
34-year-old Gunners centre- 
half will discuss personal terms 
with Dave Bassett, the Palace 
manager, today. 

Richard Gough, who an- 
nounced last October that he 
was to leave Rangers at the end 
of this season alter a decade at 
the club, is to continue his foot- 
ball in America’s Major League 
with Kansas City Wiz. The 
Rangers captain, who will be 35 
in April, had also attracted in- 
terest from Sheffield Wednes- 
day and Southampton. 

Bristol City have banned 15 
spectators for life for their part 
in the rioting after City's 1-1 
draw with local rivals Bristol 
Rovers at Ashton Gale in De- 
cember. City will today face a 
Football Association discipli- 
nary hearing into the riot. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 3202. Wednesday 22 January 


By AquOa 


Tuesday’s Solution 



CjQJCJpjUUnU HQUSHD 
m u n u o a b 
0Q0SCM0H 0QQHB0 

□ u a e a q a 

IMH0H0EH HUL3HSC] 
BBQOaHSD 
BDQanraniDBia 
HBDHEIHHE 
QBQDCJBniOClB 

uinuaaamn 

BDtriUUQ QCinDDQBCd 

Baa a 0 a a 
QdQOQa ananaoBB 
a 0 a e a a e 

@000130 000DQD0B 



ACROSS 25 

I Athens medley-race (6) 

4 Do local magistrates sit 27 

on one? (3-5) 

10 Sony hike around area of 28 
open valleys ( 9) 

II Principal route of liquid 29 

oxygen carrier? (5) 

12 Goes out with wo identi- 30 
cal notes in quarters (41 

13 Devotee of Austen's hit 

novel (9) 1 

15 He is one l (7) 2 

16 Small screw fined to 

cone-shaped candlestick 3 

161 

19 Perfect example of end- 5 

less melancholy in Eng- 
lish composer (6) “ 6 

21 Foot-faults called in 

British matches (7) 

23 Paying bill on leaving { 10) 7 


Expedition as far as an- 
cient dty (4) 

Wood used for marine a 
mast? (5) 

Carry away Irene, a bit 
drunk (9) * 

No easv money, this! 
(4,4) 

Protest against goal (6) 


DOWN 

Coward's pollenosis (3,5) 
Nervous about match in 
plantation (9) 

Energy 1 by sea movemenL 
can bring affluence (4) 
Leftover cheese-spread 
for old doctors (7) 
Money tied up. in the 
name of Shaw's captain 
( 10 ) 

Bellini's girl of Roman 
extraction (5) 


8 Shape of toast (6 \ 

9 Songster allowed around 
tavern |6) 

14 Homiletics, unexpectedly, 
in the middle of the 
Slone Age? ( 10) 

17 Church-leaders, terribly 
cool, consumed what is 
sold in bars (9) 

18 Tlireen is brought out - 
no longer hungry? (8) 

20 Counts detachments of 
soldiers (7) 

21 Britain bearing old 
queen's flag (6) 

22 Sailor comes up with 
money all round this part 
of Algiers (6) 

24 Dizzy with rum (5) 

26 Poet goes over some 
dreary material (4) 
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FA Cup Countdown 

The pit village defender chasing 
an Italian shirt, page 25 



Chang makes his charge in Melbourne 





Michael Chang, the world No 2, drives a 
douWe-handed backhand in his victory 
over the Chilean Marcefo Rios in 
Melbourne yesterday, to reach the semi- 
finals of the Australian Open for the third 
successive year. He meets Spain's Carlos 
Moya, in the last four. Moya, who beat 
defending champion Boris Becker in the 
first round, reached the semi-finals with a 


four-set victory over Felix Mantilla. In the 
women’s event, Mary Pierce came from 
behind to beat Sabine Appelmans and 
Amanda Coetzer brushed past foe 
American Kimberly Po. As courtside 
temperatures exceeded 50C, the roof over 
Centre Court was closed to spare players 
and public from the merciless heat; 
Report page 23 Photograph: Allsport 



Chastened Scotland 
opt for Townsend 


TORONTO WITH NIAGARA 


BA 747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 22 May, 10 July, 
6 August, 29 August or 6 September • five nights at the 
deluxe Sheraton • city tour • Niagara with helicopter 
• harbour cruise • CN Tower luncheon • Phantonof 
the Opera • Concorde supersonic return £1,999 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


Gregor Townsend will get a be- 
lated opportunity to prove him- 
self the most exciting outside- 
half in British rugby when a 
chastened Scottish side take 
on England in the Calcutta 
. Cup match at Twickenham on 
Saturday week. 

The versatile but often mis- 
cast Northampton playmakcr 
replaces Craig Chalmers in the 
pivot position following the 
Scots’ underbaked display 
: against 'Wiles at Murrayfield last 
weekend. Equally significant 
are two other changes to the 
i middle five positions. Bryan 
i Redpath gels the nod over 
! Gary Armstrong at scrum-half 
while fan Smith, the Glouces- 
ter flanker, returns on the open- 
side after missing the Wales 
match with a broken thumb. 

'■ Murray Wallace steps down 
1 from the back row lo make way 
for his more experienced rival. 

The selection makes rather 
more sense this lime around. 

• even though Rob Wainwright, 
the captain, once again occupies 
i the No 8 position rather than his 
more effective blind-side role. 
Richie Dixon, the chief coach, 

1 and his colleagues have sensi- 
bly decided to use last year’s 


Five Nations as a template. On 
that occasion, the back row 
and half-backs made light of 
shortcomings elsewhere to take 
the Scots to within 80 minutes 
of an unexpected Grand Slam. 

Repercussions from the 
Welsh defeat have also been fell 
in the from row and the three- 
quarter line. Dave Hilton, the 
prop forward from Bath, is rel- 
egated to the replacements’ 
bench as Tom Smith, the un- 
capped Watsonian, earns a de- 
but at loose head while the 
centre Scott Hastings, a Uy-scor- 
er last Saturday, is dropped for 
the second time this season. 

Ronnie Ericksson of London 
Scottish returns at centre and 
is joined by Tony Stanger, who 
moves inside from the right 
wing. Derek Stark, a genuine 
speed merchant from Melrose, 
gets his first start in the No 14 
shirt since 1993, when he played 
in all four Five Nations games. 

Surprisingly, there is no room 
for Alan Tait! the former rugby 
league centre who shone for 
Scotland A in their 50-poini vic- 
tory over Emerging Whies in Ed- 
inburgh last Friday. Indeed, the 
selectors have declined to pro- 
mote any of the second- 
stringers, preferring to make full 
use of the existing senior squad. 

Townsend’s performance at 
Twickenham will be of intense 


interest to two Scots who are 
more acutely aware of his talents 
than most: Ian McGeechan. 
tbe Lions coach for this, sum- 
mer’s tour of South Africa, and 
Jim Telfer. his No 2. Both men 
have worked closely with the 
mercurial 23-year-i >l'd in recent 
years - McGeechan is Towns- 
ends dub coach at Franklins 
Gardens - and if the Lions ru- 
mour mill is up to speed, they 
are looking at the Edinburgh - 
bom Saint as their first-choice 
stand-off: 

One player who might have 
something to say about that is 
Arwel Thomas, who p laved so 
brilliantly at Murrayfield while 
Townsend was struggling to 
stamp some authority on events 
from the less influential position 
of inside centre. Thomas and 
the rest of his buoyant coun- 
trymen face Ireland in Cardiff 
on Saturday week and the se- 
lectors. who name their side to- 
morrow, are expected to leave 
well alone. 

S tyriA ROtyEnganJ.Calaa^CwLTwkii. 

DStart A Stanger (Hawicvi. r Ej. 

tttton (London Scotnsm, K Logan iSnrtnc 
C0>r e Towand 

iNtehjsW C Smith (Vwtsonansj, G Btb iCur- 
fWi, M Stnort (Nonhemctonj, c Wek iNew 

R Wsnwnpit fWatstnans, capu, i Smith 
(GtouwstBrt. Replacements S Hastinfa 
iWag grtan&i. C Chalmers iMeiiose). g An» 
nmng [NewraeUei. S Mmo iiSHK). d toton 
(Baity, s Brother stand (Metres). 
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MONACO GRAND PRIX 


the! 


Eurostar to Paris on 10 May • city tour • overnight 
• Concorde supersonic to Nice • luncheon Mid 
reserved seat for Monaco Grand Prix at Mirabeau 
Hotel • return by private jet to Heathrow £1,499 


ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 


flne-p 


°nent-&c P ress from Victoria to Southampton on 8 April 
Qnana . cruise to Tenerife via Madesra 
C oncorde supersonic return to Heathrow £1,499 


*£ 2*1 SU ^ er ^ ri ' C ^’ ce on 1 June • seven night 
m Mom ^rto to Southampton^ 

na • Unent-Express to Victoria £1,999 


i. . 7 “ 1 










19 June • tw^night O^ Hea f hrow to 011 

• Orient F? 0nana crusse to Southampton 
n Express to Victoria £1,299 


n«ht Orfeir^i^ ° n 16 AuguSt # ** 

Casablanca • tv T ? enfe 713 Praia da Rocha and 
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